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Prescription  Charges 

MECHANICS  OF  NEW  EXEMPTIONS  SCHEME 


INSTRUCTIONS  for  dealing  with 
tions  (see  C.  &  D.  October  19,  p. 
Councils  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Department. 

They  show  that  the  new  declaration 
on  the  back  of  form  EC10  will  provide 
separate  boxes,  in  one  of  which  the 
prescription  holder  should  place  a  tick 
to  indicate  which  category  of  exemp- 
tion is  being  claimed.  There  is  to  be 
a  declaration  for  use  by  patients  hold- 
ing a  prepayment  exemption  certificate. 
A  temporary  poster  for  chemists  to 
display  will  tell  the  public  about  the 
arrangements  and  point  out  that  the 
chemist  may  require  the  charge  to  be 
paid  if  the  declaration  is  not  com- 
pleted. Another  poster  will  be  distri- 
buted to  prescribing  doctors  for  dis- 
play in  waiting  rooms.  The  new  forms 
EC10,  etc.,  should  not  be  issued  by 
doctors  or  dentists  after  October  31 
and  chemists  may  not  dispense  the  old- 
style  form  after  November  30.  Should 
>uch  forms  be  presented  after  that  date. 
:he  patient  should  be  advised  to  ask 
:he  prescriber  for  a  fresh  prescription 
5n  a  new-style  form.  A  patient  claim- 
ng  exemption  under  the  prepayment 
cheme  may  only  do  so  on  the  new- 
tyle  forms,  but  may  obtain  a  refund 
:or  any  charge  paid  on  old-style  forms 
)y  using  form  EC57.  Explanatory 
eaflets  are  being  sent  to  chemist  con- 
tactors (additional  supplies  may  be 
jrdered)  and  chemists  may  also  obtain. 
)n  request,  supplies  of  form  EC95 
explanatory  leaflet/application  form 
or  prepayment  certificates).  When  sub- 
nitting  prescription  forms  for  pricing, 
hemists  should  include  prepayment 
xemptions  with  other  exempt  forms, 
'ersons  making  a  declaration  that  they 
rre  exempt  but  who  are  unable  to  sign 
heir  name  may  make  their  mark 
n  the  space  where  the  signature  should 
>e.  The  mark  should  be  countersigned 
iy  the  chemist  or  his  assistant  who 
hould  ascertain  the  name  and  address 
if  the  declarer.  Where  these  correspond 
kith  the  fully  set  out  name  and  address 
fn  the  front  of  the  form  the  person 
countersigning  may  write  "as  overleaf."' 

First-aid  Boxes 

OFTEN  UNDERSTOCKED  SAYS  REPORT 

NSPECTIONS  under  the  Offices,  Shops 
nd  Railway  Premises  Act  during  1967 


the  new  prescription  charge  exemp- 
368)  have  been  sent  to  Executive 
and  the  Scottish  Home  and  Health 

did  not  reveal  any  widespread  evidence 
of  bad  conditions,  states  the  annual 
report  (H.M.  Stationery  Office,  price 
3s.  6d.).  It  adds,  however,  that  contra- 
ventions were  still  numerous,  although 
the  majority  were  of  a  minor  nature; 
for  example,  the  absence  of  ther- 
mometers and  abstracts  of  the  Act  or 
under-stocked  first-aid  boxes.  Few 
premises  were  found  to  be  without 
first-aid  boxes  but  failure  to  replenish 
the  contents  as  items  were  used  was  a 
common  problem.  Reporting  on  Sec- 
tion 4  (cleanliness)  it  is  stated  that 
many  shops  which  carried  large  stocks 
had  insufficient  storage  and  difficulty  of 
access  to  store  rooms  accounted  for 
inattention  to  routine  cleaning  and 
decoration.  "Cloakroom  Accommoda- 
tion and  Washing  Facilities"  is  the 
title  of  another  H.M.  Stationery  Office 
publication  (2s.  6d.),  published  on 
October  21.  It  aims  to  give  guidance  on 
the  legal  requirements  (within  the 
sphere  of  its  title),  of  the  above  Act 
and  the  Factories  Act. 

International  Standards 

A  STEP  FORWARD  IN  THEIR  PROMOTION 

THE  installation  recently  of  Mr.  Olle 
Sturen,  Sweden,  as  Secretary-General 
of  the  International  Organisation  for 
Standardisation  (I.S.O.),  inaugurates  a 
new  step  forward  in  the  development  of 
international  standards.  With  a  prac- 
tical background  over  many  years  in 
the  need  for  and  application  of  inter- 
national standards,  Mr.  Sturen  will 
guide  the  organisation  through  the  next 
important  stages  in  implementing 
I.S.O.'s  work.  At  present  the  organisa- 
tion does  not  directly  affect  the  phar- 
maceutical industry  but,  through  its 
technical  committees  throughout  the 
world,  it  carries  out  important  work 
on  the  periphery,  and  has  set  up  many 
recommended  international  standards 
that  have  a  bearing  on  pharmacy. 
Examples  are  the  technical  committees 
dealing  with  essential  oils,  syringes  for 
medical  use  and  needles  for  injection, 
common  names  for  pesticides,  labora- 
tory glassware  and  related  apparatus, 
and  agricultural  food  products.  Dur- 


ing recent  years  many  T.S.O.  recom- 
mendations have  been  published  deal- 
ing with  those  subjects,  and  a  list  of 
them  is  obtainable  through  the  British 
Standards  Institution.  International 
standardisation  is  becoming  increas- 
ingly important  for  the  furtherance  of 
international  trade,  and  particularly  for 
the  economy  of  the  many  countries  of 
Africa,  the  Middle  East  and  the  Far 
East  at  present  under  development. 

Support  the  Wholesaler 

PLEA  BY  P.A.T.A. 

"WITHOUT  the  wholesaler,  private 
pharmacy  would  be  quite  unable  to 
provide  the  efficient  service  to  the  pub- 
lic which  it  has  done  over  so  many 
years"  states  the  retail  section  of 
Council  of  the  Proprietary  Articles 
Trade  Association.  The  section  were 
concerned  at  the  many  trends  today 
which  it  considered  were  inimical  to 
pharmaceutical  wholesalers  and  there- 
fore in  effect  also  the  retail  pharmacist. 
The  section  expressed  the  view  that  in 
no  other  business  was  the  retailer  so 
dependent  upon  his  wholesaler  as  was 


MADE  AN  HONORARY  MEMBER:  M.  Jean 
Hourticq,  Conseiller  d'Etat  de  France,  shown 
receiving  from  the  president  (Mr.  Albert 
Howells)  his  certificate  of  Honorary  Member- 
ship of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain.  The  presentation  was  made  at  the 
Society's  headquarters  on  October  17.  For  many 
years  M.  Hourticq  has  been  the  French 
Government's  adviser  to  the  Conseil  National 
de  I'Ordre  des  Pharmaciens. 
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the  case  in  retail  pharmacy.  For  that 
reason  it  was  important  for  their  own 
welfare  for  manufacturers  and  retailers 
to  do  all  in  their  power  to  ensure  that 
pharmaceutical  wholesaling  remains  a 
viable  operation  for  those  engaged  in 
it.  The  P.A.T.A.  Council  unanimously 
supported  that  view. 

N.H.S.  Prescriptions 

SECOND  QUARTER  FIGURES 

NATIONAL  Health  Service  prescrip- 
tions dispensed  by  chemists  in  England 
and  Wales  in  the  second  quarter  of 
1968  numbered  66,234,000  against 
67,214,000  in  the  same  period  of  1967 
(an  increase  per  working  day  of  1'2 
per  cent.).  Total  cost  was  up  from 
£36'775m.  to  £37'525m.  (an  increase  of 
4  8  per  cent,  per  working  day).  Prescrip- 
tion charges  were  payable  only  for  a 
small  part  of  the  quarter  (they  were 
reintroduced  June  10)  and  no  con- 
clusions are  yet  drawn  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  as  to  their  effect. 

Production  of  Pesticides 

FIGURES  FOR  SECOND  QUARTER 

TOTAL  sales  of  pesticides  and  allied 
products  by  larger  manufacturers  in 
the  second  quarter  of  1968  were  valued 
at  nearly  £10.4  million,  an  increase  of 
15  per  cent.,  over  the  corresponding 
quarter  of  1967,  according  to  the 
Board  of  Trade's  Business  Monitor.  In 
the  same  period  sales  of  all  pesticides 
at  nearly  £2.2  million  fell  by  15  per 
cent.  Sales  of  insecticides  and  rodenti- 
cides  fell  by  17  and  14  per  cent,  respec- 
tively, while  sales  of  fungicides  and 
herbicides  increased  by  9  and  31  per 
cent,  respectively.  Sales  of  other  pro- 
ducts, including  rooting  compounds  and 


anti-sprouting  products,  etc.  increased 
by  9  per  cent.  Wholesale  prices  in  the 
second  quarter  of  1968  were  7  per  cent, 
higher  than  in  the  corresponding 
quarter  of  1967,  so  that  comparisons 
which  have  been  made  in  terms  of 
current  value  would  be  less  favourable 
in  terms  of  volume.  The  value  of  exports 
for  insecticides  and  fungicides  in  the 
second  quarter  of  1968  fell  by  20  per 
cent.,  while  herbicides  increased  by 
9  per  cent,  compared  with  the  corres- 
ponding quarter  of  1967. 

Degrees  at  Aston 

SUCCESSFUL  CANDIDATES  IN  JUNE 

THE  following  candidates  were  success- 
ful in  the  University  of  Aston  in  Bir- 
mingham B.Sc.  Pharmacy  degree  finals 
held  in  June: —  First  class  honours: 
Calcutt,  C.  R.,  Hickman,  J.  A.  Second 
class  honours  upper  division:  Andrews, 
S.  L,  Evans,  R.  W.,  Wardle,  A.  L., 
Whiting-Smith,  Miss  A.  E.,  Wilson, 
Miss  B.  J.  Second  class  honours  lower 
division:  Allen,  M.  R.,  Beech,  Miss  E. 
M.,  Benham,  P.  D.,  Bott,  D.  E.,  By- 
water,  Miss  J.  M.,  Carswell,  Miss  P.  E, 
Chadwick,  Miss  M.  A.,  Crow,  Miss 
M.  L,  Hopley,  P.  J.,  Jeyes,  A.  D.,  Lane, 
Miss  J.  P.,  Perks,  Miss  S.  J.,  Preskey, 
Miss  D.,  Print,  Miss  S.  O.,  Robertson, 
I.  G.,  Robinson,  Miss  J.  E.,  Smith,  Miss 
A.  M.,  Smith,  M.  C„  Swaby,  Miss  M. 
P.,  Tinsley,  Miss  B.  K.,  Williams,  Miss 
D.  E.,  Williams,  E.  M.,  Woodier,  Miss 
V.  A.  Third  class  honours:  Bateman, 
Miss  H.  C,  Costley,  D.  K.,  Dairo,  F.  I., 
Griffiths,  Miss  P.  M.,  Jenkins,  D.  M., 
McKay,  D.  G.,  Miles,  Miss  E  K., 
Poole,  R.  F.,  Potter,  S.  R.,  Wakefield, 
K.  Pass:  Hawkes,  Miss  J.  M.,  Jenkins, 
P.  H.,  Massey,  R.,  Watson,  D.,  Whit- 
taker,  D.  R. 


Pharmaceutical  Sciences 

1969  CONGRESS  EM  LONDON 

THEME  of  the  main  symposium  at 
the  twenty-ninth  International  Congress 
of  Pharmaceutical  Sciences,  to  be  held 
in  London  September  8-12,   1969,  is 
"Drug  Interaction  and  Enzyme  Induc- 
tion by  Drugs."  Participants  may  present 
personal   communications   on  original 
work  in  one  of  the  following  "divisions" 
of  the  Congress :  Pharmaceutical  tech- 
nology,     pharmaceutical  chemistry, 
control   and   analysis,  pharmacognosy 
and   biology,   and   pharmacology.  An 
abstract  of  about  500  words  of  papers 
submitted  should  be  sent  before  April  1, 
1969,  to  the  secretary  of  the  Scientific 
Section,      Professor     Polderman,  4 
Uhlenbeckkade,   Leiden,  The  Nether- . 
lands,    who    will    notify    the    person  j 
concerned    before    June    15.  Further! 
details  regarding  procedure  are  included  } 
in  the  provisional  programme  which  is  I 
obtainable  from  the  secretary  of  the  I 
Organising    Committee:     Mr.    E.    L.  j 
Robins,    Pharmaceutical    Society    of  I 
Great  Britain,  17  Bloomsbury  Square,! 
London,  W.C.I. 

Medicines  Promotion 

MEETING  TO  EXPLAIN  INDUSTRY'S  CODE 

THE  "delicate  area"  of  communica-1 
tions  between  the  prescription  medi-l 
cines  industry  and  the  medical! 
profession  was  the  subject  of  an| 
important  meeting  organised  by  thel 
Association  of  the  British  Pharma-j: 
ceutical  Industry  held  in  London  onl 
October  9.  The  Association  organised! 
the  meeting  to  hammer  home  thel 
implementation  of  its  code  of  practice! 
to  more  than  150  marketing  and  adver-[ 
tising  executives  from  pharmaceutical^ 
companies  and  their  agencies. 

Statutory  Committee 

A  NAME  RESTORED  TO  REGISTER  I 

THE  Statutory  Committee  of  the  Phar-jl 
maceutical  Society  has  issued  a  direc-i 
tion  that  the  name  of  Richard  Henry| 
TTiomas,  Cranella,  Bagillt,  Flints,  whicrM 
was  removed  from  the  Register  followl 
ing  a  directive  given  by  the  Committee! 
on  August  23,  1967,  shall  be  restore 
as  from  October  15. 

Design  Council 

SUPPORT  FOR  WIDENING  ITS  SCOPE 

THE  Council  of  Industrial  Design  ha 
issued  a  statement  welcoming  th<[ 
report  of  the  Working  Party  set  up  aj 
the  request  of  the  Council  of  Engineer! 
ing  Institutions  advocating  a  single] 
body  instead  of  separate  councils  fo\. 
industrial  and  for  engineering  design! 

IRISH  BREVITIES 

THE  NORTH 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Ulsteij 
Chemists'  Association  is  being  held  all 
73  University  Street,  Belfast,  7,  at  7.3(1 
p.m.  on  November  20. 

THE  REPUBLIC 

The   following   officers   have  beeiLI 
elected    by    Cork   City    and  Count! 
Chemists'  Association :  Chairman,  J.  M 
Forristal;    Treasurer,    T.  O'Hanlon 
Secretary,    A.   A.    O'Shea,  Blackpoc 
Bridge,  Cork. 


MANAGEMENT  SEMINAR  OVERBOOKED 

Training  and  drug  security  discussed  by  N.P.U  Executive 


APPLICATIONS  for  places  at  the  first 
management  seminar  of  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Union  have  been  heavy 
and  the  number  of  participants  is 
being  restricted  to  thirty-five.  That 
emerged  when  training  matters  were 
discussed  by  the  Executive  Committee 
when  it  met  on  September  24  and  25. 
Dates  for  the  1969  series  of  staff- 
training  conferences  are  March  3  at 
Aberystwyth,  March  4  at  Shrewsbury 
and  May  5  at  Southend-on-Sea.  1969 
area  meetings  of  the  Union  are  at 
Torquay  in  the  spring  and  Durham  in 
the  autumn. 

Plans  are  being  made,  said  Mr. 
Amwyl  (chairman  of  the  business  ser- 
vices committee),  to  place  before  mem- 
bers one  or  more  special  offers  involv- 
ing cash  registers  capable  of  being 
converted  to  decimal  by  the  staff  in 
the  pharmacy. 

Publication  of  a  revised  edition  of 
the  Unofficial  List  of  Formulae  is  being 
delayed  to  permit  inclusion  of  metric 
equivalent  formulas.  A  number  of 
white  coats  and  overalls  that  had  been 
under  test  in  Committee  members' 
pharmacies  were  examined  and  it  was 
agreed  further  samples  of  white  over- 
alls should  be  examined  before  any 
decision  is  made  to  offer  such  garments 
to  members  generally. 

The     N.P.U.     is    joining     in  an 


approach  to  the  Clearing  Banks 
through  the  Retail  Alliance,  to  stress 
the  difficulties  caused  by  Saturday 
closing  of  banks.  The  Executive  was 
recommended  by  its  general  purposes 
committee  to  note  the  findings  of  an 
investment  survey,  published  by  Joseph 
Sebag  &  Co.,  on  the  future  of  inde- 
pendent pharmacy,  and  to  take  all 
possible  action  on  issues  arising  from 
it,  particularly  in  respect  of  future 
activities  of  N.P.U.  Marketing,  Ltd. 

Only  when  it  is  established  who  will 
be  responsible  for  the  cost  of  install- 
ing the  cabinets,  safes  and  storerooms 
according  to  a  Home  Office  suggested 
specification  for  the  storage  of  danger- 
ous drugs  will  the  Union  investigate 
further  the  equipment  and  services 
offered  and  make  recommendations 
to  members. 

A  complaint  received  by  the  Execu- 
tive from  the  British  Diabetic  Asso- 
ciation about  alleged  difficulties  in 
obtaining  the  appropriate  syringes  and 
disposable  hypodermic  needles  through 
retail  pharmacies  was  held  to  be 
atypical  of  N.P.U.  members  generally, 
supplies  being  always  available  to  bona- 
fide  diabetics.  It  was  felt  that  pharma- 
cists in  general  practice  frequently  had 
to  contend  with  demands  from  people 
posing  as  diabetics.  The  Association 
may  not  be  aware  of  the  problems. 
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NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

Closing  date  for  receipt  of  applica- 
tions for  the  Queen's  Award  to  Indus- 
try, 1969  is  October  31,  1968. 

The  Radiochemical  Centre,  Amer- 
sham,  Bucks,  has  issued  a  third  supple- 
ment to  its  1967-68  catalogue  of 
radioactive  products. 

The  Burroughs  Wellcome  decongest- 
ant Actifed  was  launched  into  space  as 
part  of  the  equipment  carried  by  U.S. 
astronauts. 

The  National  Pharmaceutical  Union 
is  disbanding  its  Enfield  Branch.  Mem- 
bers are  being  transferred  to  appro- 
priate neighbouring  branches. 

A  majority  of  pharmacists  in  Ches- 
ter did  not  vote  in  favour  of  opening 
six  full  days  weekly  all  year  round,  in 
a  recent  ballot  held  by  the  city  council. 

Invited  guests  of  Syntex  Pharma- 
ceuticals, Ltd.,  St.  Ives  House,  Maiden- 
head, Berks,  were  received  by  the  Mexi- 
can Ambassador  and  Mr.  David 
Moreau  at  the  Mexican  Embassy  on 
October  16. 

Because  of  the  drug's  side  effects, 
Leo  Laboratories,  Ltd.,  Hayes  Gale 
House,  Uxbridge  Road,  Hayes,  Middle- 
sex, have  discontinued  clinical  studies 
on  Demigran  (flumedroxone)  in  the 
prophylaxis  of  migraine  (see  C.  &  D., 
September  7,  p.  238). 

The  Statutory  Instrument  adding 
codoxime  (dihydrocodeinone-6-carboxy- 
methyloxime)  to  paragraph  1  of  the 
Schedule  to  the  Dangerous  Drugs  Act 
(see  C.  &  D.,  July  20,  p.  47)  has  now 
been  published  by  H.M.  Stationery 
Office  (S.I.  1968,  1650,  price  fourpence) 
and  is  effective  November  1. 

Mr.  Kenneth  Robinson  (Minister  of 
Health)  is  to  become  Minister  for  Plan- 
ning and  Land,  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government,  following  the 
merging  of  the  Ministries  of  Health  and 
Social  Security  into  a  new  Department. 
Messrs.  Stephen  Swingler  and  David 
Ennals  have  been  appointed  Ministers 
of  State  for  the  new  Department. 

Names  of  senior  training  officers 
and  advisers,  and  of  field  training  ad- 
visers (with  their  territories),  are  given 
in  the  Chemical  and  Allied  Products 
Industry  Training  Board's  third  bulletin 
(obtainable  from  Staines  House,  158 
High  Street,  Staines,  Middlesex).  Com- 
position of  the  Board's  working  parties 
is  also  stated. 

The  1968  Nobel  prize  for  medicine 
has  been  awarded  jointly  to  Dr.  M. 
Nirenberg  (National  Institute  of 
Health,  Bethesda,  U.S.A.)  and  Profes- 
sors R.  Holley  (Cornell  University)  and 
H.  Gobind  Khorana  (University  of  Wis- 
consin). Each  has  carried  out  indepen- 
dent research  on  the  interpretation  of 
the  genetic  code  and  its  function  in 
protein  synthesis. 

SPORT 

GOLF 

South  Midlands  Chemists'  Golfing  Society. 
A  meeting  was  held  at  Newbury  and  Crookham 
Golf  Club,  Greenham,  Newbury,  Berks,  re- 
cently. Results:  Cow  &  Gate  cup  (medal), 
|  R.  M.  P.  Williams  (10),  65;  2,  J.  R.  Leach 
02),  66.  Stablejord  greensomes  foursomes,  1, 
B.  F.  Fox  and  C.  E.  Wisby,  42  points;  2,  C. 
H.  Kolstad  and  R.  M.  P.  Williams,  39  points. 


TOPICAL  REFLECTIONS 

By  Xrayser 

Planned  service 

The  address  of  Mr.  Harry  Steinman  to  a  recent  meeting  of  clerks  of 
Executive  Councils  at  South  port  was  of  first-class  importance.  The  speaker, 
as  is  his  wont,  had  devoted  much  time  and  thought  to  his  subject,  and  his 
observations  and  conclusions  merit  close  study.  The  address  has  come  at  a 
critical  moment  in  our  affairs  —  a  time  of  crisis  which  I  believe  is  not 
apparent  to  all.  We  all  know  of  pharmacies  established  in  desperation  at  a 
time  of  economic  disaster.  We  know  of  their  struggles  through  the  years 
and  of  their  owners'  inability  to  find  a  purchaser  when  they  have  had  to 
lay  down  their  burden.  We  have  all  seen,  without  perhaps  appreciating  the 
overall  effect,  the  disappearance  of  pharmacies  of  that  kind,  together  with 
the  demise  of  long-established  businesses  stricken  by  demolitions  and 
migrations  of  population.  In  some  of  what  has  taken  place  we  have  been 
aware  that  in  some  instances  a  degree  of  inconvenience  has  been  caused  to 
the  people  still  living  in  the  area  and  compelled  to  go  further  afield  for  the 
service  that  for  so  long  had  been  almost  on  their  doorstep.  But  Mr.  Stein- 
man has  enlarged  the  snapshot  we  have  in  our  minds,  enabling  us  to  see 
details  which  have  passed  unnoticed  by  some  who  may  themselves  become 
involved  in  events  outside  of  their  control.  And  it  is  vitally  important,  as 
the  speaker  emphasised,  that  positive  steps  should  be  taken  at  once  to 
assess  the  position  nationally  and  to  go  some  way  to  meet  the  situation  that 
is  upon  us.  The  appointed  planning  committee  will  require  to  produce  an 
early  statement  of  broad  principles,  and  in  saying  that  I  am  by  no  means 
underestimating  the  magnitude  of  its  task.  To  change  from  a  completely 
unplanned  distribution  in  which  a  pharmaceutical  service  has  been  largely 
a  matter  of  chance  and  choice  to  one  in  which  there  must  inevitably  be  some 
control  and  direction  is  to  alter  the  basic  practice  of  centuries.  But  pharmacy 
has  accepted  its  part  in  ensuring  an  adequate  service,  which  can  emerge 
only  with  goodwill  and  co-operation  from  all  the  interests  concerned. 

Changes  in  medical  practice 

To  add  to  the  difficulties  briefly  touched  upon  we  are  now  confronted 
with  changes  in  medical  practice.  The  National  Health  Service  Act,  1948, 
made  provision  for  the  setting  up  of  health  centres.  Little  consideration 
was  given  to  the  concept,  which  was  quite  new  to  this  country,  and  doctors 
in  practice  in  1948  were  in  general  content  to  continue  with  the  arrange- 
ments that  had  served  them  and  their  predecessors  for  a  long  time.  But 
in  the  twenty  years  that  have  elapsed  since  the  beginning  of  the  National 
Health  Service  there  have  been  many  changes,  and  we  now  have  a  new 
force  of  young  medical  practitioners  who  see  advantages  in  group  practice. 
Their  outlook  is  perhaps  less  individualistic  than  that  of  their  antecedents, 
and  there  is  apparent  a  growing  desire  to  work  on  a  corporate  basis.  That, 
as  was  pointed  out  by  both  Mr.  Steinman  at  Southport,  and  by  Mr. 
Ferguson  at  a  meeting  in  Northern  Ireland,  has  added  to  the  urgent  need 
for  pharmacy  to  make  plans  to  meet  a  completely  new  situation,  which  will 
continue  to  develop  with  increasing  momentum  with  the  added  complexity 
of  health  centres.  There  is  a  need  for  a  planned  distribution  of  pharmacies 
to  serve  the  community,  and  manoeuvring  to  exploit  the  situation  created  by 
the  centralising  of  doctors  can  lead  only  to  denuding  other  areas  of  a  vital 
service.  There  is  need  for  control  in  the  interest  of  the  pharmaceutical 
service  and  the  public.  An  undignified  scramble  to  surround  the  medical 
centres  would  be  the  inevitable  result  of  laisser-faire,  leading  to  chaos  and 
disruption. 

Considerations 

It  may  be  that  the  doctors  themselves  have  not  considered  in  full  the 
ultimate  effects  of  centralisation  at  some  distance  from  their  previous  sur- 
geries, for  it  is  not  unlikely  that  such  a  situation  will  lead  to  an  increased 
demand  for  domiciliary  visits.  It  has  been  a  simple  matter  to  call  at  the 
local  surgery  in  the  past,  but  travelling  to  a  centre  takes  time  and  effort. 
And  centralisation  could  facilitate  the  establishment  of  a  salaried  service. 
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FINAL  DEBATES  ON  MEDICINES  BILL 

House  of  Commons  accepts  many  amendments 


AMENDMENTS  made  to  the  Medi- 
cines Bill  in  the  House  of  Lords  were 
accepted  in  the  Commons  on  October 
18.  Mr.  K.  Robinson  (Minister  of 
Health)  said  the  Government  wel- 
comed the  constructive  spirit  in  which 
suggestions  made  in  Committee  had 
been  put  forward.  There  were,  in  con- 
sequence, a  "fearsome"  number  of 
amendments,  "but  the  total  result  is  a 
real  improvement."  The  House  accep- 
ted the  amendments  without  division. 

Under  Clause  10  (Exemptions  for 
Pharmacists),  Mr.  Robinson  said  that 
a  new  clause  "G"  was  being  inserted 
to  extend  to  some  substances  not  at 
present  covered  by  the  Bill  the  require- 
ment to  hold  a  product  licence  of  a 
medicinal  product.  The  Minister  ex- 
plained that  it  was  possible  for  a  sub- 
stance to  be  something  other  than  a 
medicinal  product  at  the  time  of  its 
manufacture  but  subsequently  to  be- 
come a  medicinal  product  on  market- 
ing. It  was  intended  that  the  new  clause 
should  fill  a  loophole  by  providing  that 
a  product  licence  should  be  held,  and 
enabling  the  person  concerned  to  apply 
for  a  product  licence.  It  was  also  in- 
tended to  put  the  retailer  in  the  same 
position  as  the  wholesaler,  where  he 
was  "consciously  setting  out  to  sell  a 
substance  as  the  medicinal  product." 

It  had  become  evident  that  the  pur- 
poses listed  in  Clause  59  (i)  (further 
powers  to  regulate  dealings  with  medi- 
cinal products)  might  not  cover  all  the 
points  which  it  would  be  important  to 
cover  in  regulations  relating  to  the 
suitability  of  premises  used  for  the 
preparation,  sale,  storage  and  so  on, 
of  medicinal  products.  An  amendment 
was  proposed  to  include  specific  refer- 
ences to  those  matters.  Clause  68  pro- 
vided for  the  registration  of  new  phar- 
macy premises  to  be  withheld  if  they 
did  not.  in  a  material  respect,  satisfy 
the  requirements. 

Mr.  T.  Fortescue  was  disappointed 
that  the  amendment  appeared  to  impose 
even  more  restrictions  on  the  private 
shop,  despite  a  proposal  that  dif- 
ferent regulations  would  need  to  be 
made  in  different  cases.  He  urged  the 
Minister  and  his  successor  to  "let  the 
village  shopkeeper  down  lightly,  be- 
cause they  serve  a  real  purpose  in 
supplying  household  remedies  to  a 
large  number  of  people  who  live  no- 
where near  a  chemist  shop." 

Enforcement  Regulations  Challenged 

Clause  100,  concerning  enforcement 
of  the  proposed  regulations  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  gave  rise  to  a  number 
of  amendments.  The  Minister  said 
that,  as  the  Bill  left  the  Commons,  it 
had  placed  the  duty  of  enforcing  seve- 
ral of  the  Clauses  on  the  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Society.  There  had  been  criticism 
that  the  Society  had  only  about  fifteen 
qualified  inspectors,  which  was  thought 
to  be  small  compared  with  the  num- 
ber of  retail  outlets  that  generally  sold 
those  medicines.  As  pharmacists  were 
in  competition  with  ordinary  health 
food  stores  it  was  alleged,  too,  that 
they  might  be  unsympathetic  to  the 
techniques  and  activities  of  herbalists 


and  that  it  would  be  wrong  for  the 
Society,  as  the  professional  body  of 
pharmacists,  to  have  that  enforcement 
function.  He  thought  none  of  those 
arguments  were  conclusive,  although 
he  admitted  that  the  number  of  inspec- 
tors was  small  in  relation  to  the  num- 
ber of  potential  outlets.  It  was  difficult 
to  foretell  at  present  the  variations 
called  for  in  the  regulations  under 
Clauses  46  and  59.  In  each  case  the 
appropriate  enforcement  authority 
should  vary  according  to  whether  the 
products  were  on  the  general  sale  list, 
were  human  or  veterinary  medicines, 
herbal  remedies  or — at  some  time  in 
the  future — medical  or  veterinary  de- 
vices. In  some  circumstances  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  would  be  appro- 
priate, in  others  the  local  or  food-and- 
drugs  authority.  It  would  be  easier  to 
decide  on  the  appropriate  enforcement 
authority  when  the  regulations  became 
known.  Safety  conditions  might  demand 
the  utmost  speed  in  enforcing  a  prohi- 
bition of  sales  from  retail  outlets,  and 
the  food  and  drugs  authorities  could 
be  a  valuable  means,  alongside  the 
Society  and  the  Ministers  of  securing  it. 

Mr.  Fortescue  said  that  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  had  been  given  the 
power  and  duty  to  inspect  shops  that 
had  "nothing  to  do  with  pharmaceuti- 
cals at  all  except  in  the  wildest  sense" 


— shops  selling  only  products  in  the 
general  sales  list.  The  Bill  seemed  to 
be  giving  a  professional  Society  more 
power  than  it  was  proper  and  right  to 
give  it.  "I  urge  the  powers  that  be  to 
do  all  they  can  to  see  that,  when  regu- 
lations are  made,  they  do  not  allow, 
much  less  empower,  the  Society's  in- 
spectors to  enter  premises  on  which 
they  have  no  right  to  be." 

Mr.  Robinson  said  he  could  assure 
the  House  that  it  was  not  the  Govern- 
ment's intention  to  make  regulations 
that  would  permit  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  to  be  the  inspecting  authority 
of  premises  other  than  pharmacies  but, 
because  of  the  need  for  flexibility,  the 
House  must  accept  that  as  an  assur- 
ance of  the  Government's  intention 
rather  than  have  it  written  specifically 
into  the  Bill. 

Moving  an  amendment  to  Clause  117 
which  would  have  the  effect  of  putting 
those  manufactured  herbal  ingredients 
that  were  not  already  covered  in  the 
same  position  as  manufactured  ingre- 
dients for  use  in  pharmacies  or  hospi- 
tals, the  Minister  said  it  was  reasonable 
to  require  the  semi-finished  product  to 
be  subject  to  licensing  in  the  same  way 
as  a  finished  product,  packed  and  put 
up  ready  for  administration. 

Other  amendments  were  concerned 
with  clinical  trials  and  field  tests  on 
animals. 

On  return  to  the  Lords  on  October 
22,  the  Bill  was  passed  without  further 
amendment. 


DRUGS  IN  SMALL  HOSPITALS 

Suggested  improvements  for  distribution 


A  NEW  design  of  prescription  sheet, 
more  flexible  transport  arrangements 
and  a  travelling  pharmacist  are  among 
proposals  made  in  "A  Survey  on  Drugs 
in  Small  Hospitals."  Author  is  Miss 
P.  Stone  (deputy  chief  pharmacist, 
Whipps  Cross  Hospital)  who  carried  out 
the  survey,  which  was  aimed  at  im- 
proving the  prescribing,  distributing 
and  administering  of  drugs  in  small 
hospitals.  Involved  in  the  survey,  which 
was  carried  out  under  the  auspices  of 
the  King  Edward's  Hospital  Fund  for 
London  and  the  Guild  of  Public 
Pharmacists,  were  twenty-two  small 
hospitals  in  West  Cornwall. 

Presenting  the  report  at  a  symposium 
at  the  Hospital  Centre,  London,  W.l, 
on  October  22,  Miss  Stone  said  that 
she  had  found  that  prescriptions  were 
not  always  written  on  the  prescription 
sheet  but  might  be  found,  for  example, 
among  the  clinical  notes.  Often  there 
was  no  resident  medical  staff  at  a 
hospital  and  general  practitioners  had 
often  to  advise  nursing  staff  by  tele- 
phone, and  if  they  were  not  vigilant 
the  prescription  might  not  be  con- 
firmed in  writing. 

Seventeen  of  the  hospitals  had  no 
pharmacy  and  some  were  several  miles 
from  their  source  of  supply.  A  few, 
particularly  those  with  acute  beds,  had 
insufficiently  frequent  deliveries,  leading 
to  hoarding  of  stocks,  while  transport 
limitations  made  emergency  deliveries 
difficult.  At  most  outlying  hospitals 
prescription  sheets  sent  to  the  phar- 
macy were  away  from  the  wardi  for  too 
long,  causing  difficulties  of  interpreta- 


tion for  nursing  staff.  In  some  situations 
there  were  no  arrangements  for  supply- 
ing drugs  to  discharged  patients,  and 
supplies  might  be  given  in  unsuitable 
containers  and  with  incorrect  labelling. 

Prescription  sheets  varied.  One  mod- 
ern sheet,  based  on  that  in  use  at 
Westminster  Hospital,  produced,  when 
not  properly  used,  no  better  results 
than  older  types. 

Equally  varied  were  methods  of 
recording  administration  of  doses. 
Some  records  were  referred  to  in 
preference  to  the  original  prescription 
sheet. 

As  pharmacists  were  not  often  able 
to  leave  their  pharmacies,  medical  and 
nursing  staff  had  little  opportunities  to 
obtain   advice   on   drug   storage,  etc. 

Miss  Stone  proposed  a  prescription 
sheet  based  on  that  used  at  the  London 
Hospital.  For  "as  required"  drugs  she 
recommended  a  space  for  stating  the 
symptom  for  which  the  drug  should  be 
given.  A  comprehensive  range  of  pre- 
packed stocks  should  be  prepared  for 
each  hospital,  so  as  to  reduce  un- 
scheduled deliveries  to  a  minimum. 

Another  suggestion  was  for  a  travel- 
ling pharmacist  to  visit  each  hospital 
according  to  a  regular  time-table  and 
carry  out  the  functions  of  a  ward 
pharmacist. 

N.H.S.  STATISTICS 

In  Leicester  during  June,  138,74 
prescriptions  (89,914  forms)  were  dis- 
pensed  at   a   total   cost   of  £83,431, 
making  an   average   of    144-32d.  per 
prescription. 
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IN  PARLIAMENT 

ASKED  by  Mr.  E.  Wright  on  Octo- 
ber 16  when  he  proposed  to  publish 
his  Green  Paper  on  the  Scottish  Health 
Service  Mr.  W.  Ross  (Secretary  of 
State  for  Scotland)  said  "In  the  near 
future." 

Use  of  Cyclamates 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Mrs.  Joyce 
Butler,  on  October  16,  whether  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  would  review  the  practice  of  us- 
ing cyclamates  in  foods  and  drinks, 
MR.  Iames  Hoy  (Joint  Parliamentary 
Secretary)  said  that  the  Minister  and 
the  Minister  of  Health  were  keeping 
the  practice  under  continuous  review, 
particularly  as  to  possible  health  haz- 
ards. So  far  they  were  satisfied  that 
there  was  no  justification  for  amending 
the  regulations. 

Mrs.  Butler:  Would  it  not  be  in 
the  consumer's  interest  to  benefit  also 
from  the  three  years'  experience  of 
cyclamates  in  the  U.S.?  Mr.  Hoy  re- 
plied that  the  alleged  hazard  to  con- 
sumers had  been  considered  twice  by 
the  Food  Additives  and  Contaminants 
Committee  and  by  the  pharmacological 
subcommittee  (in  1965  and  1967).  They 
had  found  no  risk  to  health  at  the 
likely  levels  of  consumption.  The  joint 
F.A.O.-W.H.O.  Expert  Committee  had 
come  to  a  similar  conclusion. 

Standard  Packs 

Mr.  Carter-Jones  on  October  16 
asked  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  if,  in  order  to  allow  shoppers  to 
calculate  quickly  value  for  money,  he 
would  now  take  steps  to  compel  manu- 
facturers to  sell  soapfiakes  and  deter- 
gents in  standard-weight  packs. 

Mrs.  Dunwoody  (Parliamentary 
Secretary)  said  she  was  still  consider- 
ing the  suggestion. 

Chemical  Imports 

Mr.  Pavitt  on  October  18  asked  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  what 
had  been  the  cost  to  his  Department  of 
collecting  information  and  giving  a 
detailed  breakdown  of  chemicals  im- 
ported during  April-September  1967; 
what  was  the  purpose  of  the  project: 
and  what  use  had  been  made  of  the 
information? 

Mr.  E.  Dell  (Minister  of  State)  re- 
plied that  the  cost  was  about  £400;  the 
purpose  was  to  help  manufacturers  to 
identify  commercial  opportunities 
whose  exploitation  might  reduce  im- 
ports, and  a  number  of  companies  were 
considering  the  manufacture  of  some 
chemicals  shown  to  have  been  im- 
ported. 

LEGAL  REPORTS 

Cannabis  "Factory"  in  a  Bedroom 

Cannabis  tincture  (12  fl.  oz.)  was  found 
when  police  raided  a  bedroom  in  a 
house  at  Oxford.  That  was  stated  at 
Oxford  magistrates'  court  on  October 
17.  With  the  tincture  was  a  tin  of  to- 
bacco, which  the  prosecution  said  con- 
tained cannabis  resin,  and  a  reefer 
cigarette.  The  bedroom  was  described 
as  a  "mini-factory"  where  reefer  cigar- 
ettes were  manufactured.  Susan  Mary 
Ratcliffe,  Bromley,  Kent,  was  found 
guilty  of  permitting  the  house,  of  which 


she  was  a  tenant,  to  be  used  for  the 
smoking  of  cannabis  resin.  She  was 
stated  to  have  been  sharing  the  room 
with  a  Stephen  Abraham,  now  in 
America.  Abraham  had  obtained  the 
drug,  said  Miss  Ratcliffe,  on  prescrip- 
tion from  Dr.  Ian  Dunbar,  Kensington. 
London.  Mr.  A.  Littlejohn,  a  pharma- 
cist with  V.  J.  Hall,  Shaftesbury 
Avenue,  London,  W.l,  said  he  had 
issued  many  hundreds  of  prescriptions 
for  cannabis  tincture,  most  of  them  on 
the  prescription  of  Dr.  Dunbar.  Mr. 
W.  Trill  wood  (director  of  pharmaceu- 
tical services,  United  Oxford  Hospitals) 
said  he  found  it  surprising  that  there 
were  no  dosage  directions  on  the  bottle 
labels  or  on  the  prescription  and  that 
during  the  past  five  years  the  group's 
seven  hospitals  had  used  "less  than  an 
ounce"  of  the  tincture  and  then  only 
in  conjunction  with  other  drugs  in  cases 
of  severe  pain.  Miss  Ratcliffe  was  given 
a  conditional  discharge  for  twelve 
months  and  ordered  to  pay  £15  15s. 
costs  and  £3  3s.  lOd.  witnesses'  ex- 
penses. She  gave  notice  of  appeal. 

COMPANY  NEWS 

Previous  year's  figures  in  parentheses 

BYDAND  DISTILLERS  &  CHEMI- 
CALS LTD. — The  company  have  taken 
a  75  per  cent,  interest  in  the  tanning 
business  of  the  Goldsmith  Leather  Co., 
Newark,  New  Jersey,  U.S.A. 

BARCLAY  &  SONS,  LTD.— Pre-tax 
profit  for  half-year  to  June  30  was 
£28,146  (£20,202).  Dividenl  for  year  is 
expected  to  be  \2j  per  cent.  (same). 

GILLETTE  CO.,  Boston,  U.S.A.  — 
Consolidated  net  sales  for  nine  months 
ended  September  30  were  $417'8m. 
($327-5m.  in  same  1967  period).  The 
1968  figure  includes  $52  6m  applicable 
to  Braun,  West  Germany,  control  of 
which  was  acquired  in  December  1967. 

RECKITT  &  COLMAN  HOLD- 
INGS, LTD.  —  Unaudited  pre-tax 
profits  for  the  six  months  to  June  29 
were  £8,620,000  (against  £5.710,000 
for  the  corresponding  1967  period).  The 
board  expects  to  recommend  a  final 
dividend  of  8  per  cent,  for  the  current 
year,  to  make  16  per  cent.  (15i  per 
cent.). 

FISONS,  LTD.— Group  sales  ex- 
panded by  8  7  per  cent,  to  £101  '56  mil- 
lion in  the  year  ended  June  30.  Profit 
before  tax  rose  to  £5-74m.  (against 
£2'26m.).  The  year's  dividend  is  main- 
tained at  10y  per  cent,  with  a  final  of 
6+  per  cent.  Sales  exceeded  £100m.  for 
the  first  time — all  divisions  contributed 
to  the  increased  profit  achievement. 
While  exports  at  £6,318,000  (£6,105,000) 
have  not  materially  increased,  a  sub- 
stantial up-turn  in  the  level  of  exports 
of  pharmaceuticals  and  industrial  che- 
micals took  place  in  the  second  half 
after  devaluation. 

BOWMANS  CHEMICALS,  LTD.— 
Higher  profits  and  a  one-for-one  scrip 
issue  with  an  8j  per  cent,  dividend  in- 
crease forecast,  are  announced  by  Mr. 
J.  A.  E.  Howard  (chairman)  in  giving 
Ordinary  holders  the  board's  reasons 
for  advising  rejection  of  the  Glovers 
(Chemicals)  offer  (see  C.  &  D.,  October 
12,  p.  348).  He  tells  members  that  due 
to  recent  developments,  cost  reduction 
and  big  capital  expenditure,  their  com- 
pany's   profit    outlook    is  "radically 


changing  for  the  better."  The  balance 
for  the  full  year  is  forecast  at  £55,000 
(£41.654),  with  the  balance  available 
for  the  Ordinary  up  from  £18,994  to 
£28,000.  A  further  substantial  increase 
is  expected  for  1968-69. 

Voluntary  Liquidation 

JULIEN  MAITLAND  (CHEMISTS), 
LTD.,  Ludgate  Hill.  London.  E.C.4.  — 
A  deficiency  of  £11,061  was  shown  in 
the  statement  of  affairs  of  the  company, 
at  a  meeting  of  creditors  held  recently, 
Mr.  C.  Goldstein  (director),  presiding. 
Preferential  creditors  were  owed  £1,221 
and  unsecured  creditors  £10,340,  of 
which  £7,575  was  due  to  trade  credi- 
tors, £372  in  respect  of  bank  overdraft, 
£293  to  I.  M.  Goldstein  and  £2,100 
loans.  Assets  were  estimated  to  realise 
£500,  showing  a  deficiency  of  £721  as 
regards  preferential  creditors  and  no 
dividend  for  unsecured  creditors.  Trad- 
ing accounts  from  October  8,  1962, 
to  October  31,  1963,  revealed  that  on 
a  turnover  of  £24,600  there  was  a  net 
loss  of  £485,  in  the  following  year  on 
turnover  of  £29,700  a  net  loss  of  £444, 
in  the  14  months  to  December  31, 
1965,  on  turnover  of  £32,500  a  net  loss 
of  £874,  and  for  the  year  to  December 
31,  1966  on  turnover  of  £25,400  a 
net  loss  of  £1,600.  No  accounts  had 
been  prepared  since  then  but  it  was 
said  that  it  was  during  the  course  of 
that  year  that  the  company's  fortunes 
commenced  to  decline.  The  company's 
failure  was  attributed  to  high  over- 
heads in  relation  to  turnover.  The  com- 
pany ceased  trading  on  August  19. 
1967.  It  was  also  stated  that  since  the 
cessation  of  trading  some  £900.  the  net 
proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  lease, 
fittings  and  fixtures,  etc.,  had  been  paid 
into  the  bank,  thus  reducing  the 
amount  of  the  overdraft  and  the 
guarantors  liability.  Creditors  were 
told  that  Mr.  Goldstein  was  prepared 
to  give  an  undertaking  that  he  would 
give  his  best  endeavours  to  repay  to 
the  liquidator  the  amount  paid  into  the 
Bank  since  August  19,  1967.  A  resolu- 
tion was  passed  confirming  the  volun- 
tary liquidation  of  the  company  with 
Mr.  D.  Clayton,  F.C.A..  18  St.  George 
Street,  London,  W.l,  as  liquidator. 

BUSINESS  CHANGES 

MR.  D.  H.  MARSHALL,  M.P.S., 
has  closed  his  pharmacy  at  12  Portland 
Road,  London.  S.E.25. 

KINGSTON  ASSOCIATED 
VALUERS,  have  removed  to  79  Griffith 
Road,  London,  S.W.19  (telephone: 
01-540  4058). 

THE  pharmacy  which  has  been 
carried  on  by  the  representatives  of 
H.G.M.  Fountain  at  High  Street,  Gos- 
berton,  Spalding,  Lines,  has  been 
closed  down. 

DAVID  (CHEMIST),  LTD.,  130 
Brent  Street,  Hendon,  London,  N.W.4, 
point  out  that  they  have  no  financial  or 
other  direct  interest  in  David  Pharma- 
ceuticals, Ltd.,  who  recently  purchased 
a  pharmacy  at  Edgware  (see  C.  &  D., 
October  12,  p.  349). 

E.  C.  TAMPLIN  &  SON  are  closing 
down  on  October  26  their  pharmacy 
at  19  Eden  Street,  Kingston-on- 
Thames,  Surrey,  where  there  has  been 
a  pharmacy  since  1840.  They  are  re- 
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opening  at  18  Eden  Walk,  Eden  Street, 
on  completion  of  the  move. 

APPOINTMENTS 

Executives 

WELLCOME  FOUNDATION,  LTD., 
have  appointed  Mr.  P.  R.  Britton,  to 
succeed  Mr.  F.  G.  Adams  as  manager  of 
their  chemical  buying  department  (see 
also  below). 

CUSSONS  SONS  &  CO.,  LTD., 
have  appointed  Mr.  C.  M.  N.  Vere  their 
marketing  manager. 

THERMOS,  LTD.,  have  appointed 
Mr.  H.  J.  McAleer  their  marketing 
manager. 

Representatives 

KELDON,  LTD.,  have  appointed 
Mr.  J.  Ferris-Jones  representative  for 
the  South  and  East  Midlands  and  adja- 
cent Home  Counties. 

PERSONALITIES 

MISS  C.  WALSH  (chief  pharmacist, 
Hampstead  General  Hospital)  has  won 
the  1969  Merck,  Sharp  &  Dohme 
award.  Her  thesis  will  be  an  evaluation 
of  individual  dispensing,  using  work- 
study  techniques. 

MISS  A.  D.  DAY,  who  was  pre- 
sented with  the  1968  Merck,  Sharp  & 
Dohme  award 
for  the  advance- 
ment of  hospital 
pharmacy  on 
October  21, 
took  as  her  sub- 
ject "The  Mech- 
anisation of 
Packaging  Pro- 
cedures in  Hos- 
pital Pharm- 
acy." Miss  Day 
is  deputy  chief 
pharmacist  at 
Hammersmith 
Hospital  and  the 
Royal  Post  Graduate  Medical  School 
and  is  vice-chairman  of  the  Harrow 
Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
She  read  for  her  B.Pharm.  at  Chelsea 
School  of  Pharmacy,  graduating  in 
1960,  thereafter  spending  two  years  in 
pharmaceutical  production  at  May  & 
Baker,  Ltd.  In  1962  Miss  Day  entered 
the  hospital  service  as  senior  pharma- 
cist at  Harefield  Hospital,  Middlesex, 
and  in  1966  she  was  appointed  deputy 
chief  pharmacist  at  Hillingdon  Hospi- 
tal. Miss  Day  is  the  second  recipient 
of  the  MSD  award. 

MR.  D.  G.  McPHERSON,  who  is  at 
present  an  assistant  secretary  in  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  has  been  appointed 
to  succeed  Mr.  Franklyn  Williams  as 
chairman  of  the  Welsh  Board  of 
Health  when  Mr.  Williams  retires  on 
February  28,  1969. 

MR.  F.  G.  ADAMS  (manager  of 
the  chemical  buying  department.  Well- 
come Foundation,  Ltd.),  is  retiring  on 
October  31,  after  over  forty-nine  years' 
service  with  the  company.  After  two 
years  of  buying  office  routine  he  be- 
came a  junior  and  then  buyer  in  the 
drug  section.  He  took  full  charge  in 
1928  and  when  the  chemical  buying 
department  was  subsequently  formed 
he  was  appointed  manager.  Following 


the  absorption  into  the  Wellcome  group 
of  Cooper,  McDougall  &  Robertson, 
Ltd.,  he  assumed  responsibility  for  the 
purchase  of  their  raw  materials  also. 

MARRIAGES 

KILLINGBACK-R  E  A  S  O  N.  —  At 
Christ  Church,  London,  N.14,  on 
October  12,  Peter  Gore  Killingback, 
B.Pharm.,  5  Orchard  Crescent,  London, 
to  Janet  Mary  Reason,  B.Sc,  16  Raith 
Avenue,  N.14.  Both  work  for  Fisons 
Pharmaceuticals,  Ltd. 

DEATHS 

ADDIS.— Recently,  Mr.  Arthur 
Addis,  M.P.S.,  18  Woodside,  Buck- 
hurst  Hill,  Essex.  Mr.  Addis  qualified 
in  1932. 

ARMSTRONG.  —  On  October  6, 
Mr.  Thomas  Armstrong,  M.P.S.,  c/o 
3633  East  71st  Street,  Indianapolis, 
Indiana,  46220,  U.S.A.  From  1934  un- 
til his  retirement  in  1961,  Mr.  Arm- 
strong was  managing  director  of  Eli 
Lilly  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Basingstoke,  Hants. 
He  had  lived  in  Indianapolis  since  1967. 

BYRNE.— On  October  5,  after  a 
short  illness,  Mr.  Michael  Joseph 
Byrne,  Marinove,  38  South  Circular 
Road,  Dublin,  8,  Eire.  Mr.  Byrne  was 
on  the  staff  of  Hayes  Conyngham  & 
Robinson,  Ltd.,  51  Henry  Street,  Dub- 
lin, 1. 

COPLAND.— On  October  16,  Mr. 
James  William  Copland,  M.P.S.,  20a 
Milton  Road  West,  Edinburgh,  15.  Mr. 
Copland  qualified  in  1926. 

DES  FORGES.  —  On  October  22, 
Mr.  Cyril  Des  Forges,  M.P.S.,  76  Hill 
Top  Road,  Grenoside,  Sheffield,  aged 
fifty-eight.  Mr.  Des  Forges  qualified 
in  1931. 

EDWARDS.— On  October  3,  Mr. 
William  Owen  Edwards,  Isfryn,  South- 
road,  Aberaeron,  aged  sixty-five.  Mr. 
Edwards  qualified  as  a  chemist  and 
druggist  in  1925  and  was  formerly  in 
business  at  the  Central  Pharmacy, 
Aberaeron,  Cardigans. 

FORBES.— On  August  11,  Miss  Mary 
Charlotte  Haswell  Forbes,  M.P.S.,  189 
Fore  Street,  London,  N.18.  Miss  Forbes 
qualified  in  1922. 

FRANCIS.— On  September  21,  Mr. 
Gwilym  Francis,  M.P.S.,  258  North 
Circular  Road,  London,  N.13.  Mr. 
Francis  qualified  in  1929. 

FRANCIS.  —  On  October  15,  Mr. 
Nehemiah   Francis,   F.P.S.,  Rossitors, 

  Stein  Road, 

Southbourn  e, 
Emsworth, 
Hants.  Mr. 
Francis  was 
a  lecturer  at 
the  Portsmouth 
School  of  Phar- 
macy for  thirty- 
four  years. 

Mr.  A .  W. 
Dempsey  writes: 
The  past 
students  o  f 
the  Portsmouth 
School  of  Phar- 
macy mourn  the  passing  of  "Frankie" 
as  he  was  so  affectionately  known  to 
generations  of  students.  Apprenticed 
in  Portsmouth,  Mr.  Francis  qualified  as 
a  chemist  and  druggist  in  1921,  and 


gained  his  Ph.C.  in  1923.  After  a  period 
in  retail  pharmacy  he  joined  the  phar- 
macy department  of  the  Portsmouth 
Municipal  College,  as  it  was  then 
known,  as  a  lecturer  and  served  until 
his  retirement  in  1961.  In  1935  he  in-  I 
stigated  an  annual  party  for  past  stu- 
dents  but  the  1939-45  war  stopped  those 
activities.  On  his  retirement  the  past 
students  arranged  a  testimonial  dinner 
to  him  which  was  attended  by  old 
boys  from  all  over  the  country  and  | 
from  this  he  revived  the  Portsmouth 
Past  Students'  Association  which  now  | 
holds  a  reunion  dinner  each  year.  Those 
events  were  the  highlights  of  his  later 
years  when,  as  chairman,  he  looked 
forward  to  meeting  again  many  of  the 
500  students  who  passed  through  his 
hands  and  whom  he  looked  upon  as 
his  "family."  Frankie  was  loved  and 
respected  by  all  who  came  into  con- 
tact with  him.  He  was  a  truly  profes- 
sional pharmacist  and  instilled  that  prin- 
ciple into  all  his  students.  The  past 
students  in  particular  pay  homage  to 
the  memory  of  their  friend,  a  very 
respected  and  revered  gentleman. 

GREGORY— Mr.  C.  J.  Gregory, 
35  Homestead  Avenue,  Netherton, 
Liverpool.  Mr.  Gregory  was  well 
known  as  the  representative  in  the 
Liverpool  area  of  Fisons  Pharmaceuti- 
cals, Ltd.,  Derby  Road,  Loughborough 
and  as  area  manager  for  the  Lanca- 
shire-Cheshire area. 

HODGSON.  —  On  September  27, 
Mr.  Norman  Hodgson,  M.P.S.,  23 
Main  Street,  Keswick,  Cumberland. 
Mr.  Hodgson  qualified  in  1933. 

HODSON.— On  October  14,  Mr. 
William  Hodson,  M.P.S.,  59  Battenhall 
Road,  Worcs,  aged  ninety-two.  Mr. 
Hodson  qualified  in  1921. 

HOLLAND.  —  On  September  30, 
Miss  Madeline  Oxford  Holland,  D.Sc, 
Meadow  Brook,  Pennsylvania,  U.S.A., 
aged  fifty-two.  Miss  Holland  was  well 
known  in  Britain  through  her  writings 
on  U.S.  pharmacy,  and  became  editor 
of  the  American  Professional  Pharma- 
cist in  1947.  Married  to  Dr.  John  N.' 
McDonnell  she  was  in  business  with 
him  as  a  consultant  to  the  pharma- 
ceutical industry  and  was  a  past  presi- 
dent of  the  local  branch  of  the 
American  Pharmaceutical  Association 

KELLY.  —  On  October  11,  Mr 
John  Michael  Kelly,  M.P.S.I.,  123 
Braemor  Road,  Churchtown,  Dublin 
Eire.  A  native  of  Kellystown,  Strand- 
hill,  co.  Sligo,  Mr.  Kelly  was  educated 
at  Summerhill  College  and  qualified  ir 
1947. 

LITTLE.— On  September  30,  Mr 
William  Little,  M.P.S.,  Chad  Hill,  Hil 
Street,  Sandown,  Isle  of  Wight.  Mr 
Little  qualified  in  1921. 

NOYAK.  —  On  October  17,  Mr. 
Nathan  Bernard  Noyak,  M.P.S.I.,  42 
Pearse  Street,  Dublin,  Eire,  aged  sixty- 
five.  Mr.  Noyak  qualified  in  1928. 

SMITH.—  On  September  29,  Mr 
Ernest  Clark  Smith,  M.P.S.,  93  Harle 
stone  Road,  Northampton.  Mr.  Smith 
qualified  in  1921. 

SUMMERS. — On  September  23,  Mr 
Everard  George  Richardson  Summers 
M.P.S.,  49  Holmsley  Lane,  South 
Kirby,  nr.  Pontefract,  Yorks.  Mr.  Sum 
mers  qualified  in  1912. 
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Script  Pricing,  Staff  Motivation  and  "the  Pill" 

FURTHER  TOPICS  STUDIED  AT  MANAGEMENT  CONFERENCE 


ANOTHER  important  paper  presented 
at  the  annual  conference  of  the  Insti- 
tute of  Pharmacy  Management  (see 
C.  &  D.,  October  13,  p.  369)  was  one 
read  by  Dr.  I.  Michaels,  London,  giv- 
ing "A  New  Approach  to  the  Pricing  of 
Private  Prescriptions." 

Dr.  Michaels  reviewed  three  pub- 
lished methods  for  pricing  private  pres- 
criptions, namely  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  method  (now  incorporated 
in  the  Quarterly  Price  List),  the 
National  Pharmaceutical  Union's 
method  (the  last  revised  version  of 
which  was  issued  in  1957  because  of 
the  Restrictive  Trades  Practices  Act), 
and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
method  (issued  and  recommended  by 
the  Society  in  October  1964).  Each  of 
the  three  systems,  he  said,  embodied 
the  principle  that,  in  addition  to  a 
profit  on  the  cost  of  the  medicaments, 
there  should  be  a  professional  fee  for 
dispensing  services.  In  the  N.P.U.  cal- 
culator the  cost  price  of  the  stated 
number  of  tablets  was  taken  from  the 
Drug  Tariff  when  that  information  was 
given.  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
list  used  other  sources  as  well  as  the 
Drug  Tariff  basic  packs  and  differences, 
therefore,  sometimes  occurred  in  the 
calculated  retail  prices  of  the  same 
article. 

Pricing  Dilemmas 

Proprietary  tablets  and  capsules  made 
up  the  largest  group  of  dispensed  items 
and  introduced  a  multiplicity  of  pric- 
ing dilemmas.  Pharmacists  were  con- 
stantly perplexed  in  deciding  from 
which  pack  to  price.  The  customary 
methods  of  pricing  recommended  the 
pharmacist  to  determine  the  price  from 
the  next  larger  pack  to  the  number 
prescribed.  That  recommendation,  he 
believed,  could  be  confusing  and  mis- 
leading, as  some  of  the  smaller  packs 
were  not  intended  as  normal  dispensing 
packs.  In  practice  one  settled  on  a  pack 
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estimated  to  be  sufficient  for  the  de- 
mand likely  to  arise  over  a  period  of 
four  to  six  weeks,  and  it  was  suggested 
that  the  price  for  any  number  of  pres- 
cribed tablets  should  be  calculated  from 
that  pack. 

In  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  re- 
commended method  for  pricing  private 
prescriptions  the  oncost  factor  was  put 
at  20  per  cent.  Such  a  low  figure,  said 
Dr.  Michaels,  had  no  precedents  for  the 
usual  retail  transactions  carried  out 
in  a  pharmacy.  When  complete  packs 


of  medicaments  (whatever  the  forensic 
status)  were  dispensed,  his  suggestion 
was  that  the  price  to  be  charged  — 
exclusive  of  any  subsequent  professional 
and  other  fees  —  should  be  the  stated 
retail  price,  or,  if  no  retail  price  was 
available,  the  wholesale  price  plus  50 
per  cent.  An  investigation  of  prescrip- 
tions dispensed  over  many  months  had 
shown  that  a  large  proportion  of  the 
prescriptions  for  tablets  and  capsules 
were  for  quantities  coincident  with  an 
original  pack.  In  most  circumstances  the 
items  fell  into  the  "frequently  pres- 
cribed items"  class,  and  were  supplied 
from  a  dispensing  pack  and  charged 
accordingly,  but  in  some  pharmacies 
the  medicament  might  have  been  regar- 
ded as  an  "infrequently  prescribed  item" 
and  an  original  pack  procured  and 
supplied.  Whereas  the  fee  for  the  first 
method  of  supply  was  covered  by  all 
the  pricing  schemes,  that  for  the  second 

—  the  supply  of  an  original  container 

—  was  not.  A  sliding  scale  of  fees 
that  depended  on  the  number  of  tablets 
in  the  original  pack  was  difficult  to 
justify,  as  the  physical  operations  and 
professional  responsibilities  involved  in 
dispensing  original  packs  were  identical, 
whatever  the  quantity  in  the  container. 
It  was  logical  to  assume  that  the  same 
fee  should  be  levied  for  the  dispensing 
of  all  original  packs,  bearing  in  mind 
the  possible  difficulty  of  being  unable  to 
render  some  packs  "anonymous."  Dr. 
Michaels  proposed  that  a  "professional 
service  fee"  should  be  introduced  for 
the  supply  of  original  packs  on  pres- 
cription, and  that  the  fee  should  be 
the  same  as  the  lowest  on  the  scale; 
thus,  in  the  Society's  1964  scale,  it 
would  be  pitched  at  2s.  3d.,  the  fee 
for  dispensing  up  to  fifty  tablets.  The 
speaker  also  made  mention  of  the 
"Thomas  Table  and  Ready  Reckoner" 
used  by  pharmacists  in  Australia,  and 
of  another  method  used  in  California. 

In  the  discussion,  some  members  ex- 
pressed disquiet  at  the  present  practice 
of  supplying  the  "pill"  without  a  dispen- 
sing fee.  Mr.  D.  E.  Sparshott,  Notting- 
ham, said  a  fee,  could  be  justified  for 
D.D.  or  S4  preparations  but  not  for 
items  available  over  the  counter,  which 
were  easily  identifiable  by  the  customer. 
Dr.  Michaels  disagreed.  "If,  for  items 
entered  in  the  prescription  book  you 
are  going  to  have  a  system  of  fees, 
then  you  should  stick  to  it,"  he  said. 

Drug  Tariff  Prices 

Mr.  S.  Durham,  Sheffield,  presented 
on  October  13  a  paper  entitled  "A 
Study  of  Part  V  of  the  1968  Drug 
Tariff."  During  the  early  part  of  the 
year,  said  Mr.  Durham,  he  had  carried 
out  a  survey  of  National  Health  pres- 
criptions dispensed  in  three  pharmacies 
in  the  Sheffield  area.  Out  of  4,500 
dispensed  in  three  pharmacies  (1,500 
from  each  pharmacy)  during  the 
period,  219  had  called  for  standard 
drugs  and  tablets  for  which  basic  prices 
were  given  in  the  Drug  Tariff.  Less 
than  11  per  cent,  of  the  items  in  the 
Tariff  had  been  used  at  all  frequently. 
Total    payment    for    ingredients  was 


£141  13s.  lid.  and  total  cost  of  basic 
packs  required  to  dispense  the  items 
had  been  £285  17s.  7d.  Pricing-out  the 
prescriptions  from  the  Tariff  was  not 
easy,  he  said,  since  they  were  mostly 
in  the  metric  system,  and  most  pres- 
criptions in  the  Tariff  itself,  and  some 
B.N.F.  preparations  (benzyl  benzoate 
application  and  codeine  linctus),  were 
given  a  basic  price,  whilst  others  (cala- 
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mine  lotion  and  pholcodine  linctus), 
were  not.  As  the  principle  followed  did 
not  appear  to  be  mentioned  in  the 
current  Drug  Tariff,  a  check  was  made 
during  the  survey,  on  the  application  of 
the  principle  of  rounding  ingredient 
costs  up  or  down  to  the  nearest  penny. 
From  the  inquiry  it  appeared  that  "for 
ingredients  of  neglible  cost  a  standard 
payment  of  one  penny  is  made,  but 
the  Tariff  makes  no  mention  of  this 
detail."  Before  the  reimposition  of 
prescription  charges  the  average  phar- 
macy had  dispensed  2,227  prescriptions 
a  month.  At  the  time  his  report  was 
prepared  comments  from  contractors 
seemed  to  indicate  that  the  average  was 
likely  to  fall  to  about  1,500  a  month. 

PRESCRIPTIONS  DISPENSED 

National  Sheffield 
April  21  Million  278,000 

May  23  Million  300,000 

June  18  Million  231,000 

Additional  Evidence  Sought 

Mr.  Durham  said  he  would  welcome 
comparable  figures  from  other  parts 
of  the  country,  "if  only  to  see  whether 
the  Sheffield  pattern  is  fairly  general,  or 
is  the  awkward  exception  proving  the 
general  rule."  Similar  experiments  by 
as  many  retail  pharmacists  as  possible 
would  provide  the  proof  required.  All 
good  management  aimed  at  increasing 
profitability  and  eliminating  loss.  If  his 
research  was  representative,  it  showed, 
the  speaker  suggested,  that  Part  VA 
could  be  drastically  pruned;  that  the 
more  frequently  prescribed  items  should 
be  included;  and  that,  for  items  with  a 
prescription  frequency  of  less  than  0.05 
per  cent.,  the  contractor  should  be 
allowed  to  claim  as  for  broken  bulk 
proprietaries.  In  view  of  the  general 
public  demand  for  speedy  service,  the 
local  availability  of  supplies  at  the  basic 
prices  shown  in  Part  VA  should  be  in- 
vestigated. Pharmacists  should  not  hesi- 
tate to  bring  to  the  notice  of  their  Local 
Pharmaceutical  Committee  any  anoma- 
lies arising  from  provisions  of  Part  VA. 


D 


394 


THE    CHEMIST    AND  DRUGGIST 


October    26,    1  96  8 


Statements  from  official  sources  gave 
the  stock  norm  for  N.H.S.  purposes 
as  the  amount  used  in  six  weeks.  If 
the  practice  of  working  to  that  norm 
were  standard,  considerable  alteration 
ought  to  be  made  to  columns  (2)  and 
(3)  of  Part  VA  of  the  Tariff. 

A  Questionnaire 

The  second  paper  on  October  14  was 
by  Mr.  I.  F.  Jones  (School  of  Phar- 
macy, Portsmouth  College  of  Tech- 
nology) on  "Some  Preliminary  Studies 
in  Motivation  of  Personnel  employed  in 
Retail  Pharmacy."  The  speaker  said 
that,  earlier  in  the  year,  he  had  written 
to  300  registered  premises  chosen  at 
random  (every  fiftieth  as  they  appeared 
in  the  Register  but  excluding  multiples) 
and  enclosed  a  questionnaire  which  he 
estimated  would  take  about  15  minutes 
to  complete.  Of  those  who  had  received 
the  questionnaire  60  per  cent,  had  re- 
plied within  31  days  and  a  further  15 
per  cent,  after  a  reminder  —  an  en- 
couraging result,  he  considered.  Infor- 
mation was  sought  about  (a)  the 
respondent;  (b)  the  pharmacy;  (c)  staff. 
One  point  emerging  from  the  questions 
on  staff  was  that  many  chemists  be- 
lieved their  assistants  "wished  to  avoid 
responsibility."  The  author  believed  his 
survey  was  the  first  such  study  to 
measure  attitudes  of  the  pharmacist  in 
retail  practice.  He  thought  it  should 
be  complemented  with  others  before  a 
pattern  emerged  that  would  be  repre- 
sentative of  the  total  population  of 
pharmacists.  There  was  room  to  apply 
motivation  technique  in  retail  practice, 
but  only  when  the  true  position  had 
been  defined  could  suggestions  be  made 
to  achieve  improvements. 

Final  paper  of  the  conference  was 
that  of  Mrs.  E.  Lucas  Smith,  Langley, 
Bucks,  on  "Social  and  Economic 
Aspects  of  Contraception."  Discussing 
the  problems  arising  from  the  world's 
population  "explosion,"  the  speaker  said 
the  United  States  population  had  in- 
creased by  57  million  since  1945,  but 
it  was  in  the  under-developed  countries 
that  the  real  problem  of  food  and 
water  existed.  In  Britain  the  birth  rate 
per  1,000  population  was  181  in  1965, 
1 7-7  in  1966  and  17  2  in  1967.  Takers 
of  the  "pill"  had  risen  from  400,000 
in  1965  to  800,000  in  1967.  "It  is  with 
some  reluctance  that  one  associates  the 
drop  in  birth  rate  with  the  wider  use 
of  contraceptives,  for  it  may  be  sym- 
tomatic  of  voluntary  control  and  the 
desire  for  a  higher  standard  of  living 
coupled  with  higher  cost  of  living,"  said 
Mrs.  Lucas  Smith. 

The  speaker  mentioned  the  products 
that  were  still  in  the  experimental  stage. 
The  "minipill,"  she  said,  would  appear 
to  be  "highly  successful  and  will  pro- 
bably be  widely  used  in  a  short  time." 
It  was  a  micropill  —  containing  a  small 
dose  of  progesterone-like  substance 
given  every  day  (and  hence  simpler  to 
remember).  Because  of  the  low  dose  the 
safety  factor  would  appear  high,  and 
the  cost  relatively  low.  There  was  the 
"Monthly  Shot,"  using  hormone  com- 
pounds like  those  of  the  20-day  pill  in 
differing  proportions.  It  was  injected 
into  the  muscle  of  the  hip  and  was 
absorbed  slowly  into  the  blood  stream 
in  the  same  amounts  as  a  daily  dose 
by    mouth.    The   cost    might   be  the 


same  as  a  month's  supply  of  "pills" 
and  insured  against  a  bad  memory.  The 
"20-year  pill"  could  be  in  a  capsule 
form  implanted  under  the  skin.  At  the 
moment  it  had  given  protection  for 
nine  months.  Its  action  could  be  made 
reversible  by  removing  the  capsule. 

Finally  there  was  the  "morning  after 
pill"  which  was  "very  much  in  the  ex- 
perimental stage  because  of  the  large 
dose  necessary."  Its  use  would  at  pre- 
sent seem  justified  only  in  the  case  of 
rape.  "Pills"  for  men  affected  hormone 
production  and  had  a  sterility  effect,  but 


IN  a  "Question  Time"  session  at  the 
annual  conference  of  the  Ulster  Che- 
mists' Association  (see  also  C.  &  D., 
October  19,  p.  379)  members  sought 
answers  from  a  panel  comprising 
Messrs.  C.  Jacobs,  C.  H.  Smith,  J. 
Ferguson,  T.  I.  O'Rourke  and  J. 
McClenahan. 

If  members  are  able  to  buy  on  better 
terms  may  they  cut  the  retail  price 
accordingly?  That  was  the  question  put 
by  Mr.  T.  A.  Gibson,  Belfast.  "No," 
said  Mr.  Jacobs,  "if  you  mean  under- 
cutting other  pharmacists.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  you  have  to  meet  under- 
cutting by  non-pharmacist  traders,  and 
believe  you  must  meet  it  by  cutting 
your  own  prices,  you  must  make  your 
own  decision,  but  first  you  should 
inform  your  colleagues  and  discuss  the 
situation  with  them." 

Mr.  Smith  said  that  price-cutting  by 
other  traders  in,  for  example, 
Lucozade,  could  be  countered  by  link- 
ing with  other  chemists  in  a  joint  pur- 
chase at  quantity  discounts. 

"Know  Your  Profitability" 

Was  the  N.P.U.  hopeful  that  resale 
price  maintenance  in  medicines  would 
continue?  asked  Mr.  Irwin,  Belfast. 
If  it  went,  he  contended,  chemists 
might  as  well  start  to  clear  them,  for 
an  analysis  of  his  own  sales  had  shown 
"patent"  medicines  to  be  a  poor  rela- 
tion. It  was  cosmetics  and  sundries  that 
kept  him  going.  Mr.  McClenahan 
commended  the  questioner  for  his  re- 
searches. Most  chemists,  he  said,  didn't 
know  enough  about  the  profitability 
of  their  businesses.  For  example,  those 
who  were  compelled  by  manufacturers 
to  relinquish  agencies  on  grounds  of 
insufficient  turnover  need  not  worry 
too  much — they  were  losing  less  than 
they  thought. 

What  advice  would  the  panel  give  to 
a  chemist's  hearing  of  a  new  health 
centre?  asked  Mr.  H.  G.  Campbell, 
Ballymoney.  At  present  the  doctors 
appear  to  dictate  their  location.  "Make 
sure  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee 
is  alive  to  the  situation,"  said  Mr. 
Smith.  "Your  local  knowledge  is  vital 
to  the  Committee.  If,  for  example,  you 
consider  the  siting  wrong  for  users  of 
the  health  centre,  the  Committee  should 
be  told,  so  that  it  can  press  for  the 
location  to  be  changed."  Mr.  O'Rourke 
said  the  Practice  of  Pharmacy  Com- 
mittee was  endeavouring  to  obtain  in- 
formation about  all  planned  health 
centres  in  Northern  Ireland,  and  Mr. 
J.  Kerr  added  that,  in  order  to  avoid 
forty-five    separate    approaches,  the 


vaccines  had  been  prepared  that  pro- 
duced antibodies  antagonistic  to  sperm. 

Mr.  D.  H.  Maddock,  Cardiff,  sugges- 
ted during  the  discussion  that  pharma- 
cists should  actively  campaign  for  the 
supply  of  the  "Pill"  through  chemists 
only,  and  Mrs.  Lucas  Smith  said  that, 
if  doctors  in  family  planning  clinics 
supplied  the  items,  pharmacists  could 
not  do  much  about  it.  On  the  other 
hand  pharmacists  should  insist  that  the 
doctor  should  be  present  in  person  at 
the  clinic  when  any  tablets  were  handed 
out. 


Committee  was  arranging  them  in 
categories  and  would  bring  pressure  on 
the  Ministry  on  methods  of  siting.  Mr. 
Ferguson  stressed  that  doctors  should 
not  be  allowed  choice  of  health-centre 
site.  The  criterion  should  be  service 
to  the  public.  Locating  in  hospital 
grounds  (usually  the  cheapest  site)  in 
order  to  provide  a  hospital  background 
was  "just  not  on."  With  waiting  lists 
for  hospital  treatment,  reference  of 
patients  from  centre  to  hospital  could 
mean  a  long  journey  a  second  time. 

No  Provision  Till  Recently 

Mr.  A.  W.  Kernahan  (Northern  Ire- 
land General  Health  Services  Board) 
said  that  until  August  1967  there  had 
been  no  provision  in  Northern  Ireland 
for  pharmacists  in  health  centres,  and 
therefore  no  point  in  consulting  phar- 
macists. In  five  years  before  that  date 
much  planning  work  had  been  done, 
and  it  was  that  which  was  now  raising 
problems  for  pharmacists.  Mr.  Fergu- 
son pointed  out  that  a  health  centre 
upset  the  local  balance  of  pharmaceuti- 
cal services  irrespective  even  when  there 
was  no  pharmacist  at  the  centre.  Mr. 
Kerr  said  that  the  Practice  Committee 
had  started  only  in  June  and  local 
pharmacists  were  most  at  fault  for  its 
early  shortage  of  information  about 
health  centre  plans. 

Mr.  Boyd  said  that  finding  the  capi- 
tal was  a  difficulty  in  setting  up  a 
pharmacy  near  a  health  centre,  and 
there  were  often  advantages  in  not 
going  in  as  contractors.  Mr.  Smith 
said  that  finding  the  money  was  an  old 
problem,  but  there  were  ways.  The  first 
thing  was  to  "do  the  arithmetic."  Mr 
N.  A.  J.  Anderson  said  that  in  Porta- 
down  the  local  chemists,  having  done 
the  arithmetic,  had  decided  that  a  new 
local  pharmacy  near  the  health  centre 
was  not  viable,  but  the  fear  of  some- 
one coming  in  remained. 

Social  Events  of  the  Week-end 

Saturday  afternoon's  coach  excursion 
began  in  blustery  rain,  but  when  a  halt 
was  made  at  the  1,132  ft.  long,  98  ft. 
deep  Spelga  Dam  (Capacity  600  mil- 
lion gall.)  of  the  Portadown/Bainbridge 
water  authority,  only  the  wind  re- 
mained. The  tour  continued  through 
Kilkeel  to  Cranfield  (opposite  which 
the  lighthouse  dramatises  the  end  ol 
Carlingord  Lough  and  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Irish  Sea)  to  the  Bally- 
edmond  Castle  Hotel.  After  afternoon 
tea  at  the  hotel,  one  of  whose  proud 
possessions  is  a  £3,000  hand-woven 
carpet,  the  excursionists  returned. 


QUESTIONS  AT  ULSTER  CONFERENCE 

A  panel  of  five  provides  the  answers 
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NEW  PRODUCTS  AND  PACKS 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES 

Diagnosing  Dust  Allergies.  —  As  a 

diagnostic  aid  in  clinical  allergy  the 
Dome  allergy  unit  of  Miles  Labora- 
tories, Ltd.,  Stoke  Poges,  Bucks,  has 
developed  Dome  house-dust  mite  ex- 
tract —  first  of  its  kind  to  be  made 
commercially  available,  they  claim,  in 
any  market.  The  product  has  been  de- 
veloped in  Britain  over  the  past  four 
years  following  a  suggestion  by  re- 
search workers  in  Holland,  and  some 
patients  showing  sensitivity  to  the 
house-dust  mite  have  been  effectively 
treated  with  it.  Dome  house-dust  mite 
skin-testing  solution  is  an  aqueous 
allergen  extract  of  Dermaiophagoides 
culinae.  It  has  a  strength  of  1,500  pro- 
tein nitrogen  units  per  mil  and  is  con- 
tained in  solution  of  15  per  cent,  gly- 
cerin and  0-4  per  cent,  phenol.  The 
pack  (63s.)  holds  2  mils. 

Flu  Vaccine  Ready. — First  supplies 
of  British  "Mao  flu"  vaccine  are  ready 
for  distribution,  state  the  distributors, 
BDH  Pharmaceuticals,  Ltd.,  Birkbeck 
Street,  London,  E.2.  10,000  doses  of 
the  new  vaccine,  Admune-Mono  68, 
have  been  supplied  to  the  company's 
headquarters  from  the  Glaxo  Group 
virus-vaccine  manufacturing  unit  at 
Speke,  Liverpool.  Those  pilot  supplies 
are  being  used  for  "special  risk"  cases 
such  as  patients  with  chronic  bron- 
chitis, asthma,  heart  or  kidney  disease. 
Further  stocks  of  the  vaccine  will 
become  available  during  the  coming 
weeks.  The  new  strain  of  influenza 
(A2/Hong  Kong/1/68),  which  swept 
parts  of  the  Far  East  in  an  epidemic 
during  the  summer,  differs  from  any 
other  strain  previously  encountered  in 
Britain. 

OVER-THE-COUNTER  MEDICINALS 

Improved  Analgesic  Tablet.  —  Kel- 
don  Ltd.,  Wadsworth  Road,  Perivale, 
Middlesex,  have  introduced  a  new  pure- 
white  Panets  tablet,  the  dispersibility 


and  solution  rate  of  its  active  con- 
stituent (N-acetyl-p-aminophenol)  in 
water  improved  in  comparison  with 
the  previous  product.  The  tablet  may 
now  be  swallowed  dry,  whole  with  the 
aid  of  a  drink,  or  dissolved  in  water. 
Taken  in  water,  new  Panets  are  more 
quickly  assimilated,  bringing  faster 
analgesic  and  antipyretic  action.  For 
greater  convenience  and  hygiene  new 
Panets  are  presented  in  a  "push- 
through"  bubble  pack  enclosed  in  a 
distinctive  outer,  A  compact  wire  dis- 
play "dispenser"  is  available  that  occu- 
pies minimal  counter  space  and  is  pro- 
vided with  self-adhesive  tabs  for  fixing 


to  a  wall  or  cash  register  if  desired.  A 
"crowner"  is  available  for  the  pack 
of  fifty.  Prices  are  2s.  9d.  for  twenty 
and  5s.  for  fifty. 

COSMETICS  AND  TOILETRIES 

A  New  Men's  Range. — Ambassador 
Toilet  Preparations,  Ltd.,  3  Great 
lames  Street,  London,  W.C.I,  have 
launched  a  quartet  of  toilet  prepara- 


tions for  men,  the  44  series,  compris- 
ing after-shave  and  pre-shave  lotion, 
Cologne  and  deodorant  Cologne,  each 
in  100-mil  bottle. 

Oil  and  Moisture  from  One  Product. 
—  Innoxa  Laboratories,  Ltd.,  436  Essex 
Road,  London,  N.l,  have  launched  a 
new  product — Innoxa  moisture  oil  with 
Amalene  (22s.  6d.),  designed  to  supply 
the  skin  with  "its  two  basic  contents: 
moisture  and  oil."  Amalene  is  an  ex- 
tract of  camomile  that  forms  a  suitable 
emulsion   when   moisture   is  added. 

Nail  Hardener.  —  Chesebrough- 
Pond's,  Ltd..  Victoria  Road,  London. 
N.W.10,  have  launched  a  new  Cutex 
nail  hardener  (7s.  6d.)  containing  a 
substance  claimed  to  penetrate  the  nail 
so  as  to  form  cross-linkages  between 


weakened  fibres.  The  product  is  a 
"paint-on"  solution  of  clear  ice-blue 
colour  in  gold-and-white  carton.  Dis- 
play unit  shown  holds  six  cartons. 


"With  New  Setting  Power". — Jackel 
&  Co.,  Ltd.,  56  Wigmore  Street,  W.l, 
have  improved  their  product  Protei- 
set  by  giving  it  new  setting  power. 
The  reformulated  product  makes 
styles  last  twice  as  long  and  an  added 
moisture  barrier  protects  the  hair 
against  "adverse  elements."  The  pro- 
duct (6s.  lid.)  is  now  available  solely 
in  an  economy  pack  of  up  to  eighteen 
sets. 

Repackaged  and  Rechristened. — The 

Gem  shampoo  of  R.  Demuth,  Ltd., 
Bear  Lane,  Farnham,  Surrey,  has  been 
repacked  and  renamed  Gem  Instant 
Mist  shampoo.  Intended  for  use  on  all 
types  of  hair,  it  cleans  greasy  hair  by 
absorbing  excess  oiliness,  dust  and  dirt; 
lubricates  the  shaft  of  fine  dry  hair; 
and  has  an  extra  ingredient  to  inhibit 
hair  odour  and  dandruff  conditions.  It 
is  available  in  aerosol  (7s.  6d.),  suffi- 
cient for  about  twenty-five  treatments, 
and  as  a  puffer  spray  (3s.  Id.). 

Moisturising  Bath  Essence.  —  A  new 

bath  essence  containing  a  moisturising 
cream  and  extracts  of  alpine  herbs  has 
been  launched  by  Lenbrook  Labora- 
tories, Ltd.,  1  Thane  Road  West,  Not- 
tingham. The  product,  New  Dew 
(lis.  6d.),  is  a  fresh  green  liquid  with 
subtle  perfume.  The  formula  includes 
essences  of  mountain  arnica,  juniper  and 


mountain  pine,  rue.  gentian  and  birds 
eye.  In  use,  two  capfuls  are  poured 
directly  under  the  running  water  when 
the  bath  is  being  filled.  Not  being  oily, 
the  essence  leaves  no  film  around  the 
bath  after  the  water  has  been  run  away. 
The  pack  is  a  gilt-capped  bottle  in  pre- 
sentation box  in  colour  bearing  pic- 
tures of  mountain  flowers. 

Skin  Fragrance.  —  Miners  Make-up. 
Ltd.  (Myram  Picker,  Ltd.,  Hook  Rise. 
Surbiton,  Surrey)  have  launched  a  new 
product,  Wild  (8s.  9d.),  described  as 
"not  Cologne,  not  perfume  but  a  step- 
ped-up  percentage  of  extract  in  spirit." 
The  product,  75  per  cent,  stronger  than 
average  Colognes  and  toilet  waters,  is 
intended  to  combine  the  brilliance  and 
persistence  of  actual  perfume  with  the 
lightness  of  Cologne. 
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MANUFACTURERS' 
ACTIVITIES 

Sponsored  "Race  Day"  in  Sweden. — 

As  part  of  a  major  consumer  market- 
ing campaign  in  Stockholm  a  "British 
Day  at  the  Races"  was  sponsored  by 
British  companies,  including  Fisons, 
Ltd..  9  Grosvenor  Street,  London.  W.l, 
who  presented  a  silver  trophy  and  £500 
prize  money  for  one  of  the  races. 

Presentation  to  Leading  Shaw 
Jumper. — A.  Wander,  Ltd.,  King's 
Langley,  Herts,  donated  the  prize 
money  totalling  £750  for  the  Ovaltine 
championship  for  the  leading  show 
jumper  of  the  year  at  Wembley 
recently.  They  also  supported  the 
Olympic  Games  and  International 
Equestrian  Fund. 

"British  Week'*  Success.  —  During 
the  British  Week  organised  recently 
in  Sweden,  Roberts  Windsor  outsold 
all  competitors  with  sales  totalling 
£3,000.  The  promotion  took  place  in 
one  of  Stockholm's  largest  stores, 
Ahlen  &  Holm,  and  was  organised  with 
the  co-operation  of  Roberts  Windsor's 
Swedish  agents,  Chr.  Olsen.  Specially 
in  favour  were  the  Christmas  packs 
and  French  Almond  skin  perfume. 

Shaving  Champion. — A  speed  shav- 
ing championship  organised  by  Ever- 
Ready  Personna  Co.,  Wellington  House, 
6  Upper  St.  Martins  Lane,  W.C.2,  was 
held  recently  in  which  competitors 
were  required  to  shave,  using  a  Per- 
sonna Glydex  blade,  in  less  than  thirty- 
three  seconds,  the  time  set  by  Mr. 
Michael  de  Havilland-Geraghty,  Per- 
sonna's  nominated  champion.  Four 
competitors  succeeded  in  beating  that 
time,  thus  earning  for  each  of  them- 
selves a  cheque  for  £50,  which  was  pre- 
sented to  them  by  Miss  Vicki  Hodge 
a  fashion  model.  Although  Miss  Hodge 
was  one  of  the  few  females  present  at 
the  gathering  it  must  not  be  thought 
there  was  any  lack  of  colour  present, 
the  first  competitor  providing  more 
than  his  fair  share  of  gore  in  the  pro- 
cess of  establishing  a  time  of  twenty- 
five  seconds,  the  overall  winners  time 
being  fifteen-and-a-half  seconds. 


TRADE  PRIZE-WINNER:  Footballer  and 
television  personality  Billy  Wright  congratu- 
lates Mr.  J.  Anderton,  the  Pharmacy,  Mullion. 
Cornwall,  on  winning  the  trade  prize  of 
£250  in  Selochrome  "Hoo-took-wich"  com- 
petition, organised  by  Ilford,  Ltd.,  Ilford, 
Essex.  Mr.  Anderton  and  his  wife  Nora, 
winner  of  the  £1,000  consumer  prize  are 
putting  their  winnings  back  into  the  family 
business. 

INFORMATION  WANTED 

The  Editor  would  appreciate  information  about! 

Sherpa  Tensing  suntan  cream. 


TRADE  NOTES 

Price  Reduced.  —  Radiol  Chemicals 
Ltd.,  Stepfield,  Witham,  Essex,  have  re- 
duced the  price  of  Radian  bath  salts 
by  ninepence,  while  leaving  the 
chemist's  profit  at  the  new  price  what 
it  was  at  at  the  old.  To  give  point-of- 
sale  publicity  to  the  reduction  a  special 
"crowner"  has  been  produced. 

In  Ample  Supply. — Countering  let- 
ters from  the  public  and  from  some 
chemists  alleging  inability  to  get  sup- 
plies of  Esobactulin  capsules  (8s.  3d. 
per  course).  Southon  Laboratories, 
Ltd.,  Herbert  House,  Slade  Green 
Road,  Slade  Green,  Erith,  Kent,  state 
that  they  have  ample  supplies  available 
for  the  coming  season. 

Still  Freely  Available.  —  Potter  & 
Clarke,  Ltd.,  9  Wellesley  Road,  Croy- 
don, CR9  3 LP,  Surrey,  point  out  that 
confusion  may  have  been  caused  in  the 
minds  of  some  wholesalers  by  the  an- 
nouncement that  Potter's  asthma  smok- 
ing mixture  was  being  discontinued.  In 
fact,  Potter's  other  asthma  products 
(asthma  remedy  and  cigarettes  and  An- 
tasma)  remain  freely  available.  All  are 
available  through  wholesalers  or  direct. 

Address  for  Orders. — Bristol  Labora- 
tories, Ltd.,  have  transferred  their 
warehouse  to  Stamford  House,  Station 
Road,  Langley,  Bucks,  and  will  be  dis- 
patching all  orders  from  that  address. 
Returned  goods  should  be  addressed  to 
Langley,  with  a  covering  letter  to  the 
order  processing  department  at  the 
same  address.  So  should  orders,  in- 
quiries directly  relating  to  orders,  and 
dispatch  queries,  but  requests  for  tech- 
nical information  and  other  such  in- 
quiries should  be  addressed  to  the  com- 
pany's marketing  department  at  Astro- 
naut House,  Feltham,  Middlesex. 

A  Change  of  Policy  and  its  Timing. 

— Only  on  October  17,  writes  Mr.  W. 
Sharp  (marketing  director  of  the  phar- 
maceutical division,  Pfizer,  Ltd.,  Sand- 
wich, Kent),  did  they  receive  confirma- 
tion from  wholesalers  of  terms  they 
would  offer  to  retailers  in  distributing 
"ethical"  products  of  the  company. 
Until  then,  any  announcement  of  any 
change  of  policy  was  premature.  On 
the  very  next  day,  October  18,  the  com- 
pany sent  out,  to  all  chemists  in  direct 
account  with  them,  a  letter  expressing 
concern  over  inability  to  maintain 
direct  service  owing  to  increased  costs 
and  possible  postal  and  delivery  de- 
lays. In  order  to  maintain  rapid  supply 
to  retailers  of  their  "ethical"  products, 
therefore,  they  are  distributing  them 
solely  through  wholesalers  from 
December  1.  Arrangements  for  varying 
parcel  discounts  (5  per  cent,  discount 
on  "ethical"  products  (including  those 
of  Harvey  Pharmaceuticals)  to  the 
value  of  £20  and  under  £40  (trade 
price)  ordered  together  at  one  time; 
and  10  per  cent,  on  orders  valued  at 
£40  or  more)  will  continue  to  operate 
with  members  of  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Pharmaceutical  Distributors. 
Information  given  prematurely  and  in- 
accurately [not  in  the  C.  &  D.]  caused 
concern  to  many  pharmacists.  Mr. 
Wards  adds:  "The  publication  of 
speculative  rumour  has  in  fact  already 
affected  the  good  relationship  we  had 
with  some  retail  pharmacists." 


Bonus  Offers 

Boots  Pure  Drug  Co.,  Ltd.,  Statior 
Street,    Nottingham.   Offer   of  twelvt 
Fenox  or  Strepsils  invoiced  as  ten  on  ( 
doz.;  twelve  invoiced  as  eleven  on 
doz.  Closes  November  2. 

Bristol  Laboratories,  Ltd.,  Astro 
naut  House,  Hounslow  Road,  Feltham 
Middlesex,  Telotrex  (tetracycline  hyd 
rochloride,  Bristol).  1  x  100  free  wit 
order  for  1  x  1,000  (tablets  or  cap 
sules). 

Cannon  Rubber  Manufacturers 
Ltd.,  Ashley  Road,  London,  N.17 
Special  offer  pack  of  baby  product 
(6  doz.  teats  45s.,  2  doz.  20s.;  1  do 
each  polycarbonate  feeders  (27s.  4d.  an 
23s.  4d.);  2  doz.  teething  rings  and 
Noah's  Ark  hot-water  bottle)  at  a  sav 
ing  of  30s.  lid.  on  normal  trade  pric~ 

Keldon,  Ltd.,  Wadsworth  Road 
Perivale,  Middlesex.  New  PaneU 
Twelve  invoiced  as  eleven.  Until  Janu 
ary  31,  1969  (full  credit  allowed  on  oh 
stock  when  order  is  taken). 

National    Pharmaceutical  Unioi 
(distributors:    Maw's   Pharmacy  Su 
plies,  Ltd.,  Barnet,  Herts,  and  Prestor 
Lanes).    Nu-rub.   Twelve   invoiced  a 
ten.  Till  October  31.  Professional  tooth 
brushes.  Extra  5  per  cent,  on  1-6  doz 
10  per  cent,  on  7-11  doz.;  12}  per  cen 
on  12-23  doz.;  15  per  cent,  on  24  do 
and  over.  Till  November  30.  N.P.L 
combs.  Extra  5  per  cent,  on  displa 
"dispenser"    and     on     extra  com 
ordered;  10  per  cent,  on  two  displa 
"dispensers"  and  extra  combs  ordere 
Professional     tooth-paste.  Thirty-si 
packs  of  "75"  Nu-soft  tissues  on  ord 
for  3  doz. 

Radiol  Chemicals,  Ltd.,  Stepfiel 
Witham,  Essex.  Radian  bath  salts.  Di 
count  of  10  per  cent,  on  order  valu 
£5  or  more,  excluding  tax. 

Sophistique,  Ltd.,  New  Road.  Wins 
ford,  Ches.  Top  Note  satin  shampo' 
sachets.  Sixteen  invoiced  as  twelve.  Tf 
November  30. 

White  Laboratories,  Ltd.,  Meg 
geson-Warwick  division,  Penarth  Street 
London,  S.E.I 5.  Meggezones.  162  in 
voiced  as  144.  Seventy-eight  as  seventy 
two.  Junior  Meggezones.  Thirteen  in 
voiced  as  twelve. 

KEY  TO  SUPPLIERS  OF  CHRISTMAS  GOOD 

(see  p.  397) 
CARMEN=Carmen     Curler    Co..    9  Georf 

Street,  London,  W.l. 
CHANEL  =  Chanel,   Ltd..   2  Old  Bond  Stree 

London,  W.L 
G  A  LA  =  Myram  Picker,  Ltd.,  Hook  Rise,  Kin 

ston  By-pass.  Surbiton,  Surrey. 
JOHNSONS=Johnson  &  Johnson,  Ltd..  Sloug 

Bucks. 

LAUDER=Estee   Lauder  Cosmetics,  Ltd., 

Davies  Street,  London,  W.L 
P.&M.  =  Potter  &  Moore,  Ltd.,  Seymour  Roa( 

London,  E.  10. 
POLAROID  =  Polaroid    (U.K.).    Ltd..  Huggir 

Lane,  Welham  Green,  nr.  Hatfield,  Herts. 
QUANT= Myram    Picker,    Ltd..    Hook  Ris 

Kingston  By-pass.  Surbiton.  Surrey. 
RIMMEL  =  Rimmel     International,     Ltd..  I 

Tottenham  Court  Road,  London,  W.l. 
SANDS= Fiona  Sands,  Queens  Way,  Croydoi 

Surrey. 

SIRIEX=Siriex,  Ltd.,  Spirella  House,  Oxfoi 

Circus.  London.  W.l. 
SORELLE=Jean  Sorelle,  Ltd.,  Ill  Great  Por 

land  Street,  London,  W.l. 
THERMOS=Thermos,     Ltd.,     Ongar  Roa 

Brentwood,  Essex. 
WILKINSON=Wilkinson  Sword  (Acton),  Ltd 

Sword  House,  Great  West  Road,  Brentforc 
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SANDS 


NSONS 

ift  for  a  baby  "with  Mum  in 
ind."  Box  containing  baby 
owder,  bottle  of  baby  lotion, 
aby  cream,   tablet  of  soap, 

otton  buds,  sample  of  nappy  liners,  and  copy  of  "Loving  Care"  (illustrated  guide  to  baby  care).  14s. 


Adagio  perfume  and  fragrance 
mist  in  "see-through"  canister. 
35s. 


CHANEL 

Travel  pack  (grey  lined  in 
white)  for  gentlemen  (Cologne 
and  after-shave)  85s. 


lisplay    piece    presenting    twelve  "Christmas 
ards"  containing  one  "dispenser"  of  Wilkinson 
word    blades    and    twelve    containing  two 
(dispensers."  72s.  11d. 


GALA 

"Christmas  Mother,"  holding  a  Gala  soft-centre 
lipstick  in  colourful  patterned  box.  12s.  6d. 


HANEL 

lo.  5  refillable  black-and-gold  spray  perfume 
wth  matching  parfum  de  toilette  atomiser.  180s. 


MMMEL 

aily  printed  Christmas  bag  to  make  up  gift  sets 
if  Rimmel  beauty  preparations  to  customers' 
squirements.    Free  to  customers. 


JOHNSONS 

Christmas  gift  for  all  the  family  (tin  of  baby 
powder  and  two  large  tablets  of  mild  baby  soap. 
6s.  3d. 


THERMOS 

Christmas  carton  containing  Thermos  18  vacuum 
flask.   8s.  lid. 


POLAROID 

Colourful,  easy-to-carry  box  containing  Polaroid 
Swinger  camera.  £13  2s.  3d. 


SORELLE 

Ring  bottle  containing  bubble  bath  in  three 
attractive  colours  (pink,  blue  and  amber)  7s.  9d. 

CARMEN 

Carmen  "20"  gift  box.  Six  jumbo,  ten  large  and 
four  small  rollers.  £11  19s.  6d. 

QUANT 

Titch  twinset  (nail  polish  and  swivel  lipstick)  12s. 
Nail  kit  (four  nail  polishes,  remover,  emery  boards 
and  orange  sticks.  27s.  6d. 

SIRIEX 

Ecusson  Cologne  in  gold-satin-hued  red  box 
with  Christmas  star  design.  28s.  6d.  and  48s. 


P.  &  M. 

Gigi  coffrets  containing  variants  of  two,  three  or 
four  items  10s.  9d.  to  21s.  Lavender  coffrets 
containing  variants  of  two,  three  or  four  items 
9s.  9d.  to  32s.  6d. 


LAUDER 

Range  of  Christmas  packs,  the  "most  beautiful 
packages  under  the  tree  this  year,"  including 
Eau  de  parfum  spray  in  imported  French  gift  bottle 
with  scented  dusting  powder.  £5  10s.  and 
Fragrance  Oval  trio  Youth-Dew  bath  oil,  Cologne 
and  purse-size  Eau  de  parfum  spray.  £3  4s.  6d. 
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Correspondence 

Letters  when  received  must  bear  the  name  and  address  of  the  sender,  not  necessarily 
for  publication.  The  Editor  does  not  hold   himself  responsible  for  the  views  expressed. 


Donations  Invited 

Sir,— All  old  students  of  the  Ply- 
mouth School  of  Pharmacy  will  re- 
member  the   many   years   of  valued 
work  undertaken  by  Miss  F.  Stanbury 
in  helping  them  in  their  pharmaceutical 
life.  In  recognition  of  this  the  Ply- 
mouth Branch  has  decided  to  present 
the   Regional   School   of  Technology 
with  a  suitable  memento  (this  is  Miss 
Stanbury 's  wish).  I  would  therefore,  on 
behalf  of  the  appeal,  ask  all  former 
students  for  donations  to  this  project. 
Mervyn  Madge,  Secretary, 
1  Saltburn  Road, 
St.  Budeaux,  Plymouth 

Precocious  Mechanics 

Sir, — The  enclosed  cutting  is  from  a 
recent  copy  of  Australia's  Sydney 
Morning  Herald.  Those  who  have  lived 
in  Australia  are  aware  that  Austra- 
lians develop  at  an  early  age,  particu- 
larly at  games,  but  not  so  early,  surely, 
as  to  justify  what  appears  to  be  absurd 
pharmaceutical  legislation:  — 

STARTING  YOUNG.  A  chemist 
reader  wonders  why  our  poison  laws 
insist  that  Polaramine  infants  com- 
pound, an  antihistamine  preparation 
sold  exclusively  for  babies  up  to  six 
months,  must  carry  the  warning: 
"Caution.  This  preparation  may  cause 
drowsiness.  Do  not  drive  or  operate 
machinery  and  do  not  drink  alcohol 
while  taking  this  medicine." 

K.  E.  White, 
Kano,  Nigeria 

Outrageous  Opinion 

Sir,— Mr.  Blum,  chairman  of  the 
Chemists'  Action  Group  is  quoted 
(C.  &  D.,  October  12,  p.  346)  as  saying 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Group 
that  "From  the  letters  appearing  in  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  there  is  a  hard 
core  who  are  devoted  to  arguing 
against  a  better  scale  of  remuneration 
for  pharmacists."  I  cannot  recall  that 
any  of  Mr.  Farr's  letters  or  my  letter 
contained  anything  to  show  that  there 
was  satisfaction  with  the  present  re- 
muneration. Perhaps  Mr.  Blum  will 
indicate  (not  by  private  communica- 
tion) which  letters  carried  the  state- 
ments on  which  he  based  his  out- 
rageous opinion  quoted  above. 

Iohn  B.  Grosset, 
Edinburgh,  9 

Non-Tariff  Dressings 

Sir, — I  expect  that  all  members  of 
Local  Pharmaceutical  Committees  will 
be  aware  that  doctors  have  never 
received  any  information  regarding  the 
appliances  and  dressings  that  may  not 
be  prescribed  on  EC  10.  To  remedy  that 
shortcoming,  the  National  Pharmaceu- 
tical Union  has  reprinted  p.  16  of  the 
Guide  as  a  separate  leaflet,  which  can 
be  distributed  with  advantage  to  all 
doctors  in  England  and  Wales,  with  a 
resultant  saving  in  time,  telephone  calls, 
and  medical  and  patient  equanimity. 
Supplies  are  now  ready,  and  I  would 
suggest  to  my  colleagues  on  Pharma- 
ceutical Committees  that  they  order 


their  requirements  from  Mallinson 
House  without  delay.  Mr.  Wright  and 
Mr.  Charlton  will  be  delighted  if  they 
do. 

Stanley  Durham, 
Sheffield 

N.Z.  Pharmacists  Outwitted 

Sir, — It  has  concerned  me  that  more 
New  Zealand  pharmacists  have  not 
taken  a  closer  interest  in  matters  over- 
seas. Some  years  ago  a  group  of  us 
visited  Australia  at  our  own  expense 
but,  although  much  was  learnt,  little 
was  used,  partly  because  the  present 
Social  Security  system  ensures  an  in- 
come for  all  who  open  a  pharmacy: 
there  has  not  been  enough  necessity  to 
study  for  the  future.  The  present  day, 
with  its  profit,  has  been  too  great  a 
temptation,  so  now  New  Zealand  faces 
a  situation  in  which  the  Health  Depart- 
ment, administrator  of  the  health 
scheme,  is  slowly  imposing  charges  and 
influencing  prescribers.  The  Depart- 
ment has  played  a  strategic  game  and  I 
am  afraid  that  pharmacy's  leaders  have 
been  outwitted.  This  is  unfortunate,  for 
now  there  are  two  divisions  in  phar- 
macy, one  seeking  to  extend  with  ethics 
dominating  the  cash  register,  and  the 
other  emphasising  the  business  side. 
The  multiplicity  of  retail  outlets,  many 
of  them  overlapping  and  competing 
amongst  themselves,  provide  pharmacy 
with  serious  competition  for  the  pur- 
chases of  the  two  and  a  half  million 
people  scattered  throughout  the  whole 
country.  My  personal  view  is  that 
there  must  be  two  solutions,  one  a 
short-term  to  educate  those  in  business 
in  management  and  a  more  profes- 
sional approach  so  that  fields  which 
cannot  be  reached,  profitably,  by  the 
supermarkets  and  similar  competitors 
can  be  exploited  and  developed  along 
the  lines  your  special  supplements 
indicate;  the  other  a  long-term  project 
aimed  at  reducing  the  number  of  phar- 
macies, increasing  the  size  and  staffing 
them  with  more  registered  pharmacists 
each  of  whom  could  specialise.  Indivi- 
dual incomes  may  fall  but  this  would 
be  acceptable  if  security  was  secured. 

Reg.  Combes. 
Auckland,  New  Zealand 

"Restricted'"  Sales  at  Runcorn 

Sir, — In  various  commentaries  on  the 
action  of  the  Runcorn  Development 
Corporation  in  limiting  the  range  of 
poods  and  services  to  be  supplied  by 
(he  Castlefields  Pharmacy  the  term 
"pure"  pharmacy  has  been  used  — 
reasonablv,  I  think,  for  the  sake  of 
brevity.  This  terminology,  however,  has 
piven  rise  to  the  belief  in  some  quar- 
ters that  the  terms  of  the  restrictions 
are  drawn  more  narrowly  than  is  the 
case.  It  seems  desirable,  therefore,  to 
publish  the  list  of  goods  which  the 
lease  specifies  as  being  those  which 
the  pharmacy  will  be  permitted  to  sell, 
viz.  : 

(i)  Drugs  and  medicines  on  the  written 
prescription  of  a  medical  practitioner, 
dental  practitioner  or  veterinary  sur- 
geon; drugs  and  medicines  prepared  for 


specific  customers,  (ii)  Pharmaceutical 
preparations  to  be  used  in  the  health 
centre    and    pharmaceutical    services  I 
required    by    the    health    centre,  (iii) 
"Substances    recommended    as  medi- 
cines" as  defined  in  Section  17  of  the 
Pharmacy  and  Medicines  Act  1941  or 
in  legislation  replacing  the  same,  (iv)  I 
Foods  used  by  invalids  in  sustaining  I 
and  restoring  their  health,  (v)  Goods  S 
and  foods  used  in  the  care  of  infants.  9 
(vi)  Disinfectants,  antiseptics,  (vii)  Sur-  I 
gical    appliances,    dressings,    plasters,  I 
nursing  requisites,  (viii)  Sanitary  towels  j 
and  similar  goods  for  women's  hygiene.  9 

(ix)  Goods  necessary  for  the  mainten-  I 
ance    of    dental    and    oral    hygiene.  I 

(x)  Family    planning    requisites,    (xi)  I 
Chiropody  requirements,  (xii)  Veterinary  1 
medicines,    (xiii)    Agricultural,    horti-  I 
cultural      and     industrial  chemicals, 
insecticides,    pesticides,    (xiv)  Electro 
medical  and  actino  therapeutic  appara- 
tus  and   services,   (xv)  Scientific  and 
diagnostic    materials,    apparatus  and 
instruments. 

The  terms  of  the  lease  also  permit 
"the  sale  and  supply  of  such  other 
goods  and  the  provision  of  such  other 
services  as  may  from  time  to  time  be 
agreed  in  writing  by  the  Corporation 
following  written  application  by  the 
lessee."  There  will  obviously  be  indi- 
vidual products  or  groups  of  products 
where  difficulties  of  definition  will 
occur,  but  none,  it  is  anticipated,  that 
cannot  be  disposed  of  readily  in  the 
course  of  normal  commonsense  land- 
lord and  tenant  relationship,  being  con- 
cerned, as  we  are,  with  a  contract  freely 
entered  into  by  a  selected  tenant  who 
wishes  to  operate  in  accordance  with 
the  purpose  of  this  particular  phar- 
macy. 

C.  W.  Robinson,  M.P.S., 
Runcorn  Development  Corporation, 
Runcorn,  Ches 

EXPANSION  PROJECTS 

FISONS  Pharmaceuticals,  Ltd.,  an 
opening  during  October  new  pharma 
ceutical  research  laboratories  on  a  siti 
at  Derby  Road,  Loughborough 
Leics. 

A  FURTHER  phase  in  the  long  tern 
development  of  Yardley  of  London 
Ltd.'s  new  factory  at  Basildon,  Esse" 
is  being  put  in  hand  following  th 
award  of  a  £250.000  contract  recentl 
to  Taylor  Woodrow  Construction.  Ltd 
for  the  erection  of  a  production  are 
for  soap  manufacture  and  warehous 
ing.  It  is  the  third  Taylor  Wood^ 
contract  for  Yardley  as,  in  addition  t 
this  new  extension,  work  began  i 
April  on  a  £425,000  contract  for  a  nc 
four-story  office  building,  due  fc 
completion  in  1969. 

MALLORY  Batteries,  Ltd.  (Europe 
have  concluded  sales/distribution  agre< 
ments  with  Cipel/ Mazda,  France,  an 
Cipel /Belgium.  The  French  and  Be 
gian  companies  have  agreed  to  distr 
bute,  promote  and  sell  the  comple 
range  of  Mallory  batteries  in  thos 
countries  over  the  next  three  year 
The  new  contracts  renew  a  sales  agre 
ment  for  France,  operated  successful 
for  the  past  three  years,  and  start  a  ne 
link  with  Cipel  in  Belgium,  whei 
Mallory  have  recently  opened  a  mant 
facturing  plant  at  Aarschot. 
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End  of  an  Era 

Pharmacists  in  their  time  have  assumed  many  roles — 
guardians  of  the  nation's  health,  tax  collectors  for  a 
not  very  understanding  public,  health  educators,  tech- 
nological scientists  and  now,  at  short  notice,  that  of 
mourner — for  the  profession  has  lost  a  close  relative. 
Perhaps  the  image  assumed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
was  sometimes  that  of  a  Victorian  great  aunt  who 
knew  what  was  best,  and  yet  the  almost  unnoticed  pas- 
sing of  a  great  Ministry  should  make  all  pharmacists 
spare  a  thought  even  if  they  have  no  inclination  to  shed 
a  silent  tear. 

The  Ministry  of  Health,  now  submerged  into  the 
younger  colossus  of  the  Ministry  of  Social  Security, 
was  inaugurated  by  Act  of  Parliament  in  1919  and  in 
luly  1  of  that  year  took  over  the  duties  previously  per- 
formed by  the  Local  Government  Board  and  National 
Health  Insurance  Commission,  as  well  as  a  multitude  of 
other  duties.  In  a  sense  it  was  the  forerunner  of  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  but  to  the 
pharmacist  the  Ministry  of  Health  represents  the  Na- 
tional Health  Service  and  its  responsibilities  under  the 
various  Acts.  When  remuneration  is  in  question  the 
general  practitioner  in  pharmacy  may  well  remember 
to  his  cost  the  apparent  zeal  of  the  Ministry's  talented 
negotiators  to  get  the  best  value  regardless.  To  leave 
the  matter  there  would,  however,  be  unjust,  because 
pharmacists  who  have  had  the  great  fortune  to  meet 
the  civil  servants  of  the  Health  Ministry  must  have  been 
impressed  by  their  understanding  and  sympathy,  and 
many  will  know  of  the  co-operation  that  has  existed 
between  the  various  pharmaceutical  organisations  and 
the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Aneurin  Bevan  stamped  it  with  his  personality,  Enoch 
Powell  turned  it  into  a  sword  that  appeared  poised 
over  the  pharmaceutical  artery.  The  last  Minister  of 
Health,  Kenneth  Robinson,  was  one  of  the  few  to  gain 
the  regard  of  the  pharmaceutical  profession.  He  ap- 
peared to  be  doing  his  best  to  see  that  the  pharmacist 
was  appreciated  in  the  scheme  of  things,  an  attitude 
that  was  less  in  evidence  from  some  past  holders  of  the 
office,  as  would  be  shown  by  an  examination  of  their 
pronouncements. 

Whether  the  new  Ministry  will  continue  the  happy 
relationship  that  currently  exists  between  it  and  the 
profession,  and  whether  that  will  ripen  into  something 
permanent  or  disappear  under  an  accumulation  of  dust, 
time  alone  will  tell.  Much  depends  on  the  subordinate 
minister  made  responsible  to  the  Secretary  for  State, 
and  whether  he  will  continue  to  be  equally  or  perhaps 


even  more  receptive,  understanding  and  appreciative 
than  Mr.  Robinson  has  been.  That  again  is  a  question 
for  the  future.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  new  Ministers 
and  their  supporting  civil  servants  will  always  avail 
themselves  of  the  best  pharmaceutical  advice  available. 

Unexpected  Bonuses 

When  a  handful  of  Swindon  pharmacists  got  together 
to  form  a  buying  group  they  had  no  idea  that,  in  addi- 
tion to  purchasing  more  competitively,  they  would 
derive  other,  and  perhaps  more  valuable,  advantages. 
In  his  paper  to  the  annual  conference  of  the  Institute 
of  Pharmacy  Management  (C.  &  D.,  October  19,  p. 
369),  Mr  M.  J.  Bran  told  how,  as  the  monthly  meetings 
of  the  group  developed,  members  found  themselves  dis- 
cussing both  mutual  and  individual  pharmaceutical 
problems.  One  outcome  was  that  ideas  that  had  been 
found  successful  in  one  pharmacy  were  adopted,  and 
sometimes  improved  upon,  in  others.  Discussions  led 
to  comparisons  of  turnover,  percentage  profits  and 
other  such  matters;  in  fact,  the  major  part  of  the 
group's  monthly  meetings  gradually  came  to  be  devoted 
to  the  management  of  members'  shops.  Co-operation 
next  extended  to  the  joint  employment  of  a  part-time 
pharmacist  so  that  each  pharmacist  member  of  the 
group  was  no  longer  tied  to  his  pharmacy  for  six  days 
a  week. 

Here,  then,  a  small  group  seems  to  be  achieving  some 
of  the  objects  for  which  the  branches  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  were  formed,  namely  "Promoting  a 
corporate  spirit  amongst  members  and  providing  oppor- 
tunity for  members  to  raise  and  discuss  matters  of 
common  interest  and  to  express  their  collective  opinion 
thereon."  Those  aims  seem  to  have  been  lost  sight  of 
by  many  of  the  Society's  branches  in  recent  years.  Is 
that  perhaps  the  reason  why,  in  fact,  so  many  members 
seem  to  have  overlooked  their  branches  altogether? 

ON  THE  SIDELINES 

★  THE  GOOD  OLD  DAYS  ★ 
Many  older  pharmacists  will  remember  the  long  hours  that 
had  to  be  worked  in  retail  during  their  youth.  Any  attending 
the  Crewe  and  district  Trades'  Council's  exhibition  held 
recently  in  the  town's  library  to  mark  the  centenary  of 
the  Trades  Union  Congress  would  have  had  a  reminder 
of  those  "good  old  days"  from  a  notice  dated  1854,  and 
originating  in  East  Anglia,  giving  conditions  of  service 
for  shop  assistants  in  that  year.  Little  progress  would  seem 
to  have  been  made  in  the  hours  between  then  and  the  turn  of 
the  century.  The  instructions  (and  exhortations)  included: 
"Opening  the  store  promptly  at  6  a.m.  and  closing  at 
9  p.m.  all  year  round;  The  lamps  to  be  trimmed  and  filled 
and  the  chimney  cleaned  daily;  Each  employee  to  pay  at 
least  21s.  yearly  to  the  Church,  and  to  attend  Sunday 
school  weekly;  After  14  hours'  work  'spare  time'  should 
be  devoted  to  reading  good  literature." 

ECHOES    OF    THE  PAST 

A  FEVER 

From  'PRIMITIVE  PHYSIC K,"  by  John  Wesley,  1772 
Drink  a  Pint  and  half  of  Cold  Water  lying  down  in 
Bed :  I  never  knew  it  do  Hurt.  Or,  a  large  Glass  of  Tar- 
Water  warm,  every  hour.  The  best  of  all  Juleps  in  a 
Fever  is  this: —  Toast  a  thin  Slice  of  Bread,  without 
Burning;  put  it  hot  into  a  Pint  of  cold  Water;  then  set 
it  on  the  Fire  till  it  is  pretty  hot.  In  a  dry  Heat  it  may 
be  given  cold;  in  a  moist  Heat  warm,  the  more  largely 
the  better:  Tried.  Or,  put  an  Ounce  of  Rice  in  a  Pint  of 
Water.  Set  it  near  the  Fire  ....  Then  pour  it  off  clear. 
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THE  British  Pharmacopoeia  has  long  ceased  to  be  a 
book  to  which  the  practising  pharmacist  can  turn  for 
practical  guidance  on  the  preparation  of  medicines. 
Its  primary  function  is  to  provide  standards  of  purity  and 
analytical  and  biological  procedures  used  for  the  standard- 
isation of  drugs  and  medicinal  products.  In  serving  that 
function  it  accurately  reflects  the  innovations  of  the  phar- 
maceutical industry  and  the  consequent  changes  in  thera- 
peutics. The  pace  of  such  change  may  be  estimated  by  the 
number  of  new  monographs  and  deletions.  To  the  ninety- 
three  new  monographs  in  this  new  edition  must  be  added 
fifty-nine  included  in  the  1964  Addendum  and  seventy-two 
in  the  1966  Addendum.  The  deletion  of  fifty-nine  mono- 
graphs leaves  a  net  gain  of  164,  making  a  total  of  1.149  in 
the  present  edition. 

Colour  in  Tablets  and  Capsules 

The  policy  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  Commission  towards 
the  addition  of  colour  to  tablets  and  capsules  has  now 
changed.  Whereas,  in  the  past,  the  addition  of  colour  was 
permitted  only  if  it  was  expressly  stated  in  the  monograph, 
there  is  no  longer  any  such  restriction.  That  ends  the 
anomalous  situation  in  which  the  B.P.  preparation  was 
colourless  whilst  the  available  proprietary  product,  in  some 
instances,  was  coloured. 

Labelling  of  Dispensed  Medicines 

The  Commission  has  also  made  it  abundantly  clear  that 
it  is  in  favour  of  the  labelling  of  dispensed  medicines  with 
the  name  of  the  active  ingredient.  In  the  Commission's 
view  it  is  in  the  interests  of  the  patient's  safety  that  tablets 
and  capsules  should  be  so  labelled  because  of  the  need  for 
ready  identification  in  cases  of  poisoning  and  the  hazards 
that  may  follow  if  a  doctor  is  compelled  to  make  a  diag- 
nosis in  ignorance  of  the  drug  treatment  which  the  patient 
is  undergoing.  The  Council  of  the  Society  has,  of  course, 
accepted  the  need  for  the  labelling  of  dispensed  medicines, 
but  agreement  has  not  yet  been  secured  on  how  the  deci- 
sion is  to  be  implemented.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  outstand- 
ing difficulties  will  soon  be  resolved,  so  that  the  decision  to 
disclose  the  composition  of  dispensed  medicines  may  be 
implemented. 

An  Important  Changejof  Title 

"Strong  Calciferol  Tablets"  is  now  the  title  of  the  pre- 
paration containing  1  25  mgm.  of  calciferol  (50,000  units)  in 
each  tablet  and  formerly  known  as  Calciferol  tablets.  That 
preparation  is  used  in  the  treatment  of  hypoparathyroidism 
and,  because  of  its  old  title,  involved  the  danger  that  it 
might  be  mistakenly  prescribed  when  Tablets  of  Calcium 
and  Vitamin  D  were  needed;  as  a  consequence,  calciferol 
may  have  been  given  in  excessive  doses  to  children.  The 
Pharmacopoeia  now  expressly  states  that  strong  calciferol 
tablets  are  not  to  be  supplied  when  calciferol  tablets  are 
prescribed  or  ordered  until  it  has  been  ascertained  that  the 
high-potency  preparation  is  definitely  required. 

A  Change  of  Formulation 

Diamorphine  Injection  was  added  to  the  Pharmacopoeia 
in  1963  and,  because  of  the  instability  of  diamorphine 
hydrochloride  in  aqueous  solution,  the  preparation  was 
directed  to  be  recently  prepared.  That  requirement  has 
caused  considerable  difficulty,  particularly  in  hospital  phar- 
macy, where  it  has  been  a  problem  to  ensure  the  rapid 


turnover  of  stocks  to  ensure  the  preparation  was  alway 
recently  prepared.  The  injection  now  consists  of  a  steril 
powder,  enabling  the  solution  to  be  prepared  extempoi 
aneously  at  the  time  of  use.  It  would  be  useful  for  th 
merits  of  diamorphine  to  be  clinically  evaluated  now  tha 
a  preparation  is  available  that  ensures  the  drug  is  give 
without  undergoing  hydrolysis. 

Preparation  of  Eye  Ointments 

In  keeping  with  the  requirements  for  eye  preparations  i 
the  British  Pharmaceutical  Codex,  the  Pharmacopoeia  no1 
requires  eye  ointments  to  comply  with  tests  for  sterilit; 
Because  of  the  nature  of  those  preparations,  it  is  not  po: 
sible  to  carry  out  a  sterilisation  process  on  the  finish 
ointments.  Consequently  eye  ointments  must  be  prepare 
under  conditions  of  strict  asepsis,  using  sterilised  ingredien 
in  the  compounding.  They  must  also  be  filled  into  pn 
viously  sterilised  collapsible  tubes,  which  comply  with  tr 
requirements  for  collapsible  metal  tubes  for  eye  ointmen 
laid  down  in  British  Standard  4230: 1967.  The  latter  requir 
ment  is  to  control  metal  particles,  the  presence  of  whi 
in  eye  ointments  was  demonstrated  after  the  publication  < 
the  1963  edition  of  the  Pharmacopoeia. 

Pharmaceutical  Adjuvants 

Substances   added   to   preparations  must   not   only  I 
innocuous  and  without  effect  on  the  therapeutic  activity  i 
the  drug,  but  must  also  now  not  interfere  with  the  offici 
assay  and  tests  for  purity.  That  places  a  further  restrictic 
on  the  pharmacist  engaged  in  formulation,  and  it  remaii 
to  be  seen  whether  it  hinders  the  development  of  ne 
pharmaceutical  products  or  whether  it  will  further  extei 
the  ingenuity  of  pharmacists  employed  in  the  indust 
Attention  is  also  drawn  to  the  necessity  that  pharmaceuti 
adjuvants  should  be  free  from  contamination  with  harmf 
organisms.  That  warning  follows  reports  from  Sweden 
microbial  contamination  in  formulated  medicines.  The  su 
stances  that  were  especially  incriminated  included  pota 
starch  and  dried  thyroid,  the  glands  for  the  preparation 
which   must   be   collected,   stored,   and   processed  und 
hygienic  conditions  to  minimise  the  risks  of  contaminati 

New  Monographs 

This  review  has  concentrated  on  the  aspects  of  the  Ph< 
macopoeia  which  are  of  interest  to  the  practising  phar 
cist.  However,  it  would  be  incomplete  if  mention  were 
made  of  the  substances  and  preparations  included  in  t 
new  monographs.  Those  are  listed  according  to  their  phi 
macological    classification    in    the    accompanying  tab 
Amongst  the  drugs  acting  on  the  central  nervous  syst' 
are  two  antidepressants :    desipramine  hydrochloride  a 
isocarboxazid.  The  former  is  an  analogue  of  imipramii 
and  has  a  more  rapid  onset  of  action.  Isocarboxazid  is 
monoamine  oxidase  inhibitor,  the  use  of  which  is  now  t 
subject  of  considerable  medical  controversy.  However,  t 
Pharmacopoeia  is  not  the  arbiter  of  such  matters  and, 
long  as  the  drug  is  prescribed,  there  is  a  need  for  offi 
standards  to  be  provided. 

An  interesting  addition  to  the  cardiovascular  drugs  is  1 
beta-adrenergic  blocking  agent,  propranolol  hydrochloric 
That  compound  replaces  pronethalol,  a  drug  having 
similar  action  but  shown,  in  animal  studies,  since  its  int 
duction  in  the  1966  Addendum,  to  have  undesirable  toxici 
Propranolol  hydrochloride  is  used  in  the  treatment 
cardiac  arrhythmias  and  in  angina.  Frusemide  is  a  co 
pound,  structurally  unrelated  to  the  thiazides,  and  havi 
an  intense  diuretic  effect.  Mannitol  injection  has  been 
use  in  hospitals  for  some  time  as  an  osmotic  diuretic  tl 
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upplements  the  action  of  more  potent  diuretics  given  in 
ssociation  with  it. 

Additions  to  the  drugs  acting  on  infections  include 
ephaloridine,  an  antibiotic  structurally  related  to  peni- 
illin  but  differing  in  the  important  aspect  that  it  is  effec- 
ve  against  infections  that  are  resistant  to  benzylpenicillin. 
ulphomyxin  sodium  is  derivative  of  polymyxin  B  that  is 
sss  toxic  for  systemic  administration  than  polymyxin-B 
ulphate. 

Hormones  included  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  include  two 
ew  forms  of  insulin  and  female  sex  hormones  used  in  oral 
antraceptive  formulations.  Those  examples  indicate  the 
ange  of  preparations  now  included  in  the  Pharmacopoeia 

d  underline  the  pace  at  which  new  drugs  are  being 
eveloped. 

Parallel  with  the  introduction  of  new  drugs,  methods  of 
nalysis  and  control  have  also  been  developed.  In  addition 
ultra-violet  absorption  spectrometry,  the  Pharmacopoeia 
ow  utilises  infra-red  spectroscopy,  thin-layer  chroma- 
graphy,  gas-liquid  chromatography  and  flame  photo- 
etry,  all  of  which  are  described  in  the  Appendices. 
NEW  MONOGRAPHS  IN  THE  BRITISH 
PHARMACOPOEIA  1968 

Anticonvulsant 
Sulthiame  (tabs.) 
Anti-Parkinsonian 


entrai.  Nervous  System 
Anaesthetic 
Methoxyflurane 
Analgesics 

Dextromoramide  tartrate 

(tabs.) 
Oxyphenbutazone 
Dextropi  opoxyphene  nap- 
sylate 
(tabs.) 
Antidepressants 
Desipramine  hydrochloride 

(tabs.) 
Isocarboxazid 
(tabs.) 


citrate  (tabs.) 
hydrochloride 


Orphenadrine 
Orphenadrine 
(tabs.) 

Sedatives  and  Hypnotics 
Ethchlorvynol  (caps.) 
Nealbarbitone  (tabs.) 
Quinalbarbitone  (caps.) 
Cardiovascular  System 
Adrenergic  Beta-receptor 

blocker 
Propranolol  hydrochloride 

(inj.,  tabs.) 


Anticoagulant 
Nicoumalone  (tabs.) 
Antihypertensive 
Methosei  pidine  (tabs.) 
Diuretics 

Chlorthalidone  (tabs.) 

Cyclopenlhiazide  (tabs.) 

Frusemide  (tabs.) 

Mannitol  injection 

Triamterene  (caps.) 

Urea  (inj.) 
Respiratory  System 

Bronchial  relaxant 

Orciprenaline  sulphate 
(inj.  tabs.) 
Genito-urinary  System 

U  tents 

Oxytocin  (tabs.) 
Infections 
Antibacterials 
Cephaloridine  (inj.) 
Clioquinol 

Oxytetracycline  (caps.) 
Sulphomyxin  sodium  (inj.) 
Sulphadiazine   sodium  (inj.) 
Antituberculous 
Ethionamide  (tabs.) 
Pyrazinamide  (tabs.) 
Taenicide 

Niclosamide  (tabs.) 
Metabolism 

Female  sex  hormones 
Chlorti  ianisene  (caps., 

tabs.) 
Lynoestrenol 
Mestranol 

Norethisterone  acetate 

Norethynodrel 

Insulin 

Biphasic  insulin 
Neutral  insulin  inj. 


Nutrition  and  Blood 
Haematinics 

Ferrous  fumarate  (tabs.) 
Ferrous  succinate  (caps., 

tabs.) 
Iron  sorbitol  (inj.) 
Calcium  metabolism 
Dihydrotachysterol 
Trisodium  edetate  (inj.) 
Electrolyte    and  water 

replacement 
Laevulose  (inj.) 
Magnesium  chloride 
Sodium  acetate 
Wilson's  Disease  and  Lead 

Poisoning 
Penicillamine  (caps.) 
Penicillamine  hydrochloride 

(caps.) 

Eye 

Mydriatic 
Cyclopentolate 

Skin 

Betamethasone  valerate 
Triamcinolone  acetonide 

Immunological  Preparations 
Diphtheria,  tetanus, 
pertussis 

Poliomyelitis  vaccine 
Percutaneous  B.C.G. 
vaccine 

Blood  Products 

Dried  plasma  protein 

fraction 
Plasma  protein  fraction 

Diagnostic  Agent 
Sodium  iodohippurate 
(1311)  (inj.) 
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constrictor  to  relieve  nasal  congestion.  Like  pseudoephedrine 
it  produces  less  stimulation  of  the  higher  centres  of  the 
brain  than  ephedrine  or  amphetamine. 

Dihydrocodeine  tartrate  (D.F.I  18)  is  an  analgesic  drug 
that  is  used  as  an  alternative  to  the  more  potent  dependence 
producing  drugs  of  the  morphine  group. 

A  number  of  the  drugs  consist  of  special  derivatives  used 
for  particular  formulations.  Phenytoin.  for  example,  is 
included  because  of  its  use  in  the  formulation  of  its  mixture. 
Chloramphenicol  sodium  succinate  is  a  soluble  derivative 
used  in  the  injection.  Diethanolamine  fusidate  is  included 
in  the  oral  preparation  of  fusidic  acid  (Fucidin).  Erythro- 
mycin ethyl  carbonate  is  a  tasteless  derivative  which  is 
hydrolysed  in  the  alimentary  tract  releasing  erythromycin. 
It  is  a  constituent  of  a  paediatric  mixture  of  erythromycin 
(Ilotycin  Paediatric).  Lymecycline  (Tetralysal)  is  derived 
from  tetracycline  and,  because  of  its  greater  solubility,  has 
advantages  for  intramuscular  injection  and  is  more  com- 
pletely absorbed  on  oral  administration. 

Nalidixic  acid  (Negram)  is  a  urinary  antiseptic  which  is 
effective  against  Gram-negative  infections,  notably 
Escherichia  coli  and  species  of  Proteus. 


Pharmaceutical  Press,  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  London, 
W.C.I.  81  x  5i  in.  Pp.  xxxvii  +  1513.  140s. 
■pHE  British  Pharmaceutical  Codex  occupies  a  worthy 
I  place  on  the  pharmacists'  bookshelves.  Apart  from 
JL  providing  the  standard  formulae  for  many  commonly 
ed  preparations,  it  is  also  a  mine  of  information  on  the 
tions  and  uses  of  drugs.  In  the  1968  edition,  its  usefulness 
is  been  further  extended. 

In  addition  to  the  new  monographs  necessitated  by  the 
blication  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  1968,  the  Codex 
ntains  33  new  monographs,  16  of  which  are  concerned 
ith  drugs  and  17  with  substances  used  as  pharmaceutical 
ljuvants  (see  Table). 

Experience  with  the  use  of  modern  drugs  since  the 
iblication  of  the  1963  Codex,  has  further  emphasised  the 
ngers  of  drug  interactions  and  the  information  on  the 
tions  and  uses  of  drugs  has  now  been  supplemented,  where 
jpropriate,  by  additional  information  on  undesirable  effects 
id  precautions  and  contraindications. 

ew  Drugs 

New  drugs  include  ethacrynic  acid,  which  produces  in- 
nse  diuresis  by  preventing  the  reabsorption  of  sodium 
id  chloride  not  only  in  the  proximal  tubule  but  also  in 
e  ascending  limb  of  the  loop  of  Henle  and  in  the  distal 
bule.  It  may  be  administered  orally  or  by  intravenous 
jection  and  its  use  is  at  present  largely  confined  to  hos- 
tal  patients. 

Drugs  acting  on  the  respiratory  system  include  guai- 
lenesin,  a  substance  included  as  an  expectorant  in  a  num- 
5r  of  proprietary  cough  medicines.  Phenylpropanolamine 
also  used  in  proprietary  formulations,  mainly  as  a  vaso- 


Pharn  laceu  tieal  A  djuvan  ts 

The  large  number  of  pharmaceutical  adjuvants  now  in- 
cluded in  the  Codex  reflects  the  concern  that  all  substances 
used  in  the  formulation  of  medicines  should  comply  with 
stringent  standards  for  purity.  They  include  substances  used 
as  excipients  in  tablets  (e.g.  alginic  acid,  microcrystalline 
cellulose  and  povidone),  suspending  and  thickening  agents 
(e.g.  aluminium  magnesium  stearate  and  hypromellose), 
surface  active  compounds  (sorbitan  derivatives)  and  preser- 
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vatives  (sorbic  acid  and  potassium  sorbate).  Fractionated 
coconut  oil  is  used  as  a  non-aqueous  medium  for  the  for- 
mulation of  oral  suspensions  of  drugs  that  are  unstable  in 
the  presence  of  moisture.  The  Codex  directs  that  it  is  to 
be  used  when  fusidate  mixture  must  be  diluted  so  that  the 
prescribed  dose  is  contained  in  5  millilitres. 

Formulary  Section 

The  revision  of  the  Formulary  Section  is  notable  in 
several  respects.  The  change  to  the  metric  system,  which 
was  started  in  the  1963  edition,  has  now  been  completed 
and  the  entire  formulary  is  stated  in  metric  units  of  mea- 
surement. Liquid  oral  preparations  are  now  formulated  to 
doses  of  5  millilitres  (linctuses,  elixirs  and  paediatric  mix- 
tures), 10  millilitres  (adult  mixtures)  and  50  millilitres 
(draughts).  The  reformulation  of  the  adult  mixtures  has 
resulted  in  preparations  that  are  stronger  than  those  for- 
merly used  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  ensure  that  the 
public  is  made  fully  aware  of  the  change  in  strength. 

The  use  of  the  metric  system  for  all  dispensing  is  fore- 
shadowed by  Appendix  3  which  extends  the  metric- 
imperial  tables  to  cover  units  of  volume  as  well  as  of 
weight.  Providing  that  the  necessary  legislation  under  the 
Weights  and  Measures  Act  is  forthcoming,  it  is  these  quan- 
tities that  will  be  used  in  dispensing  prescriptions  in  the 
metric  system  when  the  imperial  or  apothecary  system  has 
been  used  by  the  prescriber. 

The  criteria  for  inclusion  of  preparations  has  now 
changed.  Formerly,  preparations  (other  than  tablets  and 
capsules)  were  not  included  unless  the  active  drug  was 
available  to  pharmacists  in  practice  and  a  complete  for- 
mula could  be  stated  in  the  Codex.  There  are  now  many 
useful  proprietary  formulations  of  drugs  (creams,  elixirs, 
paediatric  mixtures)  for  which  only  general  descriptions  of 
the  proprietary  products  are  given  so  that  standards  can 
be  provided  for  such  preparations.  Some  of  these  may  need 
to  be  diluted  in  the  course  of  dispensing  and  the  Codex 
provides  information  on  suitable  diluents. 

The  nomenclature  of  liquid  preparations  for  oral  adminis- 
tration has  been  rationalised.  These  are  now  described  as 
elixirs  or  mixtures  and  some  preparations  formerly  des- 
cribed as  syrups  have  been  assigned  to  one  or  other  of 
these  groups  (e.g.  phenethicillin  syrup  is  now  described 
as  phenethicillin  elixir).  The  term  "syrup"  is  confined  to 
preparations  used  as  vehicles  and  to  a  few  older  medicated 
syrups  which  are  normally  used  as  constituents  of  other 
preparations. 

Notable  additions  to  the  Formulary  section  are  the  con- 
centrated haemodialysis  solutions  and  intraperitoneal 
dialysis  solutions.  The  expansion  in  the  use  of  the  artificial 
kidney,  particularly  in  the  development  of  home  dialysis, 
has  made  it  desirable  for  standards  to  be  available  for 
the  solutions  used  and  for  the  chemicals  used  in  their 
preparation.  The  formulas  given  in  the  Codex  are  repre- 
sentative of  the  concentrated  haemodialysis  solutions  in 
common  use  but  they  may  need  modifying  to  meet  the 
specific  needs  of  particular  dialysis  units.  Intraperitoneal 
dialysis  is  a  procedure  carried  out  in  hospitals  as  an  alter- 
native to  haemodialysis  and  the  Codex  provides  standards 
for  the  two  solutions  most  commonly  used. 

Hospital  pharmacists  will  welcome  the  requirement  (also 
included  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia)  that  all  injections 
should  be  labelled  with  an  expiry  date.  The  extension  of 
that  requirement  to  other  preparations  included  in  the 
Codex  is  foreshadowed  in  the  Introduction  but  before  this 
can  be  done,  a  considerable  amount  of  investigative  work 
must  be  carried  out  to  determine  the  life  of  a  number  of 
preparations. 

ADDITIONS  TO  THE  BRITISH  PHARMACEUTICAL 
CODEX  1968 
Alimentary  System  Ethacrynic  acid 

Laxative  Respiratory  System 
Oxyphenisatin  acetate 
Cardiovascular  System  Expectorant 
Diuretic  Guaiphenesin 
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Local  anaesthetic 
Pi  oxymetacaine  hydrochlo- 
ride 

Pharmaceutical  Adjuvants 
Aluminium  magnesium  sili- 
cate 
Alginic  acid 
Benzaldehyde 
Calcium  alginate 
Cellaphate 

Cellulose,  microcrystalline 
Coconut  oil,  fractionated 
Hypromellose 
Polysorbate  20 
Polysorbate  60 
Polysorbate  80 
Potassium  sorbate 
Povidone 
Sorbic  acid 
Sorbitan  monolaurate 
Sorbitan  mono-oleate 
Sorbitan  monostearate 


Bronchial  relaxants 
Phenylpropanolamine 
Pseudoephedrine  hydrochlo- 
ride 

Respiratory  stimulant 
Ethamivan 
Nervous  System 
Analgesic 

Dihydrocodeine  acid  tartrate 

Anticonvulsant 

Phensu\imide 

Phenytoin 
Infections 

Antibacterial 

Chloramphenicol  sodium 
succinate 

Diethanolamine  fusidate 

Erythromycin  ethyl  carbon- 
ate 

Lymecycline 
Nalidixic  acid 
Amoebici.de 
Clefamide 

Retailing  Law  and  Finance 

BAD  DEBTS 

ONE  of  the  advantages  of  allowing  customers  to  open 
accounts  is  that  they  may  well  be  among  the  largest  spen 
ders.  A  disadvantage  is  that  to  obtain  payment  may  be  diffi 
cult  when  due.  Some  customers  seem  to  put  paying  off  for 
as  long  as  possible. 

First  Move 

Probably  the  best  plan  is  to  have  a  set  approach  towards 
customers  with  overdue  accounts  where  there  appears  to  b« 
no  special  reason  for  allowing  extended  credit.  The  firs 
move  can  be  to  write  a  fairly  stiff  letter.  That  gives  a  custo- 
mer the  chance  to  pay  without  putting  the  sender  to  an> 
expense  other  than  postage.  At  the  same  time  the  letter  cat 
show  that,  if  the  money  is  not  forthcoming,  stemei 
measures  may  well  have  to  be  adopted 

Such  a  letter  may  be  successful  with  the  genuinely  forget 
ful  customer,  but  the  really  determined  person  is  likely  jus 
to  throw  it  away.  So,  if  no  payment  has  been  received,  th< 
next  step,  after  a  short  interval,  should  be  to  see  a  solicitor 
He  can  send  a  letter  adding  that,  if  payment  is  not  receivec 
within  a  few  days,  legal  proceedings  will  be  started  withou 
further  notice.  Little  cost  will  be  involved  in  that  pro 
cedure,  which  may  well  be  successful  since  few  people  wan 
the  publicity  of  appearing  in  court.  If,  however,  a  chequ 
does  come,  it  is  well  worth  making  sure  that  it  is  correctl; 
made  out — for  example  that  it  has  the  right  date  and  th' 
amount  in  words  and  figures  agree.  Making  out  cheque 
wrongly  is  a  favourite  delaying  tactic. 

Default  Summons 

When  there  seems  a  good  possibility  of  recovering  th 
debt,  a  default  summons  in  the  County  Court  should  b 
worth  issuing.  For  that  only  a  relatively  small  fee  has  ti 
be  paid.  If  such  a  summons  does  not,  however,  succeed,  th 
big  decision  has  to  be  taken  whether  to  embark  on 
court  action — which  could  be  quite  expensive.  The  poir 
here  is  that,  even  though  it  may  look  as  though  one  shoul 
win  the  case  (provided  all  the  evidence  that  is  required  ca 
be  produced),  it  is  unlikely  that  all  one's  legal  costs  will  b 
met  by  the  customer.  In  other  words  unless  the  amount  in 
volved  is  fairly  substantial,  it  may  well  not  be  worth  whil 
to  take  the  case  any  further.  The  point  is  one  on  which  th 
solicitor  should  be  able  to  advise 

Going  to  a  good  solicitor  (and  there  is  no  doubt  th; 
some  are  better  than  others)  is  not  a  matter  of  throwii 
good  money  after  bad.  Often  it  is  a  means  of  recovering 
debt  quite  cheaply,  and  a  solicitor  should  be  able  to  advi 
whether  and  when  it  is  best  simply  to  let  the  whole  matte 
drop. 
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THE  following  paper  was  read  by 
Mr.  Walton:  — 

FLUID  ENERGY  MILL 
Energy  utilisation 

K.  RIDGWAY  and  C.  A.  WALTON 
(School  of  Pharmacy,  University  of  London) 

A  gem  fluid  energy  mill  was  built 
into  an  assembly  that  allowed  the  tem- 
perature, pressure  and  quantity  of  air 
flowing  through  it  to  be  measured. 
The  feed  rate  of  powder  to  be  ground 
was  also  controlled.  The  increase  in 
surface  area  of  sodium  chloride  was 
determined  as  a  function  of  air  pres- 
sure and  feed  rate  in  order  to  estab- 
ish  optimum  working  conditions. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Jeffries,  Canterbury,  sub- 
mitted that  the  amount  of  energy  util- 
ised in  small  experimental  batches  of 
i  given  size  range  was  of  little  impor- 
;ance.  It  would  have  been  more  useful 
:o  establish  optimum  rates  of  grinding 
for  different  materials  under  actual 
vorking  conditions.  Mr.  Walton  agreed 
[hat  under  working  conditions  maxi- 
mum utilisation  of  material  was  more 
mportant  than  amount  of  energy  in- 
put. In  reply  to  a  further  question 
Tom  Mr.  Jeffries  he  thought  it  would 
)e  difficult  to  obtain  a  correlation 
between  the  working  of  a  Gem  mill 
jind  normal  fluid  energy  mills  owing 
,o  their  different  operating  principles. 
\  comment  by  Dr.  C.  J.  Lewis,  Not- 
ingham.  that  he  had  found  trouble  in 
Jetting  a  reproducible  size  range  when 
ising  small  batches  of  material  led  to 
t  discussion  on  possible  mechanisms  of 
^article  disintegration  in  which  it  was 
winted  out  by  Dr.  Ridgway  that  work 
nn  the  Young's  modulus  of  sodium 
Ihloride  had  shown  that  it  was  capable 
^f  elastic  deformation,  presumably  by 
jome  form  of  deformation  of  the 
Crystal  lattice,  with  the  production  of 
neat.  He  recommended  to  users  of  a 
pern  mill  that  the  air  should  be  passed 
Ihrough  a  rotameter,  which  acted  as 
n  effective  silencer. 
Wednesday  afternoon's  science  session 
[ontinued  with  a  paper  read  by  Mr. 
Josser. 

STRUMENTATION 

modified  pressure  wheel  for  rotary 
ableting  machines 

J.  J.  DEER.  K.  RIDGWA  Y,  P.  H. 
ROSSER  and  E.  SHOTTON  (School  of 
Pharmacy,  University  of  London) 

S  any  research  into  tableting  pro- 
esses,  it  is  necessary  to  know  the 
orce  applied  at  the  punch  so  that  the 
ibleting  pressure  may  be  calculated. 
^  modified  pressure  wheel  subject  of 
Iritish  Patent  Application  No.  13309/ 
8  has  been  designed,  which  enables 
le  applied  force  at  all  stations  of  a 
otary  machine  to  be  measured;  it  also 
nables  the  measuring  position  to  be 
ept  in  line  with,  and  only  3  inches 
om,  the  head  of  the  punch.  The 
rinciple  is  to  make  the  normally  solid 
ressure  wheel  into  one  with  two 
pokes,  so  that  the  periphery  of  the 
heel  can  move  relative  to  the  hub, 
hen  the  compression  force  is  applied 
3  the  punch.  The  amount  of  move- 
lent  produced  by  a  given  force  is 


governed  by  the  length  and  thickness 
of  the  spokes.  A  few  thousandths  of 
an  inch  per  ton  of  applied  force  is  a 
typical  figure.  The  movement  obtained 
may  be  measured  in  a  number  of  ways. 

Mr.  K.  W.  Hargrove,  Chester,  who 
asked  whether  the  method  could  be 
used  through  the  whole  pressure  range 
of  the  machine,  was  told  that  it  could 
provided  the  machine  were  suitably 
designed  for  the  pressure  range  being 
examined. 

Dr.  K.  Ridgway  then  presented:  — 

POWDERS 

Mixing  during  flow  down  an  inclined 
plane 

K.  RIDGWAY,  R.  RUPP  and  A. 
SANCHEZ  (School  of  Pharmacy,  Univer- 
sity of  London) 

An  apparatus  has  been  constructed  in 
which  a  pair  of  hoppers  feed  powders 
at  controlled  rates  to  the  top  end  of 
a  chute  in  two  moving  layers,  one  on 
top  of  the  other.  The  layers  move  down 
the  chute  and  at  the  lower  end  are 
separated  again  by  an  adjustable  knife 
edge.  Subsequent  analysis  of  the  frac- 
tions obtained  enables  the  amount  of 
mixing  which  has  occurred  to  be  de- 
termined. Since  the  mixing  takes  place 
under  controlled  conditions  through  a 
known  area  of  contact  between  the 
powders,  the  apparatus  measures 
"powder  miscibility."  Two  photoelec- 
tric cells  enabled  the  powder  velocity 
to  be  measured.  Powder  velocities  and 
bed  structure  are  reported  for  the  flow 
of  single  layers  of  sand  of  various 
thicknesses.  Mixing  results  are  presen- 
ted, in  terms  of  an  effective  diffusion 
coefficient,  for  the  flow  of  30/36  mesh 
sand. 

Professor  A.  R.  Rogers,  Edinburgh, 
wondered  whether  the  method  could 
be  used  to  study  layers  having  differ- 
ent flow  rates.  Dr.  Ridgway  replied 
that  it  should  be  possible  to  modify 
the  apparatus  to  give  the  two  layers 
different  initial  velocities  but  whether 
it  would  be  possible  to  have  different 
flow  rates  on  the  inclined  plane  itself 
was  doubtful.  Mr.  V.  C.  Hodgson, 
Hale,  noted  that  industrially  flow  down 
an  inclined  plane  could  result  in  the 
build-up  of  a  charge  of  static  elec- 
tricity on  the  particles.  Had  the  authors 
observed  that  phenomenon  in  their  ex- 
periments and  how  had  it  affected  their 
density  measurements?  He  was  told 
that  there  had  been  some  difficulty  but 
it  had  been  largely  overcome  by  mak- 
ing all  parts  of  brass  and  earthing  the 
apparatus. 

Paper  34  was  read  by  Mr.  Segovia 
giving  his  first  paper  at  meeting  of  the 
Conference.  The  only  question  dealt 
with  technique. 

TABLET  COATING 

Use  of  diffusion  theory  for  the  assess- 
ment of  mixing  in  a  rotary  coating 
pan 

K.  RIDGWAY  and  E.  SEGOVIA  (School 
of   Pharmacy,    University   of  London) 

The  effectiveness  of  a  coating  pan  in 
treating  all  the  contained  tablets  iden- 
tically depends  upon  its  being  a  good 
mixing  device;  the  mechanics  of  par- 


ticle motion  within  such  a  pan  are 
therefore  of  interest.  One  measure  of 
the  mixing  rate  in  rotary  drum  mixers 
is  the  coefficient  of  self  diffusion,  a 
parameter  difficult  to  measure  in  a 
coating  pan.  Three  methods  of  measur- 
ing such  a  coefficient  are  reported  and 
compared :  linear  sampling,  total  com- 
partmenting  of  the  bed,  and  high- 
speed cinephotography.  The  third 
method  is  the  best,  and  a  technique  is 
described  for  treating  the  pictorial  data 
to  obtain  quantitative  results. 

Final  paper  of  the  session  was  read  by 
Mr.  Matthews.  It,  too,  raised  only  a 
question  on  technique. 

COAGULATION  AND  FLOCCULATION 
In  suspensions  of  griseofulvin  and 
polystyrene  latex 

B.  A.  MATTHEWS  and  C.  T.  RHODES 
(School  of  Pharmacy,  Portsmouth  College 
of  Technology) 

Coagulation  and  flocculation  mechan- 
isms have  been  examined  in  suspensions 
of  the  drug  griseofulvin  containing 
anionic  surfactants.  It  is  shown  both 
mechanisms  can  give  suspensions  that 
are  readily  redispersible,  but  floccula- 
tion may  produce  pharmaceutically  un- 
desirable effects.  Sodium  dioxyethylated 
dodecyl  sulphate  is  shown  to  be  a  sui- 
table wetting  agent,  despite  a  foaming 
tendency:  it  can  be  used  as  a  charge 
conferring  agent  for  subsequent  coa- 
gulation by  aluminium  salts.  It  is  sug- 
gested that  provided  it  is  suitably  non- 
toxic, it  would  be  a  useful  material  for 
the  pharmaceutical  formulator. 

Second  of  Wednesday  afternoon's 
science  sessions  opened  with  Mr.  H. 
Burlinson  in  the  chair.  He  introduced 
Dr.  J.  B.  Robinson  to  present:  — 

PHYSOSTIGMA  VENENOSUM  SEEDS 
Anti-acetylcholinesterase  activities  of 
its  alkaloids 

B.  ROBINSON  and  J.  B.  ROBINSON  (De- 
partment of  pharmacy.  University  of  Man- 
chester) 

Anti-acetylcholinesterase  activities 
of  physostigmine,  physovenine,  Na- 
norphysostigmine,  geneserine  and  esera- 
mine  have  been  investigated  in  vitro 
using  erythrocyte  acetylcholinesterase. 
The  former  three  bases  show  compara- 
ble activities  whereas  geneserine  and 
eseramine  are  inactive  under  the  same 
experimental  conditions.  The  biologi- 
cally active  form  of  the  bases  is  dis- 
cussed. 

Dr.  T.  D.  Whittet  asked  whether  the 
compounds  would  be  chemically  more 
stable  than  physostigmine,  so  making 
them  useful  in  eye  preparations. 
"Probably  not"  was  the  answer  he  re- 
ceived. 

Professor  W.  H.  Hunter  next  pre- 
sented :  — 

N-ALKYL  MORPHOLINES  AND  SALTS 
Synthesis  and  pharmacological  action 

A.  H.  BECKETT,  W.  H.  HUNTER  and 
P.  KOUROUNAKIS  (Chelsea  College  of 
Science  and  Technology) 

The  preparation  is  described  of  some 
2-hydroxy-2-aryl-4-alkylmorpholines  by 
ring    closure    of    the  corresponding 
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phenacyl  hydroxyarylalkylamines.  The 
influence  of  structure  upon  the  ring 
closure  reaction  is  examined  and  the 
absence  of  or  weak  pharmacological 
action  of  the  title  compounds  dis- 
cussed in  relation  to  leptazol  convul- 
sions, the  autonomic  nervous  system 
and  in  the  mouse  hot-plate  test. 

Dr.  R.  E.  Gilbert,  Nottingham,  was 
told  that  the  compounds  had  only  been 
tested  for  pharmacological  activity  by 
the  oral  route. 

Dr.  V.  Walters  next  presented:  — 

PARACETAMOL  TABLETS 
Dissolution  of  and  in-vitro  transfer  of 
paracetamol  with  and  without  sorbitol 

V.  WALTERS  (School  of  Pharmacy,  Uni- 
versity of  London) 

Many  adjuvants  have  been  added  to 
oral  dosage  forms  to  improve  the  ab- 
sorption of  drugs.  With  sorbitol  in 
paracetamol  tablets,  it  has  been  sug- 
gested that  the  improved  absorption  is 
due  to  the  sorbitol  acting  on  the  meta- 
bolism of  paracetamol  and  as  a  dis- 
persing agent  (Gwilt,  Robertson  and 
others,  1963).  The  combination  of 
paracetamol  and  sorbitol  provides  a 
readily  assayable  system  with  which  to 
examine  the  role  of  the  adjuvant.  The 
results  indicate  that  sorbitol  does  not 
form  an  absorbable  complex  with 
paracetamol.  The  improved  absorp- 
tion, claimed  by  Gwilt  and  others 
(1963).  of  paracetamol  from  tablets 
containing  paracetamol  and  sorbitol 
may,  however,  result  from  their 
higher  dissolution  rate.  That  rate  is  a 
function  of  formulation  and  of  com- 
pression force  (Ganderton,  Hadgraft, 
and  others.  1967;  Marlowe  and  Shan- 
graw,  1967;  Polderman  and  Braak- 
man,  1968)  and  these  factors  need  to 
be  standardised,  leaving  the  presence  or 
absence  of  sorbitol  as  the  sole  vari- 
able, before  any  improved  in  vitro-in 
vivo  effects  can  be  attributed  to  it. 

Dr.  Foster  was  told  that  the  author 
had  done  no  work  to  confirm  that 
there  was  increased  absorption.  Dr. 
M.  A.  Cymbalist,  Wembley,  who  asked 
whether  the  original  reports  had  sug- 
gested a  hypothesis  to  explain  the 
higher  blood  levels,  was  told  that 
sorbitol  had  been  investigated  by  the 
authors  because  it  had  been  reported 
to  enhance  the  absorption  of  vitamin 
Bi?.  Professor  Hunter  maintained  that 
in  vivo  testing  of  adjuvants  need  not 
be  difficult  and  referred  to  a  later  paper 
in  the  session.  Dr.  D.  D.  Heard  sug- 
gested that  it  was  sometimes  difficult 
to  achieve  reproducible  results  with 
three-phase  systems  (which  the  author 
had  used)  and  suggested  that  parti- 
tioning rates  were  better  obtained  from 
two  phase  systems  and  calculations. 
Dr.  Whittet  pointed  out  that  sorbitol 
should  not  be  regarded  as  being 
physiologically  inert;  it  might  be  that 
it  affected  the  permeability  of  the  gut 
wall.  Dr.  W.  R.  L.  Brown,  London, 
asked  about  variations  between  tablets, 
and  Dr.  Walters  replied  that,  except 
shortly  after  the  beginning  of  the  test, 
the  variation  with  time  was  less  than 
5  per  cent.  Each  mean  was  based  on 
two  tablets,  the  test  being  replicated 
three  times.  Professor  Elworthy 
sought  data  on  particle  size  of  materials 
from    the    tablets,    as  disintegration 


seemed  to  be  the  "key".  The  author 
had  no  information  but  there  were 
obviously  differences  between  the 
tablets. 

The  session  continued  with  Dr.  W. 
Mitchell  in  the  chair.  He  introduced 
Mr.  A.  C.  Moffat  to  present  his 
second  paper  at  the  Conference:  — 

BUCCAL  ABSORPTION 

Influence  of  alkyl  substitution  In  acids 

A.  H.  BECKETT  and  A.  C.  MOFFAT 
(Department  of  Pharmacy,  Chelsea  College 
of  Science  and  Technology,  University  of 
London) 

A  method  of  determining  the  passage 
of  acids  into  the  buccal  membrane  of 
man  is  presented.  The  absorption  is 
shown  to  be  the  passive  entry  into  a 
lipid  phase.  There  is  an  increase  in 
absorption  of  the  acids  due  to  altera- 
tions in  partition  characteristics  with 
increasing  chain  length  of  n-fatty  acids 
from  butyric  to  dodecanoic.  Methyl 
substitution  of  benzoic  acid  increases 
the  absorption  with  mono-  and  di- 
substituents,  but  decreases  the  absorp- 
tion with  the  tri-  and  tetra-substituents 
by  lowering  the  pK„.  Predictions  of 
the  relative  absorption  and  excretion 
in  man  of  these  acids  is  included. 

Dr.  Foster  asked  whether,  during  the 
experiment,  loss  of  drug  occurred  apart 
from  the  absorption,  and  Mr.  Moffat 
replied  that,  within  experimental  error, 
almost  all  of  the  drug  put  into  the 
mouth  was  obtained  back  with  certain 
compounds,  suggesting  there  was  little 
adsorption.  Answering  an  assertion 
that  the  method  had  limitations  for  new 
compounds  because  of  their  unknown 
toxicity,  he  said  that  little  drug  was 
used,  and  the  test  could  be  immediately 
followed  by  washing  out  with  a  dif- 
ferent buffer  which  would  remove  all 
drug  absorbed.  Dr.  Heard  asked  if 
any  attempts  had  been  made  to  find  an 
organic  system  that  would  give  similar 
results  to  the  buccal  membrane  and 
was  told  that  the  authors  hoped  to  do 
that  work.  They  had  tried  to  keep  their 
method  simple  but  would  like  to  cor- 
relate the  results  with  partition  experi- 
ments. Dr.  Rapson  suggested  that  solu- 
bility of  the  acids  should  be  allowed 
for  in  the  curves.  Professor  Hunter 
was  informed  that  no  experiments  had 
been  carried  out  with  "adjuvants",  but 
Mr.  Moffat  agreed  it  would  be  useful 
to  study  first  the  drug  alone  then  drug 
plus  a  series  of  possible  adjuvants. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Barzilay  then  made  his 
first  Conference  contribution:  — 

DISSOLUTION  RATE 
Measurement  by  an  automated 
dialysis  method 

R.  B.  BARZILAY  and  J.  A.  HERSEY 
(department  of  pharmaceutics.  School  of 
Pharmacy,    University    of  London) 

An  automated  dialysis  method  for  mea- 
suring the  dissolution  profiles  of  unit 
dose  forms  is  described.  The  suitability 
of  the  method  for  the  evaluation  of 
these  profiles  has  been  demonstrated 
by  an  examination  of  tablets  of  sulpha- 
thiazole  prepared  under  different  con- 
ditions of  pressure  and  excipient  con- 
tent. Addition  of  the  water  soluble 
resin,    polyethylene    oxide,    has  been 


shown  to  cause  a  small  increase  in  th 
dissolution  rates  of  the  tablets. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Whittaker,  Birkenhead,  w 
told  that  the  tablets  passed  the  B. 
disintegration  test  in  less  than  on 
minute.  Mr.  J.  E.  Jeffries,  Canterbury 
suggested  that  the  amounts  of  dru 
available  from  the  tablets  should  t 
expressed  in  relation  to  the  amoul 
available  from  the  drug  powder  itsel 
but  it  was  pointed  out  that  formulatio 
into  tablets  could  change  drug  solutio 
rate  by  an  effect  on  wetability  fc 
example.  Dr.  Rapson  asked  whetht 
starch  and  other  additives  could  ha.\ 
affected  the  dialysis  process.  Ml 
Barzilay  said  that,  in  an  experimei 
in  which  varying  concentrations 
polyethylene  oxide  had  been  con 
pounded  with  the  same  concentratic 
of  sulphathiazole,  dialysis  rates  ha 
remained  similar. 

Final  science  paper  of  the  week  w; 
given  by  Mr.  A.  G.  Davidson: 
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RHEUMATOID  ARTHRITIS 
Effect  of  acetylsalicylic  acid,  phenj 
butazone   and   indomethacin  on  tf 
binding     of     1 1 -hydroxy  steroids 
plasma  proteins 

J.   B.  STENLAKE,   A.   G.  DAVIDSON, 
K.  JASANI  and  W.  D.  WILLIAMS  (Sch 
of    Pharmaceutical    Sciences,  University 
Strathclyde     and     Centre     for  Rheuma 
Diseases,  Royal  Infimary,  Glasgow) 

Plasma  concentrations  of  total  and  u 
bound  1 1-hydroxysteroids  in  patieri 
with  rheumatoid  arthritis  have  be 
determined  using  a  fluorimetric  meth 
before  and  after  administration 
acetylsalicylic  acid,  phenylbutazone  a: 
indomethacin.  Unbound  11-hydrox 
steroids  were  measured  in  plasma  ulti 
filtrates  obtained  using  the  Toriba 
apparatus.  Enhancement  and  quenchi 
of  fluorescence  by  acetylsalicylic  ac 
phenylbutazone,  and  indomethacin,  a: 
heparin  used  as  an  anticoagulant  in  t 
blood  samples,  have  been  shown  to 
absent.  The  results  show  that  acet 
salicylic  acid,  phenylbutazone  and  : 
domethacin,  given  in  recommend 
therapeutic  doses  for  periods  of  o 
week,  have  no  significant  effect 
plasma  protein-binding  of  ll-hydro> 
steroids. 

The  short  discussion  related  only 
placebo  effects. 
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B.   Halley,   Magherafelt,  Northern  Ireland. 
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e  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by 
irges  have  to  be  added  whereby  values 

^ONDON,  October  23  :  The  threatened 
k  strike  in  the  United  States  has 
sed  a  flurry  of  buying  activity  in 
t  country.  The  result  was  that  an 
sady  tight  supply  position  in  CRUDE 
UGS  has   been   further  aggravated. 
Ices  of  Seychelles  Cinnamon  bark 
Iketed  while  Nutmegs  and  Pepper 
e  also  affected.  Peru  balsam  was 
ixpence  lb.  and  white  Squill  up 
per  cwt.  Also  dearer  were  Indian 
erian  by  15s.  per  cwt.  and  Cherry 
k  by   10s.  There  was  no  demand 
Senega  and  spot  prices  were  easier 
sixpence  per  lb.  Various  sources  of 
CACUANHA  remained  firm  and  scarce, 
pments  of  Tinnevelly  Senna  from 
port  of  Tuticorin  during  Septem- 
were : 


IJNA 

Ieaves 

lODS 


U.K.  U.S.  Europe 

Tons  Tons  Tons 

7  45  314 
3  4  151 


|n  Essential  Oils  a  firm  tone  of 
40NGRASS   was    maintained:  prices 
|itinuing  to  be  nominal.  Petitgrain 
threepence  per  lb.  dearer. 

Pharmaceutical  Chemicals 

enzamine  lactate. — In  500-gm.  lots 
23s.  per  kilo. 

Jenzoic  acid. — 50-kilo  kegs,  6s.  5d.  kilo; 
ium  salt  (in  kegs),  6s.  6d. 
Ioric  acid. — b.p.  grade  in  1-ton  and 
.vards  (per  ton):  Granular,  £84;  crystals, 
powder,  £90  10s.;  extra-fine  powder, 
10s.  per  ton  in  lined  hessian  bags, 
riage  paid  in  Great  Britain.  Less  £1  per 
if  supplied  in  paper  bags.  Technical 
m  £70  to  £80  10s.  per  ton  according  to 
e  and  packing. 

jAllic  acid. — b.p.,  12s.  6d.  per  lb.  for 
wt.  lots;  5-cwt.,  12s.  3d. 

4YPOPHOSPHOROUS      ACID.  B.P.C.  1959, 

9d.  per  kilo;  pure  (50  per  cent.),  20s.  9d. 
Methadone  hydrochloride. — Subject  to 
D.A.  regulations,  2s.  6d.  per  gm.  for 
gm  lots. 

•JaRCOTINE.           ALKALOID      and  HYDRO- 

xiride,  399s.  6d.  kilo. 
)leic  acid. — b.p.  £171  per  ton. 

ETHIDINE    HYDROCHLORIDE.  Subject  tO 

3. A.  regulations,  5-kilo  lots,  300s.  kilo. 
'hthalysulphathiazole.  —  5-kilo  lots, 
.  6d.  per  kilo;  50-kilos,  31s.  6d. 

jl^lLOCARPlNF.      l-kilo     lots,  HYDROCHLO- 

e,  1,621s.  6d.;  nitrate,  1,463s. 

'OTASH       SULPHURATED.  —  B.P.C,  1959 

10d.  per  kilo  in  50-kilo  drums. 
'otassium    acetate. — (Per    lb.)  1-cwt. 

3s.;  5-cwt.,  2s.  8d.;  10  cwt.,  2s.  6d. 
'otassium  hydroxide. — (Per  kilo),  Pellets, 
,9s.  6d.;  sticks,  J-kilo  in  bottles,  30s.  10d.; 
nnical  flake,  4s.  5Ad. 

'otassium  permanganate. — b.p.  in  1-cwt. 
),  2s.  Ofd.  per  lb.  Technical,  218s.  6d.  per 
:.;  1-ton  lots,  quoted  at  207s.  per  cwt. 
'otassium  phosphate.  —  B.P.C.  1949, 
kilo  kegs  of  powder,  9s.  3d.  per  kilo, 
^nular,  9s.  4d. 

otassium  sulphate. — b.p.c.  '49,  Is.  2d. 
lb. 

'otassium  thiocyanate. — 50-kilo  lots, 
7d.  per  kilo  in  kegs. 

rednisone. —  l-kilo  lots,  alcohol  and 
tate,6s.  6d.  per  gm. 

yrogallic  acid. — 1-cwt.  photographic 
stals,  32s.  3d.  per  lb. 

accharin. — b.p.  powder,  1  lb.  and  over 
6d.  per  lb.;  sodium  salt,  b.p.,  14s. 


TRADE  REPORT 

importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
are  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers 

Salicylamide. — 250-kilos,  13s.  3Jd.  per 
kilo. 

Salicylic  acid. — 250-kilos,  7s.  3d.  kilo. 

Tannic  acid. — b.p.  fluffy,  10s.  6d.  per  lb. 
(5-cwt.  lots)  and  powder,  10s.  3d. 

Tartaric  acid. — (In  bags),  1-ton  lots, 
342s.  per  cwt.;  5-19  cwt.,  351s.;  1  cwt., 
356s.  If  supplied  in  drums  add  8s.  cwt. 

Crude  Drugs 

Balsams. — (per  lb.).  Canada:  33s.  c.i.f., 
33s.  6d.  to  34s  6d  spot;  Copaiba:  10s.  c.i.f.; 
10s.  6d.,  spot;  Peru:  13s.  9d.,  c.i.f.,  14s.  3d. 
spot;  Tolu:  b.p.,  13s. -14s.;  genuine  as 
imported,  41s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 

Cardamoms. — Alleppy  greens,  17s.  6d.  lb., 
c.i.f.  Alleppy  prime  seed,  26s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 

Cherry  bark. — Thin  natural,  3s.  Id.  lb., 
spot;  2s.  10d.,  c.i.f. 

Cinnamon. — Seychelles  bark,  550s.  cwt. 
spot,  shipment,  490s.,  c.i.f.  Ceylon  quills, 
not  quoted;  quillings,  5s.  6d.;  chips,  2s.  8d. 
lb.,  c.i.f. 

Ginger. — (Per  cwt.) — Sierra  Leone,  250s. 
spot;  Cochin  new  crop  (Dec. -Jan.),  275s., 
c.i.f.  Jamaican  No.  3,  360s.  spot;  Nigerian 
split,  182s.  6d.,  spot;  peeled,  187s.  6d.  and 
160s.,  c.i.f. 

Gum  acacia. — Kordofan  cleaned  sorts, 
242s.  6d.  cwt.  spot;  230s.,  c.i.f. 

Ipecacuanha. — (Per  lb.).  Matto  Grosso, 
49s.  6d.  spot,  49s.,  c.if.  nominal;  Costa 
Rican,  62s.  6d.  to  65s.  spot;  Colombian, 
50s,  spot  nominal;  Nicaraguan,  54s.  6d., 
c.i.f. 

Nutmegs. — (Per  lb.),  (c.i.f.)  Grenada  80*s, 
5s.;  sound  unsorted,  4s.  6d.,  defectives, 
3s.  7d. 

Pepper. — Sarawak  white,  2s.  lid.,  spot; 
2s.  10Jd.,  c.i.f.;  black,  2s.  2£d.,  c.i.f. 

Seeds. — (Per  cwt.) — Anise. — China  star, 
300s.,  nominal.  Caraway. — Dutch,  170s. 
Celery. — Indian,  280s..  nominal;  265s.,  c.i.f. 
Coriander. — Moroccan,  67s.  6d.;  ship- 
ment dearer  at  62s.,  c.i.f.  Cumin. — Iranian, 
160s.,  duty  paid;  132s.  6d.,  c.i.f.  Dill. — 
Indian,  160s.,  spot;  shipment,  152s.  6d., 
c.i.f.  Fennel. — Chinese,  110s.,  duty  paid; 
shipment,  97s.  6d.,  c.i.f.  Fenugreek. — 
Moroccan,  77s.  6d.,  duty  paid;  shipment, 
59s.,  c.i.f.  Mustard. — English,  75s.  to 
100s. 

Senega. — Canadian,  spot.  30s.  lb.; 
29s.  6d.,  c.i.f.  Japanese,  27s.  3d.,  in  bond. 

Squill. — white,  165s.,  cwt.;  new  crop, 
150s.,  c.i.f. 

Essential  and  Expressed  Oils 

Almond. — Imported,  5s.  lb.  spot. 

Amber. — Rectified,  spot  Is.  6d.  per  |b. 

Anise. — Chinese,  16s.  6d.  lb.;  shipment, 
15s.  6d.,  c.i.f.  (November-December). 

Bay. — 45s.  lb.,  spot;  41s.,  c.i.f. 

Bergamot. — Spot,  from  100s.  lb. 

Birch  tar. — Rectified,  15s.  lb.  on  the  spot. 

Bois  de  rose. — Brazilian,  19s.  3d.  lb.  spot, 
18s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 

Buchu.— English  distilled,  1,100s.  lb. 

Cade. — Spanish,  2s.  3d.  lb.,  drum  lots. 

Cassia. — Spot  from  21s.  per  lb.  for  80-85 
per  cent.,  19s.,  c.i.f. 

Cajuput. — Spot  from  lis.  3d.  to  12s.  lb. 

Camphor, white. — Spot,  7s.  6d.  lb.,  duty 
paid. 

Cananga. — Java,  24s.  per  lb. 
Caraway. — Spot,  55s.  lb. 
Cardamom. — Imported,    460s.    per  lb.; 
English  distilled,  550s. 

Cascarilla. — English  distilled,  38s.  oz. 
Castor. — b.p.,  £205  ton,  naked,  ex  mill. 


quantities  or  original  packages.  Various 
receive  the  goods  into  stock. 

Cedar. — leaf,  60s.  lb.;  wood,  African 
7s.  6d.;  American,  1 3s.  6d. 

Celery. — Indian,  135s.  per  lb.;  English, 
200s. 

Cinnamon. — English-distilled,  75s.  per 
oz.;  other  b.p.  oils  from  22s.  to  130s.  per 
lb.  Ceylon  leaf,  20s. ;  Seychelles  leaf  rectified, 
25s. 

Citronella. — Ceylon,  6s.  6d.  per  lb.  spot, 
6s.  5d.,  c.i.f.;  Formosan,  6s.,  in  bond; 
6s.  6d.,  c.i.f.;  Chinese,  4s.  1  Old.,  in  bond; 
4s.  lid.,  c.i.f. 

Clove. — (lb.)  Madagascar  leaf,  shipment 
12s.  9d.,  c.i.f. ;  spot,  13s.  3d.  in  bond,  English- 
distilled  bud,  44s.  (1-cwt.  lots). 

Cod-liver. — B.P.  in  45-gall.  drums  at 
12s.  per  gall.,  plus  30s.  deposit  on  drums. 
Veterinary  is  from  9s.  lOd.  per  gall.  25-ton 
lots.  Delivered  terms. 
Coriander. — From  41s.  per  lb.  spot. 
Cubeb. — English  distilled,  100s.  per  lb. 
Cumin. — English  distilled  oil  from  120s. 
per  lb.  Imported  from  110s. 

Dill. — Dutch,  56s.  lb.,  spot  (55s.,  c.i.f.). 
Eucalyptus. — Chinese,  80-85  per  cent., 
lis.  per  kilo  in  bond;  10s.  6d.  c.i.f. 
Fennel. — Spanish  sweet,  13s.  6d.  lb. 
Geranium. — Bourbon,  97s. -100s.  lb. 
Ginger. — Imported    (per    lb.);  Indian, 
165s.,  Chinese,  80s.,  Jamaican,  175s. 
Grapefruit. — Florida,  25s.  lb.,  spot. 
Juniper  berry. — English  distilled,  270s. 
lb.;  imported,  65s. 

Lavandin. — French,  22s.  6d.  to  25s.  lb. 
Lavender. — French,  50s.  to  60s.  lb. 
Lavender  spike. — Spanish,  22s.  6d.  per  lb. 
Lemon. — Sicilian,  48s.  to  55s.  lb.  as  to 
crop. 

Lemongrass. — Spot,  55s.  kilo  nominal; 
59s.,  c.i.f.,  nominal. 

Lime. — West  Indian  distilled,  74-76s.  per 
lb.  on  the  spot.  New  crop,  72s.,  c.i.f. 

Nutmeg. — East  Indian,  48s.  to  50s.  lb.; 
West  Indian,  80s.;  English  distilled,  110s. 

Olive. — Spot,  £348-£355  per  ton  ex  wharf. 
Shipment:  Spanish.  £280-£285  metric  ton 
f.o.b.;  Tunisian,  £280-£290  c.  and  f.. 
London. 

Orange. — Florida  sweet,  4s.  6d.  per  lb.; 
Spanish  from  19s. 

Palmarosa. —  190s.  kilo;  185s.,  c.i.f. 
Patchouli. — Spot,  27s.  to  30s.  per  lb. 
duty  paid;  shipment,  25s.  to  26s.  c.i.f. 
Pennyroyal. — 22s.  6d.  lb.,  duty  paid. 
Peppermint. — (Per  lb.).  Arvenis:  Chinese, 
lis.,  spot;  10s.  9d.,  c.i.f.  Brazilian,  10s.  9d., 
spot,  10s.  6d.,  c.i.f.  American  Piperita,  40s. 
to  47s.  6d.;  Italian,  95s. 

Petitgrain. — Paraguay  for  shipment, 
18s.,  c.i.f.;  spot,  18s.  6d.,  per  lb. 

Pimento. — berry,  imported,  95s.;  English 
distilled,  390s.;  leaf,  21s.  per  lb. 

Pine. — Pumilionis,  14s.  6d.  to  17s.  6d.  per 
lb.,  sylvestris,  lis.;  abietis,  20s.  to  23s. 

Rosemary. — Spanish  lis.  to  lis.  9d.  lb. 
spot. 

Sage. — Spanish,  19s.  per  lb. 
Sandalwood. — Mysore  spot,  305s.  kilo, 
East  Indian,  no  offers. 

Spearmint. — American,  65s.  lb.  Chinese 
spot,  67s.  per  kilo;  shipment,  60s.,  c.i.f. 
Tangerine. — From  38s.  to  46s.  6d.  lb. 
Vetivert. — Bourbon,  spot,  100s.  per  lb. 

UNITED  STATES  REPORT 

New  York,  October  22 :  A  firmer 
tendency  was  reported  in  Lavender 
flowers  at  S1.25  lb.  Karaya  gum  was 
steady  at  69-85  cents  lb.  as  to  grade. 
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TRADE  MARKS 

APPLICATIONS  ADVERTISED 
BEFORE  REGISTRATION 
"Trade  Marks  Journal," 
October  9,  No.  4702 

LIVING,  887,757.  by  Nu-Tress  Laboratories, 
Inc.,  North  Hollywood,  California,  U.S.A. 
For  toilet  soaps,  perfumes,  essential  oils, 
cosmetics,  hair  lotions,  toilet  articles  and 
non-medicated  toilet  preparations  (3) 

ZOTOS  COLOR  V,  ZOTOS  COLOUR  5, 
892,403-04.  by  Sales  Affiliates.  Inc.,  New 
York,  U.S.A.  For  preparations  for  colouring 
the  hair  (3) 

SOLYMAR.  B904.917,  by  Strawson  Chemical 
Co..  Ltd.,  London,  S.W.I.  For  soaps,  per- 
fumes, non-medicated  toilet  preparations, 
cosmetics  and  hair  lotions  (3) 

PROCARG.  905,601,  by  S.r.l.  Over,  Milan, 
Italy.  For  soaps,  perfumes,  non-medicated 
toilet  preparations,  essential  oils,  cosmetics, 
hair  lotions  and  tooth  pastes  (3) 

MISS  CARNABY,  B916.238,  by  Styles  of 
Carnaby  Street,  Ltd.,  London,  E.C.2.  For 
perfumes,  perfumed  non-medicated  toilet 
preparations,  cosmetics  and  soaps,  all  for 
use  by  women  and  girls  (3) 

ROYAL  CROWN,  917.141,  by  J.  Strickland  & 
Co.,  Memphis,  Tennessee,  U.S.A.  For  pre- 
parations   for   the   hair  (3) 

SCHUSS,  B918.472,  by  Worth  Parfums,  Paris, 
8,  France.  For  perfumes,  non-medicated  toilet 
preparations,  cosmetics,  essential  oils,  pre- 
parations for  the  hair,  and  perfumed  toilet 
articles,  but  not  including  dental  cream  or 
any  goods  of  the  same  description  (3) 

BATHBLISS,  918,592,  by  Michael  Denham, 
Ltd.,  Brentford,  Middlesex.  For  preparations 
for  the  bath  (non-medicated)  (3) 

UNICLIFFE.  919,955,  by  Unicliffe,  Ltd., 
Stonar.  Nr.  Sandwich,  Kent.  For  soaps, 
perfumes,  non-medicated  toilet  preparations, 
essential  oils,  cosmetics;  preparations  for  the 
hair,  dentifrices,  preparations  for  cleaning 
dentures;  substances  for  laundry  use  and 
depilatory  preparations,  etc.  (3) 

SELESTE,  B920.194,  by  Linfield  Laboratories, 
Ltd.,  Dorking,  Surrey.  For  cosmetic  pre- 
parations (3) 

TORRENT,  921,303,  by  Boots  Pure  Drug  Co., 
Ltd.,  Nottingham.  For  non-medicated  toilet 
preparations,  perfumes,  soaps,  cosmetic  pre- 
parations, dentifrices,  depilatory  preparations, 
toilet  articles,  preparations  for  the  hair, 
sachets  for  use  in  waving  the  hair,  shampoos 
and  essential  oils  (3) 

SUNBRELLA,  920,852,  920,851,  by  INTEC 
Proprietaries,  Ltd.,  Morden,  Surrey.  For 
soaps,  perfumes,  essential  oils,  cosmetics; 
preparations  for  the  hair;  dentifrices;  toilet 
preparations  and  toilet  articles  (3)  and  for 
pharmaceutical  preparations  and  substances 
for  human  and  veterinary  use;  medicated  bath 
preparations;  sanitary  substances;  sanitary 
articles;  disinfectants,  deodorants  and  anti- 
perpirants  (5) 

ROSCOPEN.  914,607,  by  A.  S.  Rosco,  Tastrup, 
Denmark.  For  pharmaceutical,  veterinary  and 
sanitary  substances;  infants'  and  invalids' 
foods;  disinfectants;  and  preparations  for 
killing  weeds  and  destroying  vermin  (5) 

OVOREST,  B9 19.066,  by  Organon  Laboratories, 
Ltd.,  Morden,  Surrey.  For  pharmaceutical 
preparations  and  substances,  all  for  influenc- 
ing human  fertility  (5) 

LOMOMYCIN,  919,683,  by  G.  D.  Searle  & 
Co.,  Skokie,  Illinois,  U.S.A.  For  antibiotic 
preparations  and  substances,  all  for  phar- 
maceutical and  veterinary  use  (5) 

DELINDAL,  920,435,  LINAGER,  923,604,  by 
DeSalande,  S.A.,  Courbevoie,  Hauts-de-Seine, 
France.  For  pharmaceutical  products  (5) 

DEVICE,  920,477,  by  Miles  Laboratories,  Inc., 
Elkhart,  Indiana,  U.S.A.  For  medicated  pre- 
parations for  use  in  oral  hygiene  (5) 
HIFLRON,  921,057,  by  Fisons  Pharmaceuticals, 
Ltd.,  Loughborough,  Leics.  For  pharmaceu- 
tical, veterinary  and  sanitary  substances;  in- 
fants' and  invalids'  foods;  plasters  and 
material  for  bandaging,  all  for  medical  or 
surgical  purposes;  material  for  stopping  teeth; 
disinfectants  (5) 
INFAL  COMPOUND,  921,058,  by  Fisons  Phar- 
maceuticals, Ltd.,  Loughborough,  Leics.  For 


pharmaceutical,  veterinary  and  sanitary  sub- 
stances; material  for  stopping  teeth  (5) 
INTAL  COMPOUND,  921,059,  by  Fisons 
Pharmaceuticals,  Ltd.,  Loughborough,  Leics. 
For  pharmaceutical,  veterinary  and  sanitary 
substances;  infants'  and  invalids'  foods;  medi- 
cal and  surgical  plasters,  material  prepared 
for  bandaging;  material  for  stopping  teeth 
(5) 

HYLEAF,  921.249,  by  Sterwin,  AG.  Zug. 
Switzerland.  For  medicated  preparations  con- 
taining soap  and  hexachlorophene  and  being 
impregnated  into  sheets  of  oxymethyl- 
cellulose,   for  cleansing  the  skin  (5) 

ACNAID,  B921.274,  by  Cupal,  Ltd.,  Blackburn. 
Lanes.  For  pharmaceutical  preparations  and 
substances,  all  for  use  in  the  treatment  of 
acne  (5) 

NEO-DESILONE,  921,365,  by  American  Cyana- 
mid  Co..  Wayne,  New  Jersey.  U.S.A.  For 
medical  and  pharmaceutical  preparations  and 
substances  (5) 

PHOSPHOZAN,  921,823.  by  Chemical  Indus- 
trial &  Pharmaceutical  Laboratories.  Ltd.. 
Bombay,  8,  India.  For  pharmaceutical  pre- 
parations and  substances  for  human  and 
veterinary  use,  all  containing  glycerophos- 
phates and  derivatives  of  phosphorus  (5) 

TANTIVY,  921,919,  by  Hall  Brothers  (White- 
field),  Ltd.,  Whitefield,  Nr.  Manchester.  For 
medicated  confectionery  and  medicated  chew- 
ing gum  (5) 

LENTOCAPS.  921.948.  by  USV  Pharmaceutical 
Corporation,  New  York.  U.S.A.  For  phar- 
maceutical preparations  in  capsule  form  (5) 

CUPAL  BURN  AID,  923,271,  by  Cupal,  Ltd., 
Blackburn,  Lanes.  For  antiseptic  prepara- 
tions for  human  use  in  the  treatment  of 
burns  and  scalds  (5) 

CILYDRON,  924,062,  by  Chemische  Werke 
Albert,  Wiesbaden-Biebrich,  Germany.  For 
pharmaceutical,  veterinary  and  sanitary  pre- 
parations and  substances;  medical  and  surgi- 
cal plasters;  material  prepared  for  bandaging; 
and  infants',  invalids'  and  dietetic  foods  (5) 

CIBALEN.  924,681,  by  CIBA.  Ltd.,  Basle, 
Switzerland.  For  pharmaceutical  preparations 
and  substances  for  human  and  veterinary 
use  (5) 

DRAPSULES,  924,747,  by  Roche  Products, 
Ltd.,  Welwyn  Garden  City,  Herts.  For  phar- 
maceutical, veterinary  and  sanitary  sub- 
stances (5) 

MILSTEM,  926,015,  by  Plant  Protection,  Ltd., 
London,  S.W.I,  and  Yalding,  Kent.  For  in- 
secticides, fungicides,  herbicides,  weedkilling 
preparations  and  chemical  preparations  for 
desiccating   and  defoliating  plants  (5) 

DEBROYAL,  923,739,  923,746,  by  Debenhams, 
Ltd.,  London,  W.l.  For  photographic, 
cinematographic,  and  optical  apparatus  and 
instruments;  etc.  (9)  and  for  brushes,  etc.  (21) 

OMEGA  (device),  909,206,  by  Omega  Lamp- 
works,  Ltd.,  London,  S.W.19.  For  lamps 
and  lighting  apparatus,  all  for  medical  and 
surgical  use;  and  parts  and  fittings  (10) 


MASON  PEARSON.  911,669,  by  Mason  Pear- j 
son  Brothers,  London,  E.3.  For  hair  brushes  j] 
and   brushes  for  cleaning   hair  brushes  (21)  I 

SOFDOWN  (device),  by  Lewis  Woolf  Grip-  I 
tight,  Ltd.,  Birmingham,  29.  For  napkins  ll 
(textile)  and  disposable  diapers  (textile),  all  I 
for  babies  (25) 

PATENTS 

COMPLETE  SPECIFICATIONS  ACCEPTED 
From  the  "Official  Journal  (Patents)," 
October  16 

Guanidine  derivatives.    Istituto   Chemioterapico  jj 

Italiano,  S.p.A.  1.134.475. 
Kallikrein    inaclivator.    Farbenfabriken    Bayer,  j  j 

AG  1.134,486. 
Antiviral  compositions  and  treatment.   Philips'  ,-j 

Gloeilampen  Fabrieken,  N.V.  1,134,516. 
Steroids  useful  in  treatment  hyperandrogenicity 

in    warm-blooded   animals.   Eli   Lilly  &  Co. 

1.134,558. 

Aminoalkyl  derivatives  of  6.11  -  dihydro  - 
dibenzo  -  [b,e]  -  oxepine  and  -  thiepine. 
C.  F.  Boehringer  &  Soehne,  G.m.b.H. 
1.134.589. 

Terracycline  antibiotic  composition  for  paren- 
teral use.  American  Cyanamid  Co.  1,134,598. 

Herbicides.  Daikin  Kogyo  Co.,  Ltd.  1,134,609. 

Medicament  dispensing  apparatus.  H.  Don- 
hauser.  1,134,614. 

Derivatives  of  6-aminopenicillanic  acid. 
Beecham   Group,   Ltd.  1,134,682. 

Acetylenic  compounds.  Beecham  Group,  Ltd. 
1,134,687. 

Imidazolidine    derivatives.    Imperial  Chemical 

Industries,  Ltd.  1,134,701. 
Dispensing    device    for    pastilles.  Centromint 

Co.    Establishment.  1,134,760. 
Steroidal    derivatives.    G.    D.    Searle    &    Co.  I 

1.134.766. 

Dentifrices    containing    an    optical    brightener.  I 

CIBA,  Ltd..  1,134,767. 
A-Oxa-5-hydroxymethyl-steroids  and  process  form 

their  manufacture.  CIBA,  Ltd.  1,134,768.  I 
Antibiotic   compositions.    Commercial  Solvents! 

Corporation.  1,134,788. 
Antimicrobial   compositions.    American  Cyana-I 

mid  Co.  1,134.800. 
Biologically    active   pyrazolopyrimidines.  Well-I 

come  Foundation,  Ltd.  (Burroughs  Wellcomel 

&  Co.  [U.S.A.],  Inc.).  1,134,852. 
Anaerobe  jar  closure.  B.D.   Laboratories,  Inc.l 

1,134,960. 

Process  for  preparing  adenine  and  derivatives 

thereof.  Ajinomoto  Co.,  Inc.  1,134,974.  I 
2-Halo-l,l,3,3-tetrafluoropropanes.  Baxter  Labol 

ratories.  Inc.  1,134,985. 
Dibenzoycloheptati  iene    derivatives    and  theim 

preparation.  Rhone-Poulenc,  S.A.  1,134,9871 
Cyclic  phosphates  and  the  manufacture  thereofi 

Upjohn  Co.  1,135,029. 
British  patent  specifications  relating  to  thJ 
above  will  be  obtainable  (price  4s.  6d.  eachl 
from  the  Patents  Office,  25  Southampton! 
Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C.2B 
from  November  27. 


HAIR  PRODUCTS  DEMONSTRATED:  Over  120  chemists  and  chemists'  wholesalers  fron 
Leeds  and  surrounding  areas  —  some  from  as  far  away  as  Hull  —  attended  a  demonstration  o 
hair  styling  staged  by  Wella  (Ct.  Britain),  Ltd.,  in  Leeds  recently.  The  demonstration  wa 
planned  as  a  colourful  means  of  introducing  the  trade  in  the  area  to  the  company's  new  MatChin; 
shampoo,  conditioner  and  hair  set,  with  a  choice  of  products  to  cater  for  normal  and  dry  o 
bleached  hair.  Holding  "dispenser"  is  Mr.  J.  B.  Higgins  (sales  manager  retail  division). 


October    26,    1  9  6  8  THE    CHEMIST    AND    DRUGGIST  407 


COMING  EVENTS 

Items  for  inclusion  under  this  heading  should  he  sent  in  time  to  reach 
the  Editor  not  later  than  first  post  on  Wednesday  of  the  week  of  insertion. 


PRINT  AND  PUBLICITY 

PRESS  ADVERTISING 

Cannon  Rubber  Manufacturers,  Ltd.,  Ashley 
Road,  London,  N.  17 :  Cannon  teats.  In 
women's  magazines.  During  November,  De- 
cember and  January. 

Cullingford  of  Chelsea,  Lunt  Avenue,  Bootle, 
10,  Lanes:  Algispray.  In  Daily  Minor,  The 
People  and  Sunday  Express.  During  October 
and  November. 

PUBLICATIONS 
Booklets  and  Leaflets 

Bowmans  Chemicals,  Ltd.,  Moss  Bank,  Wid- 
nes,  Lanes:  "Transpar  in  sugar  confec- 
tionery" (4-p.  booklet). 


<V  "MERCHANDISER"  FOR  THE  COUN- 
TER: Dorothy  Gray,  Ltd.,  45  Conduit  Street, 
onden.  W.l,  who  claim  to  have  "invented' 
■noistu risers  in  the  early  19S0's,  have  produced 
for  their  Satura  products  the  merchandiser 
Illustrated. 


[REE  WITH  ORDER:  One  of  three  counter 
psplay  aids  now  available  from  Southern 
Lerosol  Co.,  Ltd.,  9  Westbourne  Place,  Hove, 
ussex,  designed  to  carry  the  company's 
Ecently  introduced  range  of  aerosol  cosmetics 
-marketed  under  the  name  Sadler  cosmetics. 
Ihe  unit  measures  8  x  8  x  14  in.  high  and  is 
lade  from  plastic-covered  wire.  It  comes 
pmpleie  with  two  brightly  coloured  headboads 
latching  the  product  packaging  and  features 
|vo  product  names.  The  unit  is  supplied  free 
j>  any  retailer  ordering  5  dor.  products. 


Monday,  October  28 

Chemical  Society,  Chemistry  department,  Uni- 
versity College.  Swansea,  at  4,30  p.m.  Dr. 
V.  A.  Petrow  (B.D.H.  Pharmaceuticals,  Ltd.) 
on  "The  Birth  Pill— Past,  Present  and 
Future." 

Retail  Alliance,  Moor  Lodge  hotel,  Branston, 
Lincoln,  at  7.45  p.m.  Meeting  on  decimal- 
isation. 

Tuesday,  October  29 

Bournemouth  Branch,  National  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Union,  Bell  Inn,  Pokesdown,  at  7.30 
p.m.   "Pricing  through  Decimalisation." 

Dundee  and  Eastern  Scottish  and  Fife 
Branches,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Oller- 
ton  hotel,  Kirkcaldy,  at  7.45  p.m.  Dinner. 
Address  by  Mr.  Allen  Aldington  (immediate 
past-president.    Pharmaceutical  Society). 

Glasgow  Pharmacy  Club,  Cameron  House, 
Hardgate.  Glasgow,  at  7  p.m.  Annual  dinner 
and  dance. 

Heriot-Watt  University,  79  Grassmarket, 
Edinburgh,  at  8  p.m.  Department  of  phar- 
macy extension  course  in  pharmacology.  Dr. 
P.  A.  Berry  on  "The  Pharmacological  Assess- 
ment  of   Centrally  Acting  Drugs." 

Leicester  and  Leicestershire  Branch,  Phar- 
maceutical Society,  Room  104,  Hawthorn 
Building,  Leicester  Regional  College  of  Tech- 
nology, The  Newarke,  Leicester,  at  7.30  p.m. 
Distribution  of  prizes  by  Dr.  K.  R.  Capper 
(director.  Department  of  Pharmaceutical 
Sciences). 

North  Staffordshire  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Medical  Institute,  Hartshill,  Stoke- 
on-Trent,  at  8  p.m.  Dr.  L.  J.  Booth  on 
"Coronary  Care  Unit."  (Post-graduate 
course). 

West  Hertfordshire  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Peahen  hotel,  St.  Albans,  at  8  p.m. 
Mr.  H.  W.  Tomski  on  "Modern  Trends  in 
Retail  Pharmacy." 

Wednesday,  October  30 

Bournemouth  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Cornelia  nurses'  hostel,  Poole,  at  1.15  p.m. 
Dr.  G.  Caplin  and  Dr.  J.  Henneman  on 
"Chest  Pain  in  General  Practice."  At  Medical 
centre,  Boscombe,  Mr.  C.  Gumbley  on 
"Health  Education  and  Lay  Groups." 

Retail  Alliance,  Town  hall,  Barrow-in-Furness, 
at   7.45  p.m.   Meeting  on  decimalisation. 

Southend  Branc  h,  Pharmai  eutical  Society, 
Cumberland  banqueting  suite,  Pembury  Road, 
Westcliff-on-Sea.  at  8  p.m.  Informal  buffet 
dance.  Tickets  (17s.  6d.  each)  from  Mr. 
E.  G.  H.  Campany,  24  Vernon  Road, 
Leigh-on-Sea. 

South-west  London  Chemists'  Association. 
Ardington  Rooms,  Clapham  Junction,  Lon- 
don, S.W.ll,  at  6.45  p.m.  Dinner  and  dance. 

Stockport  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Belgrade  hotel,  Stockport,  at  7.30  p.m. 
Annual  dinner  and  dance. 

University  of  London.  Institute  of  Neurology, 
Queen  Square,  London,  W.C.I.  At  6  p.m., 
Dr.  E.  Marley  on  "Sympathomimetic  Amines 
and  the  Central  Nervous  System."  At  7  p.m., 
Dr.  M.  H.  Lader  on  "Drug  Treatment  of 
Clinical  Anxiety." 

Yorkshire  Branch,  Guild  of  Public  Phar- 
macists, Royal  Infirmary,  Halifax,  at  7.15 
p.m.  Symposium  on  "Unit  Packaging  of 
Pharmaceuticals,"  introduced  by  Messrs.  C. 
Hetherington  and  R.  G.  Phillips.  Followed 
by  business  meeting. 

Thursday,  October  31 

Aberdeen  Branch,  Scottish  Pharmaceutical 
Federation,  Tree-tops  hotel,  Springfield 
Road,  Aberdeen,  at  8  p.m.  Mr.  E.  J.  Down- 
ing on  "Stock  Management  in  the  Phar- 
macy." 

Aylesbury  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
White  Swan  hotel,  Walton  Street,  Aylesbury, 
at  7.30  p.m.  Mr.  J.  McKenzie  (deputy 
director,  Office  of  Health  Economics)  on 
"Relationship  between   Doctor,   Patient  and 


Pharmacist."  (Members  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession have  been  invited.) 

Bradford  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Midland  hotel,  Bradford,  at  7.45  p.m.  Mr. 
D.  F.  Lewis  (secretary  and  registrar)  on 
"The  Coming  Year  in  Pharmacy." 

Chelsea  College  of  Science  and  Technology, 
Manresa  Road,  London,  S.W.3,  at  7  p.m. 
Dr.  A.  E.  M.  McLean  on  "Effect  of  Drugs 
on  Drug-metabolising  Enzymes."  (Lecture 
course). 

Chemical  Society,  Chemistry  department,  The 
University,  St.  Andrews,  at  5.15  p.m.  Dr. 
V.  A.  Petrow  (B.D.H.  Pharmaceuticals, 
Ltd.)  on  "The  Birth  Pill— Present  and 
Future." 

East  Metropolitan  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  and  West  Ham  Association  of 
Pharmacists,  Roebuck  hotel,  Buckhurst  Hill, 
at  8  p.m.  Social  evening. 

Isle  of  Wight  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Soci- 
ety, Farringford  hotel,  Freshwater,  at  8  p.m. 
Informal   Halloween    dinner   and  dance. 

Manchester  and  SalfORD  Branch,  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society,  Roscoe  theatre,  Brunswick 
Street,  Manchester,  at  8  p.m.  Mr.  G.  Smith 
on  "Principles  Underlying  the  Formulation 
and  Preparation  of  Eye  Drops  and  Other 
Ophthalmic   Preparations"   (refresher  course). 

Portsmouth  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Co-operative  E.W.A.  club,  Kingston  Road, 
Portsmouth,  at  8  p.m.  "At  Home"  with  stu- 
dents of  Portsmouth  School  of  Pharmacy. 

Retail  Alliance,  Preston  Bull  and  Royal 
hotel,  Preston,  Lanes,  at  7.45  p.m.  Meeting 
on  decimalisation. 

Square  Association,  29  Brunswick  Square, 
London,  W.C.I,  at  5.30  p.m.  Annual  meet- 
ing. 

University  of  London,  London  Hospital  Medi- 
cal College,  Turner  Street.  London,  E.l, 
at  4.15  p.m.  Professor  Sir  John  McMichael 
on  "The  Story  of  Digitalis"  (ticket  only). 

Friday,  November  1 

Birkenhead  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Birkenhead  Technical  College,  at  8  p.m. 
Lecture  and  demonstration  by  Mr.  R.  G. 
Hall  (Brocks  Crystal  Palace  Fire  Works, 
Ltd.). 

Cardiff  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Top 
Rank   suite,    Cardiff,   at  8   p.m.  Ball. 

Advance  Information 

"Highland  Fling,"  R.M.S.  Clansman,  Tower 
Pier,  London,  January  9-18,  1969.  Exhibition  of 
Highland  goods,  including  cosmetics,  spon- 
sored by  the  Highlands  and  Islands  Develop- 
ment Board. 

National  Pharmaceutical  Union,  Park 
hotel,  Cardiff,  at  2.30  p.m.  on  November  17. 
South  Wales  area  meeting  Mr.  J.  Wright 
(secretary,  N.P.U.  and  Central  N.H.S.  (Che- 
mist Contractors)  Committee)  on  "Legal  As- 
pects of  Retail  Trade." 

Retail  Alliance.  Meetings  for  retailers  on 
the  change  to  decimal  currency  are  being  held 
on  November  4  at  Gateway  School,  The 
Newarke,  Leicester,  at  7.45  p.m.:  on  November 
6  at  Tudor  House,  Ashford  Road,  Bearsted, 
Maidstone,  Kent,  at  7.30  p.m.  and  County 
hotel,  Taunton,  Somerset,  at  7  p.m.;  and  on 
November  7  at  Savoya  hotel,  Newquay,  Corn- 
wall, at  7.45  p.m. 

Courses  and  Conferences 

Retail  Trades  Education  Council,  Man- 
chester, November  7  and  Newcastle  upon 
Tyne,  November  13.  Seminars  on  decimalisa- 
tion and  the  retailer.  Details  from  the  Training 
Development  Officer,  Retail  Trades  Education 
Council,  56  Russell  Square,  London,  W.C.I. 

Microbiology  Group,  Society  of  Chemical 
Industry,  Microbiological  Research  Establish- 
ment, Porton,  Salisbury,  Wilts.  Symposium  on 
the  development  of  viral  vaccines.  February 
19-21,  1969.  Details  from  the  Assistant  Secre- 
tary (Conferences),  Society  of  Chemical 
Industry,  14  Belgrave  Square,  London,  S.W.I. 
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WORLD  TRADE 

Nigerian  Decree  on  Foreign  Firms. 

— Nigeria's  military  government 
ordered  the  incorporation  in  Nigeria 
of  all  foreign  companies  with 
businesses  there,  from  November  18. 
An  official  announcement  said  the 
decree,  which  affects  all  companies  in 
the  country,  will  enable  the  authorities 
to  order  greater  disclosure  of  company 
accounts  and  reports  of  directors. 

New  Zealand  Sulphur  Investigation. 
— The  feasibility  of  mining  and  pro- 
cessing sulphur  in  the  North  Island 
central  plateau  of  New  Zealand  is  be- 
ing investigated  by  the  Cynamid  Co. 
of  New  Jersey,  U.S.A.  The  company 
has  been  boring  at  Lake  Rotokaua 
since  early  this  year  and  has  now 
applied  to  the  Mines  Department  for 
further  prospecting  rights  round  the 
lake. 

Expansion  in  Singapore. —  Drug 
Houses  of  Australia,  Ltd.,  are  to  form 
a  joint  company  with  the  Chia  Group 
to  be  based  in  Singapore,  D.H.A. 
chairman  (Mr.  H.  F.  Clare),  told  share- 
holders on  September  30.  He  said  the 
joint  company  would  make  DHA 
"ethicals"  and  other  branded  products 
within  the  next  two  years.  The  venture 
would  consolidate  the  association  with 
Chia  which  had  existed  for  many  years 
in  south-east  Asia,  he  added. 

Ortho-toluene  Plant  in  India. — A 
plant  has  been  commissioned  by  Asian 
Chemical  Works  for  the  manufacture 
of  o — toluene  sulphonamide.  Mr.  J.  C. 
Kathrani  (partner  of  the  company) 
stated  at  the  commissioning  that  given 
adequate  incentives,  exports  of 
flavours  could  be  stepped  up  ten  times 
to  about  Rs.6  to  7  million  a  year.  The 
full  capacity  of  200  metric  tons  would 
be  achieved  in  about  four  months. 

NEW  COMPANIES 

P.C.  =  Private  Company.  R.O.  ^Registered  Office. 

GEORGE  CROSS  (CHEMISTS).  LTD. 
(P.O.— Capital  £2,000.  Directors:  Kenneth  G. 
Cross,  MPS.,  44  Beaudesert  Road,  Hands- 
worth  Wood,  Birmingham,  20,  and  Charles  C. 
Harper.  M.P.S. 

H.  M.  PATEL  (CHEMISTS).  LTD.  (P.O. 
— Capital  £100.  To  carry  on  the  business  of 
manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  chemicals, 
medicines,  etc.  Subscribers :  S.  Feldman,  13 
Clifton  Gardens,  London,  N.  15  and  H.  B. 
Johnson. 

MALEFACE,  LTD.  (P. C.).—  Capital  £1,000. 
To  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers  of 
and  dealers  in  all  kinds  of  pharmaceutical 
and  medicated  preparations,  etc.  Directors: 
Eileen  Cartwright,  David  A.  C.  Cartwright  and 
John  F.  V.  Glenway.  R.O.  :  56  Wembley  Hill 
Road,  Wembley,  Middlesex. 


Prescribers' 
Press 

What  doctors  are  reading  about  developments 
in  drugs  and  treatments 

IT  is  vital  that  the  hazards  of  para- 
cetamol overdosage  should  be  more 
widely  recognised  and  the  methods  of 
treatment  investigated,  say  workers  at 
Dundee  University  and  Royal  Infirm- 
ary in  reporting  five  cases  of  acute 
self-poisoning  with  the  drug  (one  fatal). 
They  also  feel  that  a  rapid  method  of 
detecting  the  drug  needs  to  be  de- 
veloped. The  treatment  they  at  present 
favour  is  immediate  gastric  lavage, 
forced  diuresis,  intravenous  hydrocor- 
tisone, and  an  antihistamine  (Lancet, 
October  19,  p.  849). 

In  a  letter  on  the  labelling  of  pro- 
ducts containing  poisonous  substances, 
Dr.  Nolan  A.  Wynne  (poisons  infor- 
mation centre,  Newcastle  Royal  Infirm- 
ary) commends  the  system  that  Sweden 
adopted  this  year.  Any  product  con- 
taining a  substance  appearing  in  lists 
of  "poisons"  or  of  "moderately  danger- 
ous" substances,  is  required  to  have 
the  appropriate  words  on  the  label, 
together  with  the  name  of  the  sub- 
stance. No  trade  secrets  are  required 
because  only  "listed"  ingredients  need 
be  declared  (B.M.J.,  October  19,  p. 
183). 

In  an  attempt  to  define  the  mini- 
mum and  maximum  levels  for  the  cal- 
cium concentration  of  dialysis  fluid,  a 
former  worker  at  Charing  Cross  Hos- 
pital Medical  School  has  carried  out 
acute  and  long-term  experiments.  As  a 
result,  he  recommends  a  concentration 
of  6-0  ±  02  mgm.  per  100  mils 
(B.M.J. ,  October  19,  p.  145). 

A  compound  that  "opens  up  a  whole 
new  area  of  male  fertility  control"  was 
described  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the 
American  Society  for  the  Study  of 
Reproduction  by  Dr.  R.  B.  Ericsson 
(Upjohn  Co.,  Kalamazoo),  according  to 
World  Medicine.  The  compound  is  3- 
chloro-1 ,2-propanediol  (U-5897)  which 
is  used  in  the  manufacture  of  dynamite 
and  certain  drugs.  Its  contraceptive 
effect  in  animals  is  through  an  action 
in  the  epididymis,  rather  than  in  the 
testes,  rendering  the  sperm  incapable 
of  fertilisation.  Such  an  agent  has  the 
advantage  of  taking  effect  within  a  few 
days  and  ceasing  to  be  effective  a  week 
after  stopping  therapy.  Work  has  not 
yet  gone  beyond  the  animal  stage 
(World  Medicine,  October  15,  p.  58). 


CONTEMPORARY 
THEMES 

Treatment  of  acute  paracetamol  poisoning. 
Lancet,  October  19,  p.  849. 

Propranolol  and  iodine-131  in  the  manage- 
ment of  thyrotoxicosis.  Lancet,  October  19, 
p.  852. 

Flufenamic  acid.  Antipyretic  and  anti-inflam- 
matory action,  in  acute  reaction  of  lepro- 
matous  leprosy.  Lancet,  October  19,  p.  854. 

Dialysis  fluid.  Optimum  calcium  concentra- 
tion of,  for  maintenance  haemodialysis.  Brit, 
med.  J.,  October  19.  p.  145. 

Cyclophosphamide.  Apparent  cure  of  cancer 
with.   Brit.  med.  ].,  October  19.  p.  161. 

Idoxuridine.  Congenital  cytomegalovirus  in- 
fection treated  with.  Brit.  med.  ).,  October 
19,  p.  162. 

Tetramlsole  :  Action  on  immature  and  adult 
Oesophagostomum  spp.  in  experimentally- 
infected  pigs  and  some  observations  on  the 
life  history.    Vet.  Rec,  October   19,   p.  407. 

Incidence  of  brand-switching.  Nature,  Oc- 
tober 19.  p.  304. 

Eye  drops  containing  lachesine  and  boric 
acid.  Precipitation  in.  Aust.  J.  Pharm., 
August,  p.  S64. 

Peripheral  glucose  uptake.  Effect  of  diet, 
sulphonylureas  and  phenformin  on,  in  dia- 
betes and  obesity.  Lancet,  October  12,  p.  785. 

Pernicious  anaemia.  Oral  maintenance  therapy 
for.  Lancet,  October  12,  p.  801. 

Ethacrynic  acid  in  blood  transfusion  —  its 
effects  on  plasma  volume  and  urine  flow  in 
severe  anaemia  in  pregnancy.  Brit.  med.  J., 
October  12,  p.  84. 

Comparison  of  piperazine  and  tetramisole  in 
treatment  of  ascariasis.  Brit.  med.  J.,  Octo- 
ber 12,  p.  93. 

BOOKS  RECEIVED 

Mention  here  does  not  preclude  a  later  review. 
Pharmaceutical    Chemistry,    Part    I.    m.  l. 

schrofi-,  National  Book  Centre  P.  76.  Or.  Sun- 
dari  Mohan  Avenue,  Calcutta- 14.  India. 
81  x  5i  in.  Pp.  XVIII  +630  +  XVIII  (index). 
Rs.  18. 


SKI  "SCHOLAR":  Nominated  by  the  Ski 
Federation  of  Great  Britain  to  receive  the 
Ambre  Ski  training  scholarship,  worth  £100. 
Divina  Galica,  twenty-four-year  old  captain  of 
the  British  Women's  Olympic  ski  team,  is  seen 
receiving  her  cheque  on  October  17.  It  was 
handed  to  her  by  Mr.  Cyril  Ashley  (assistant 
managing  director,   Golden,  Ltd.). 


COMMERCIAL  TELEVISION 

The  information  given  in  the  table  is  of  number  of  appearances  and  total  screen  time  in  seconds.  Thus  7/105  means  that  the  advertiser's  announcement  will,  during  the 
week  covered,  be  screened  seven  times  and  for  a  total  of  105  seconds. 
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Algispray   

An  ad  in 

2/60 

1/30 

1/30 

3/90 

1/30 

2/60 

1/30 

3/90 

1/30 

2/60 

Dreamland  electric  blankets  ... 

2/30 

1/15 

1/15 

1/15 

1/15 

1/15 

1/15 

1/15 

1/15 

5/75 

1/15 

Dentu-Creme  ... 

2/60 

2/60 

2/60 

2/60 

2/60 

2/60 

2/60 

2/60 

2/60 

2/60 

Horlicks 

3/90 

1/30 

1/30 

4/120 

4/140 

2/60 

2/60 

2/60 

4/120 

2/60 

4/120 

3/90 

2/80 

3/67 

Milk  of  Magnesia  tablets 

3/45 

2/14 

2/30 

3/45 

3/45 

2/30 

3/45 

2/30 

3/45 

3/45 

2/30 

2/30 

Sparkets  syphons 

1/30 

2/60 

2/60 

2/60 

2/60 

1/30 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

4/120 

4/120 

3/90 

3/90 

